CENTER
CENTER FOR DEFENSE REFORMS BEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO military and intelligence
officers in Russian active measures




CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

INTRODUCTION

iththe outbreak ofthe Rus-

sian War, the largest mili-
tary aggression in Europe since World
War |l, the international community's
attention was largely focused on the
actions of the Russian Armed Forc-
es in Ukraine. At the same time, the
Kremlin has not abandoned, but has
significantly increased the intensity
of subversive operations and active
measures of its intelligence agencies
in the West, including the European
Union. The aim of these operations is
to destabilise the EU and NATO, un-
dermine the internal unity of these
organisations, radicalise certain social
groups, and influence the politics of
these countries, including through
the support of political proxies. They
also aim to obstruct various forms of
assistance to Ukraine, among which
military and technical assistance is
particularly important.

To carry out such operations, Russian
secret services use agents of influence
who have a significant weight in their
societies, are political, public, cultural,
religious figures, well-known media
personalities, experts, and scientists.
The cooperation of such agents of in-
fluence with Russia is carefully con-
cealed as revealing such cooperation
will significantly undermine the trust
of the audiences - both the gener-
al populace and politicians — upon
whom Russia seeks to exert its influ-
ence. Moreover, exposure of such col-
laboration can disrupt operations and
lead to undesirable consequences for
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Russia and its agents, including offi-
cial investigations, financial scrutiny,
the proscription of cover organisa-
tions, and potentially even criminal
prosecution.

This study explores the Russian Fed-
eration’'s connections with retired
high-ranking military officers and
heads of intelligence and security
agencies in the EU, who actively en-
gage in exerting influence advan-
tageous to Russia. This group holds
particular significance in the current
landscape of a major conflict in Eu-
rope, given their inherently high lev-
el of trust within society and among
political leaders. They are viewed as
experts in security, defense, and in-
ternational relations. Moreover, Eu-
ropean nations display a demand for
politicians with such backgrounds,
enabling these individuals not only
to indirectly shape government de-
cision-making but also to directly
participate in it as members of parlia-
ments and government officials.

In establishing the links between
these individuals and the Russian
Federation, as well as other entities
involved in activities beneficial to Rus-
sia, we employed the Methodology
for risk-based assessment of Russian
intelligence covert malign influence.
This methodology was developed by
the Center for Defense Reforms un-
der the auspices of the NATO-Ukraine
Platform for Early Detection and
Countering Hybrid Threats.
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‘ ‘ The idea is that we must take over
Europe! Conquer and annex!

After all, we experienced such expansion into
Europe during the Soviet period, when our
communist parties (the Third International, the
Comintern, the Cominform) achieved serious
results in penetrating the parliaments of
European countries. It served as a tool

for our foreign policy.

To achieve this goal, we should employ soft
power rather than brute force - to identify,
cultivate, and support Eurasian “fifth columns”,
to bring our people to power in Europe,

to use, for example, Gazprom'’s money,

to buy up advertising agencies because they
influence the media, and simply to act. 9%

Alexander Dugin

Strategic Advisor to the Administration
of the President of the Russian Federation

and ideologue of Russian imperialism
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FRANCE

| n addition to its full-scale con-

ventional armed aggression
against Ukraine, the Russian Fed-
eration not only persists but is also
intensifying its efforts to conduct
unconventional hybrid aggression
against Western countries. A recent
instance of such actions was the
Russian Federal Security Service's
attempt to undermine the supply of
arms to Ukraine in Germany, where
it was exposed collaborating! with
the Alternative fur Deutschland
party. The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Slovakia confirmed instanc-
es? of Russian interference in the
national parliamentary elections.
At the same time, active measures
to counter Sweden3 and Finland’s*
accession to NATO have been doc-
umented.

In France, both preceding and fol-
lowing the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, Russia and its affiliated in-
dividuals and organisations have es-

------------------------------------------------

tablished various platforms, includ-
ing media and think tanks. Their
activities aim to exert influence in
alignment with the interests of the
Russian government, particularly
targeting France's withdrawal from
NATO, justifying Russian aggres-
sion, and undermining the supply
of Western weapons to Ukraine. The
founders and active participants
in such platforms include retired
French officers and former employ-
ees of the national security and de-
fense sector.

This collaboration is grounded in
professional, political, and busi-
ness ties with Russia, as well as
certain characteristics inherent in
the retired officer community in
France, exploited by entities linked
to Russia. Patrick Chevallereau, a
researcher at the Royal United Ser-
vice Institute and retired Vice Admi-
ral®> of the French Navy, notes that
these characteristics encompass®

In France, Russia and its affiliated individuals and
organisations have established various platformes,
including media and think tanks, whose activities
aim to exert influence in alignment with
REFORMS - the Interests of the Russian government
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Founder . .

and president the widespread desire among some
of Geopagma French officers for a so-called “sov-
colonel Caroline ereign France”. This implies criti-
Galacteros . . .
(defense cism of transatlantic associations

intelligence) and the perception of Russia as a
“civilisational ally” facing the “threat
of Islamists from the South”. This
viewpoint was affirmed by a 2021
appeal to NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg criticising the al-
liance, allegedly “threatening sov-
ereign France”. The appeal, drafted?
by the Cercle de réflexion inter-
armées (Interservice Military Think
Tank), comprising over 60 French
officers, was based on an adherence
to Charles de Gaulle’s policy, known
as “Gaullism”.

Retired officers not directly involved
in the relevant platforms but with
their own history of ties with Russia
also participate in the socio-political
life of France. They exert influence
aligned with the interests of the
center  RUSSian government, and as such,
Derense  this report will also scrutinise their
REFORMS .
involvement.

Li-q.l....u.

L Y

THE FRENCH
CENTER FOR REALIST
GEOPOLITICS

The French Center for Realist Geo-
politics, Geopragma (Pdle francais
de géopolitique réaliste, Georpag-
ma), led by Reserve Colonel Caro-
line Galactéros and retired French
Army General Jean-Bernard Pina-
tel®), is active in France. Members
of the Center’'s board of directors
have not only professional but also
business ties with the Russian Fed-
eration, and other former employ-
ees of the French national security
and defense sector also participate
in the platform’s work. Geopragma
engages in various activities, includ-
ing publishing materials, hosting
conferences, and producing video
content aimed at justifying Rus-
sian aggression against Ukraine
and blaming NATO for the war. Ad-
ditionally, the center advocates for
France's withdrawal from the North
Atlantic Alliance and the disruption
of Western arms supplies to Ukraine.



Retired French
Army General
Jean-Bernard
Pinatel, co-founder
and vice president
of Geopragma,
during his military
service (center)
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Jean-Bernard Pinatel, the co-found-
er and vice-president® of Geoprag-
ma, retired French army general,
and former head of the Department
of Information and Public Affairs of
the French Ministry of Defense, is
also the founder and president of
the LP Conseil consulting compa-
ny. One of its areas of operation™
involves assisting businesses in Rus-
sia, including facilitating™ the open-

ing of an office in Moscow for the
French pharmaceutical company
SANOFI. LP Conseil has also assist-
ed major corporations such as Total,
Michelin, and Auchan in conduct-
ing business in Russia. The board
of directors of Geopragma includes
Emmanuel GoGt, a French busi-
nessman who served as the dep-
uty™ CEO of Russia Today France.
Residing™ in Moscow since 2016,
Gout has been involved® in various
ventures, including managing part-

------------------------------------------------

ner roles in two companies, Starin-
vestru and Godt, Sevastianov and
Partners, until 2023. Among other
activities, GoUt played a role in de-
veloping European relations for the
Russian state-owned concern Ro-
satom. Héléna Perroud, a former
director®™ of the French Institute in
St. Petersburg (L'institut francgais
de Saint Pétersbourg), is also on the
Center's board of directors. She cur-
rently runs'” a consulting company
that assists™ a consulting company
that assist™ in developing business-
es in Russia.

The second co-founder and presi-
dent of Geopragma, French Army
Reserve Colonel Caroline Galac-
teros, has her own history of profes-
sional ties with Russia. Before Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Galacteros served as a guest lectur-
er® at Peoples’ Friendship University
of Russia (RUDN) and participated
in events organised by the Russkiy
Mir Foundation. Notably, in 2017,
she took part in a roundtable dis-
cussion?® on migration issues. Both
before and after the invasion, Ga-
lacteros has contributed to Russian
state media, including Sputnik? and
Russia Today. In September 2023, a
substantial interview with Caroline
Galacteros was broadcast on RT.
The Geopragma Strategic Planning
Committee also includes Alain Juil-
let, former head of the Directorate
General for External Security (Di-
rection générale de la Sécurité ex-
térieure, DGSE) and Honorary Pres-

Members of Geopragma's board of directors have
not only professional but also business ties with
the Russian Federation. Retired officers from

the French national security and defense sector
participate in the platform’s work

7
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ident of the Academy of Economic
Intelligence (I'Académie de l'intel-
ligence économique). Since 2020,
Juillet has hosted his own program
on Russia Today called La Source?,
dedicated to security and geopol-
itics. Later in this report, we will

GCeopragma engages in various
activities, including publishing
mMaterials, hosting conferences,

and producing video content aimed
at justifying Russian aggression
against Ukraine and blaming NATO
for the war: it advocates for France's
withdrawal from the North Atlantic
Alliance and the disruption

of Western arms supplies to Ukraine
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closely examine Alain Juillet's public
activities, influence, and alignment
with the interests of the Russian
government.

In addition to these individuals, who
are members of Geopragma’s gov-
erning bodies and departments,
other former representatives of
France's national security and de-
fense sector are also involved in the
center’'s work. Frequently, these of-
ficers hold anti-American beliefs
and leverage Geopragma projects
to discredit NATO and the United
States in particular.

For instance, in 2021, a retired
French brigadier general and for-
mer attaché® of the French Em-
bassy in China, Daniel Schaeffer,
participated?* in the Geopragma
Tuesdays program on the Far East.
Brigadier General Schaeffer is a
member of the French think tank
Asie21 and has his own history of

8
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relations with Russia. In 2015, as an
analyst of Asie2], Daniel Schaeffer
took part in a conference® organ-
ised by the Institute of Oriental
Studies of the Russian Academy of
Sciences in Moscow, where he as-
serted the alleged “failure of Amer-
ican policy towards Ukraine”. On
the Asie2] platform, Daniel Schaef-
fer exerts influence aimed at un-
dermining cooperation between
the United States and European
NATO countries. Notably, in 2023,
in collaboration with another re-
tired French general, Grégoire Di-
amantidis, he published?® an arti-
cle stating that “NATO is not called
upon to create a coalition against
China in the Indo-Pacific, even in
the event of Chinese aggression
against Taiwan”.

General Grégoire Diamantidi, in
turn, serves as the secretary of an-
other think tank that brings to-
gether more than 60 retired French
officers, the Cercle de réflexion
interarmées (/nterservice Military
Analytical Center, further referred
to as CRI). The activities of the
center in France, especially those
aimed at criticising NATO, were
covered by the journal of the Feder-
ation of French-Russian Institutes,
Methode?. Yelena Sydorova (EneHa
CunpopoBa), a Russian citizen, holds
the position of editor-in-chief for
this publication (further details on
Methode, its activities, and French
officers associated with it will be
discussed below). As mentioned
earlier, in 2021, CRI issued an ap-
peal® to NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg, criticising the
Alliance’s NATO 2030 strategy. The
appeal garnered support from sev-
eral other French retired officers, as
well as?® the French Center for Re-
alist Geopolitics (Geopragma).
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Retired French
Navy Vice Admiral
Pascal Ausseur,
current head

of the French
Fondation
Méditerranéenne

d'Etudes
Stratégiques
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Pascal Ausseur, a retired Vice-Admi-
ral of the French Navy and current
head of the French Mediterrane-
an Foundation for Strategic Stud-
ies (Fondation Méditerranéenne
d’Etudes Stratégiques), was also in-
volved?®® in Geopragma'’s work. In his
interview, the Vice Admiral exerted
influence aimed at discrediting the
United States and the West in gen-
eral. He accused the United States
of “brutal and ineffective interfer-
ence” in international politics and
highlighted the alleged “decline in
the prestige of the West".

In 2021, on the platform of the French
Center for Realist Geopolitics, for-
mer French Ministry of Defense of-
ficial Alain Meininger spoke® about
“ways to bring Europe and Russia
closer together”. Pierre Conesa, a
former member3? of the Strategic

9

Planning Committee of the French
Ministry of Defense, is another
member of the Board of Directors
and a contributor to Geopragma.
Conesa is a frequent contributor to
Russia Today France?®3, where he has
criticised France's migration policy,
among other things. As part of the
joint project of Geopragma and the
Terra Bellum YouTube channel, he
also exerted influence aimed at dis-
crediting the United States of Amer-
ica, accusing3* the US of “religious
radicalism”.

Both before and after the full-
scale invasion, Caroline Galacteros,
Jean-Bernard Pinatel, Alain Juilli-
er, and Pierre Conesa continued
to participate in the work3® of the
Russian platform “Franco-Russian
Dialogue”, co-chaired?®® by Vladimir
Putin's close friend, former head of
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Russian Railways, Vladimir Yakunin.
We will devote a separate section
of this report to the activities of the
Franco-Russian Dialogue and the
participation of several other retired
French officers in it.

INn 2022, ASAF, together with

the National Association of Retired
Officers (L'/Association Nationale
des Officiers de Carriere en Retraite)
sent an appeal to all French
presidential candidates. The appeal
states that “France, as a NATO
member, may be drawn into

an armed conflict against its will
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INTERNAL
CONNECTIONS
OF GEOPRAGMA
IN FRANCE

Given the professional and business
ties with Russia of the French re-
tired officers among Geopragma’s
founders and members, along with
their involvement in exerting in-
fluence in the interests of the Rus-
sian government, the internal con-
nections of such individuals within
France are also noteworthy. This
includes ties with former officers,
military personnel, and other insti-
tutions and organisations.

For instance, Caroline Galacteros
serves as the administrator®” of the
Association de Soutien a I'’'Armée
Francaise (ASAF). This national as-
sociation® brings together former
combatants. ASAF collaborates with
the French Ministry of the Armed
Forces, boasting*® over 3,000 mem-
bers and including 100 other asso-

10
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ciations representing more than
100,000 members. The ASAF's board
of directors includes several retired
high-ranking French officers. Its
president, Colonel Serge de Kleb-
nikoff, a retired French Armed Forc-
es tank officer4°, has his own ties to
Russia. As de Klebnikoff mentioned
in an interview with Russia’s Sput-
nik4, in 2019, he organised a trip for
75 French officers to attend the Im-
mortal Regiment events in Moscow.
Another participant in the Immortal
Regiment events at that time was
Pierre Bayle, a former employee*?
of the French Institute of Higher
Studies of National Defense (I'Insti-
tut des Hautes Etudes de Défense
Nationale) and the current Deputy
Commissioner General“® of the Or-
ganisation for Friendship and Assis-
tance to Alumni of the Special Mil-
itary School of Saint-Cyr. Saint-Cyr
is one of the main military educa-
tional institutions in France (Socié-
té amicale de secours des anciens
éléves de I'Ecole spéciale militaire
de Saint-Cyr).

Henri Pinard-Legry, Honorary Pres-
ident of the Association for the Sup-
port of the French Army (ASAF) and
retired General, participated in the
Franco-Russian Dialogue, which will
be discussed in the relevant section.

On the ASAF platform, Caroline
Galacteros also exerts influence in
the interests of the Russian gov-
ernment, aiming to undermine
France's membership in NATO and
counter Western sanctions against
Russia. For example, in February
2022, on the eve of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, the association’'s web-
site published an interview** with
the Geopragma’s president about
how “NATO is harming France” and
how the policy of sanctions against



Retired General
Henri-Pinard
Legree, honorary
president of the
Association

for the Support
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in April 2023
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Russia has allegedly “shown its

weakness”.

The activities of the association itself
are alsoillustrative. In 2022, ASAF, to-
gether with the National Association
of Retired Officers (L'Association Na-
tionale des Officiers de Carriere en
Retraite) and the aforementioned
Cercle de réflexion interarmées
(CRI), sent*s a joint appeal to all
French presidential candidates. The
appeal states, among other things,
that “France, as a NATO member,
may be drawn into an armed con-
flict against its will".

GEOPRAGMA OFFICERS,
THE PARIS ACADEMY
OF GEOPOLITICS,

AND TIES WITH RUSSIA

The interaction between Geoprag-
ma and the Académie de Géopoli-
tique de Paris (Paris Academy
of Geopolitics), involving retired

11
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French officers, is also noteworthy.
The Academy, in turn, maintains
ties with the Russian Federation.
For instance, in October 2018, at the
Russian Orthodox Spiritual and Cul-
tural Center in Paris, the Academy,
with its president, an Iran expert,
and also the director“é of the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic Stud-
ies (Institut international d'études
stratégiques) Ali Rastbeen, organ-
ised4’” an international colloguium
on Russia's place in the modern
world. The event was attended by
Artem Studennikov, a represent-
ative of the Russian Embassy in
France, and Patricia Lalonde, Vice
President of Geopragma and for-
mer MEP. In 2013, the Paris Acade-
my of Geopolitics, in collaboration
with the Institute for Democracy
and Cooperation (/IDC), led by Na-
talia Narochnitskaya, a member of
the Public Chamber of the Russian
Federation, hosted“® an internation-
al conference on the “Geopolitics of
the Caucasus”.



Ali Rastbeen,
president

of the Russian-
affiliated
Académie

de Géopolitique
de Paris
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As mentioned earlier, both Geo-
pragma members and other retired
French officers participate in the ac-
tivities of the Paris Academy of Geo-
politics. For instance, in March 2023,
Caroline Galacteros took part in a
conference entitled “Clobal Con-
sequences of the War in Ukraine”,

held at the Academy. The confer-
ence also featured“® a retired Rear
Admiral of the French Navy, an Hon-
orary Member of the French Mari-
time Academy (l'Académie de Ma-
rine), and Chevalier of the National
Order of Merit, Jean Dufourcq. Dur-
ing the event, the Rear Admiral em-
phasised the need for “Europeans to
break free from the tight control of
the American neoconservative clan”
and called for “an immediate end
to the fighting” in Ukraine. Another
participant® of the Paris Academy
of Sciences conference was a retired
French general and former military
attaché of the French Embassy in
Germany, Nicolas Richoux, who re-
ferred to the war as “not global, but
globalised”.

12
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The Academy hosted another event
titled “Russians outside Russia”,
organised jointly® with Dmitri de
Kochko, co-founder of the Union of
Russian Speakers of France and the
Forum des Russes de France. Three
representatives of Geopragma at-
tended®? the event: the center's
president, Caroline Galacteros;
former high-ranking official of the
French Ministry of Defense, Pierre
Conesa; and Geopragma board
member Christopher Coonen. The
event focused, among other things,
on justifying Russia’'s aggression
against Ukraine, with one of the key
positions®®* of the conference for-
mulated as follows: “The world may
have misunderstood Putin’s funda-
mental motives for defending Rus-
sia’'s national interests and protect-
ing its neighbourhood”.

ANALYTICAL
CENTER CERCLE K2

From the perspective of Geoprag-
ma’s member officers potentially
influencing other French organisa-
tions, it's worth considering their
involvement in the Cercle K2 think
tank. The center hosts many peo-
ple from various areas of activities.
Among its founders are%* Caroline
Galacteros and Hervé Carresse, an-
other reserve colonel®s, former di-
rector of the Paris Fire Department,
and Chevalier of the French Legion
of Honour, who also has his own ties
to Russia. For example, Hervé Car-
resse participated in the aforemen-
tioned Franco-Russian Dialogue®s,
where he spread disinformation
about the low morale and surrender
of Ukrainian soldiers. He supported
the strategic narrative of Russian
propaganda about the damage
caused by anti-Russian sanctions to



Jean Dufourcq,

a retired French
Navy Rear Admiral,
honorary member
of the French
Académie de
Marine, and holder
of the National
Order of Merit
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the French economy, and in his own
public activities he also consistently
exerts influence that is in line with
the interests of the Russian Feder-

il Jean

RO

ation. For example, on the YouTube
channel of former Communist Party
of France lawyer>” Régis de Castel-
nau, Carrezet said®® that “Ukrainians
are cannon fodder” and that the real
decisions in the war are “made by
the United States”.

Cercle K2 emphasises® that it is not
responsible for the authors’ publi-
cations and that the platform does
not have any specific features rele-
vant to this study, but the few ma-
terials related to security issues are
worth mentioning in this study.
For example, one of the contribu-
tors to Cercle K2 is Alain Juillet, a

------------------------------------------------

member of Geopragma’s Strategic
Development Committee and for-
mer director of the French Directo-
rate General for External Security
(DGSE). In his material on Cercle K2,
Juillet exerts influence aimed at jus-
tifying Russian aggression, accus-
ing® NATO of Russia’'s war against
Ukraine and President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy of “crossing red lines” by
wanting to join the North Atlantic
Alliance”.

Another publication by the Cercle
K2's current president®, also a re-
tired French general and former
aide to French President Frangois
Marie Adrien Maurice Mitterrand,
Jean-Pierre Meyer, former head
of operations at the Military Intelli-
gence (Direction du renseignement
militaire) and current president of
the National Artillery Federation
(Fédération Nationale de ['Artill-
erie), suggested®? that the United
States may be involved in provok-
ing Russian aggression. In a video
on the Center’s YouTube channel on
the essence and purpose of NATO,
the organisation’s representative,
Samir Battiss, summarises® that
NATO allegedly “has no purpose”.

The Cercle K2 founders® also in-
clude, among others, former RT®
and Sputniké speaker Alain Rodi-
er, a former high-ranking French
intelligence officer and deputy di-
rector of the French Center for In-
telligence Studies CF2R, where he

The Cercle K2 founders also include, among others,
retired RT and Sputnik speaker Alain Rodier,

a retired high-ranking French intelligence officer
and deputy director of the French Center

for Intelligence Studies CF2R, where he leads

the research on terrorism and organised crime

13



Former

Director of the
Directorate-
General for
External Security
(DGSE) Alain
Juillet hosted his
own programme
on Russia Today
called La Source

CENTER
FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

leads the research on terrorism and
organised crime. On the think tank
platform, Alain Rodier has been in-
fluential in opposing Western an-
ti-Russian sanctions; in particular, in
his publication entitled “What can
Putin do against ‘'sanctions he has

ALAIN JUILLET A RT
pre—

never experienced before'?”, he crit-
icised®” anti-Russian sanctions as
allegedly they are “on the contrary,
pushing Putin to war”.

OMERTA

Omerta Media®® is another platform
with ties to the Russian Federation,
involving retired French officers
and employees of the national se-
curity and defense sector. With the
onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in 2022, the European
Union, including France, banned
the broadcasting of two Russian
state media outlets — Russia Today
and Sputnik. However, in the same
year, 2022, the aforementioned me-
dia platform Omerta was found-
ed in Paris, which, according to
Le Monde®?, became a new “mouth-
piece of Moscow” in France. Omer-
ta systematically exerts influence in
the interests of the Russian govern-
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ment, aiming, among other things,
for France's withdrawal from the
North Atlantic Alliance, accusing
NATO of Russian aggression, halt-
ing the supply of Western weapons
to the Ukrainian army, and pushing
Ukraine to negotiate with Russia.
Omerta’s work regularly involves re-
tired French officers and former na-
tional security and defense officials,
some of whom have their own ties
to Russia. For many years, they have
been exerting influence that sup-
ports the efforts of Russian secret
services in various areas.

The founder and president of Omer-
ta Media is French businessman
Charles d’Anjou, who has been liv-
ing”® in Russia since 2006. Accord-
ing to media reports”, he advised
the security company of a retired
Russian FSB colonel in Moscow. In
2022, Charles d’Anjou visited” the
occupied Donbas as a military cor-
respondent for the French TV chan-
nel TF1. He shared the results of
his trip at a meeting”™ in Moscow,
where, among other participants, a
representative of the Russian Union
of Compatriots, Vladislav Beresnev,
was present. According to Intel-
ligence Online™, the founder of
Omerta has contacts with Russian
Defense intelligence. In December
2022, Charles d'’Anjou became a
guest”™ on the Russian army’s offi-
cial channel Zvezda, where he dis-
cussed his personal stay “in the zone
of a special military operation”. For-
mer Russia Today journalist’¢ Régis
Le Sommier became Omerta’s ed-
itor-in-chief.

In November 2022, Paris became
the venue of the party to celebrate
the launch of Omerta, attended by
Charles d’Anjou and Regis Le Som-
mier. Another guest” at the event
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founder and
president of
Omerta (left)

and Régis

Le Sommier,
editor-in-chief
and former Russia
Today journalist
(center), during
their visit to the
occupied Donbas,
2022
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was Bernard Squarcini, the former
head of the French Central Direc-
torate of Domestic Intelligence (Di-
rection centrale du Renseignement
intérieur, DCR/), a retired French in-
telligence officer. Bernard Squarcini
is involved in a number of scandals
regarding so-called “influence ped-
dling”. He is also known for his coop-
eration” with Russian oligarch and
president of the Monaco football
club Dmitry Rybolovlev. The US FBI
(Federal Bureau of Investigation)
has’ several Squarcini’'s contracts
that were concluded “in the inter-
ests of Russia”. Squarcini is involved
in Omerta’s work, particularly by
exerting influence aimed at hold-
ing NATO responsible for Russia’'s
aggression against Ukraine. As Ber-
nard Squarcini said in an interview?®®

with the publication, “The war was
the result of NATO tightening its
noose around Russia”.

Alongside Bernard Squarcini, sever-
al retired French officers and former
representatives of national security
and defense structures contribut-
ed to the first issue of the Omerta
print magazine. In particular, the
aforementioned Pierre Conesa, a
member of the Geopragma board
of directors and a former high-rank-
ing official of the French Ministry
of Defense, and Jean-Marc Mairill, a
retired brigadier general® and for-
mer employee of the African Divi-
sion of the Directorate of Military
Intelligence. Additionally, Georges
Kuzmanovic, a retired French army
officer and well-known French pol-

Omerta systematically exerts influence, aiming
for France's withdrawal from the North Atlantic
Alllance, accusing NATO of Russian aggression,
halting the supply of Western weapons to the
Ukrainian army, and forcing Ukraine to negotiate
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itician, and Jacques Baud, a retired
Swiss army officer living in France,
also contributed to the issue. The
issue® was devoted to “the lost sov-
ereignty of France”, “American inter-
ventionism”, and “Bandera’s trace in

Ukraine”.

In March 2023, the aforementioned
French army reserve officer Georg-
es Kuzmanovic and the retired
French general, former head® of
France's military missions to the
UN and NATO, Dominique Trin-
qguand, took part in a debate® on
the Omerta platform on “Western
responsibility for the escalation of
the war in Ukraine”. Georges Kuz-
manovic, who defended the posi-

------------------------------------------------

tion of “Western guilt for the war
in Ukraine” during the debate, has
his own history of ties with Russia.
For many years, he has been exert-
ing influence in the interests of the
Russian government. In the past, he
was a members® of the French Left
Party, whose branch he personal-
ly opened in Russia, and a security
adviser® to the pro-Russian French
presidential candidate Jean-Luc
Mélenchon. In 2014, Georges Kuz-
manovich, together with Georgy
Chepelev, a member of the Coor-
dinating Council of Russian Com-
patriots in France, initiated a “rally
for peace in Ukraine” in Paris. The
rally participants demanded® the
recognition of the independence
of the so-called ‘DPR’' and ‘LPR’
Kuzmanovic also exerted influence
aimed at legalising Russia’'s occu-
pation of Crimea, stating®® that the
annexation of the peninsula was al-
legedly “a forced act of the Russian
Federation in response to the Nazi
coup in Kyiv". In 2017, Kuzmano-
vic took part in the launch® party
of Russia Today France, and in the
period from 2017-2019, he was the
most frequently®® featured politi-
cian on the air of this Russian media
outlet.

General Dominique Trinquand, like
several of the other officers men-
tioned above, also participated
in the Franco-Russian Dialogue.
In particular, in 2022, he spoke at a
roundtable® entitled “Does France
really need NATO?"

French Army Reserve Lieutenant
Colonel Christian Harbulot also at-

Omerta has contacts with Russian Defense
intelligence. Omerta’s editor-in-chief is former
Russia Today journalist Régis Le Sommier
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tended Omerta. He is the former
leader of the French armed Maoist
organization NAPAP (Noyaux armeés
pour I'autonomie populaire) and the
left-wing La Cause du people. These
days, he isthe founder?2 of the School
of Economic Warfare (I’Ecole de
guerre économique). In his speech
at Omerta, Christian Arbulo also ex-
erted influence aimed at discredit-
ing the United States of America. In
his interview with Régis Le Sommier,
he said®, among other things, that
“the United States is benefiting eco-
nomically from the war”.

Another participant in Omerta’s
work was a former intelligence
officer®* of the French Navy, Eric
Denécé. In his interview® with
Charles d'Anjou, Denécé spoke
about the “dominance of the Unit-
ed States of America”. Eric Denécé is
the founder®¢ of the aforementioned
French Center for Intelligence Stud-
ies (CF2R). The Center, whose ac-
tivities deserve special attention, is
composed of French retired officers
and intelligence officers.

17
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THE FRENCH CENTER
FOR INTELLIGENCE
STUDIES

The French Center for Intelli-
gence Studies (Center Francais de
Recherche sur le Renseignement,
hereinafter — CF2R) comprises®’
several former high-ranking of-
ficers of the French Armed Forc-
es and intelligence officers. The
center itself maintains numerous
ties with Russia and related organ-
isations. For instance, Eric Denes,
the director®® of CF2R and the risk
management consulting company
CF2R Services is actively involved®®
in the Franco-Russian Dialogue
and the Omerta platform™° He
also contributes to the Geoprag-
ma portal and was a commentator
for the Russian state media Sput-
nik™2 yntil 2022.

CF2R’s leadership also features's
Alain Chouet, former™4 Director of
the Intelligence and Security Ser-
vice (SRS) and former Head of the
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Directorate General for External
Security (DGSE), alongside Michel
Masson, heads of the French Di-
rectorate of Military Intelligence
(DRM). Another leader of the or-
ganisation is Alain 3Juillier, for-

mer director of the DGSE and a
frequent participant in the Fran-
co-Russian dialogue. Additional-

ly, retired division general Pascal
Legai and former director of the
Directorate-General for External
Security (DGSE), retired French Air
Force general Francgois Mermet
contribute to the leadership.

One of CF2R’s advisory bodies in-
cludes@® Igor Prelin, a colonel
in the USSR KGB counterintelli-
gence service, former instructor to
Vladimir Putin, and press attaché
to the last KGB chief, Vladimir
Kryuchkov.

Since the start of Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, CF2R has con-
sistently exerted influence in line
with the interests of the Russian
government. Several experts'®?
have even left the center because
the organisation supports the
Kremlin in its aggression against
Ukraine. For example, materials on
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the CF2R website exert influence
aimed at justifying'® Russian ag-
gression. The materials accuse the
United States of “tightening the
screws in Donbas”, which alleged-
ly “left Russia with no choice but
to go to war”, and make accusa-
tions'®® of Washington “sabotaging
the Minsk agreements”.

In December 2023, CF2R pub-
lishedm an article by the head of
Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice, Sergei Naryshkin, entitled
“2024: The Year of Geopolitical
Awakening”.

Interestingly, CF2R’s analytical re-
ports are utilised™ by both gov-
ernment and commercial institu-
tions in France. These include the
French Ministry of the Armed Forc-
es, the State Investment Bank™?
and a company" part of the larg-
est French stock index CAC 40,
reflecting the movement of share
prices of the 40 largest companies
traded on the Euronext Paris stock
exchange.

CF2R has ties to Russia and is in-
volved in campaigns that serve
the interests of the Russian gov-
ernment. Additionally, the center
has links with other organisations
that bring together retired French
officers and former military per-
sonnel. For instance, CF2R is a
member™ of the Club Phoenix,
a platform for dialogue between
representatives of the French Min-
istry of the Armed Forces, young
researchers, and business repre-
sentatives, created with the sup-
port of the Ministry’'s Directorate
General for International Relations
and Strategy (DGRIS). CF2R is also
a member™ of the Association
of Former Intelligence Officers
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(AASSDN). In fact, one of CF2R’s
leaders, retired General Francgois
Mermet, is the president™ of AAS-
SDN, and Alain Juillier, a member
of CF2R’s supervisory board, is the
vice president™ of the association.
CF2R is also a member™ of the
aforementioned ASAF, the French
Army Support Association.

The CF2R includes Colonel Igor
Prelin, a former Vladimir Putin's
instructor and press attaché

of the last KGB chief
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REVUE “METHODE"”

Another platform™ in France that
involves retired French officers and
merits attention in this study is the
journal of the Association of Fran-
co-Russian Institutes, “Methode”
(hereinafter — Methode). Methode’s
editor-in-chief? is Yelena Sydoro-
va, Director of the Franco-Russian
Institute at the Platov South Rus-
sian State Polytechnic University
(Institut Franco-Russe de ['UPESR,
Russian acronym for the universi-
ty — NPJ/). As an associate professor
at YSPPU, she taught™ at Donetsk
National Technical University after
the start of Russian aggression in
2014. The work of Methode is aimed
at legitimising™? the official Russian
position on the “civil war in Don-
bas”, promoting the military pow-
er of the Russian Federation, and
endorsing the Sputnik V vaccine™4,
The last printed issue of Methode is
dated 2021. Still, the French retired
officers who are the authors of the
magazine continue to exert influ-
ence in the interests of the Russian
government after Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.
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Methode’s editorial director'® s
Francois Maurice, a retired French
Air Force officer™®, Frangois Maurice
is a ‘DPR’ supporter. After 2014, he
published™ in the newspaper of the
Donetsk National Technical Univer-
sity. French officer Maurice is the in-
cumbent president’® of one of the
branches of the Union Nationale
des Combattants, a “Gaullist”, and
author of the book™® “De Gaulle and
Russia”, aswell as the article™° “Waff-
en SS Division Galicia: On Ukraine’s
Return to the Dark Past”. Maurice
also criticises™ the “penetration of
the NATO language into the French
army”.

The authors of Methode include
the retired French general, former
commander of NATO forces in Koso-
vo Jean-Claude Allard™? ; former
captain of the French gendarme-
rie, alumnus™® of the Special Mili-
tary School of Saint-Cyr, and once
presidential candidate Alexandre
Juving-Brune®*, former officer™ of
the French National Gendarmerie,
vice-president of the political party
Objectif France, retired brigadier
general®® of the French Air Force
Antoine Martinez, and former para-
trooper Xavier Moreau™’.

Before Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, General Jean-Claude Allard
was a guest™® on Russia Today, where
he called for “a rapprochement be-
tween NATO and Russia”. In 2021, he
signed the aforementioned state-
ment by the Cercle de réflexion in-
terarmées, criticising the NATO 2030
strategy. After February 2022, Jean-
Claude Allard labelled™ the Russian
war against Ukraine a “NATO-Russia
conflict”. General Allard is an associate
research fellow'® at the prestigious
Paris-based IRIS (Institut de Relations
Internationales et Stratégiques).
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Another Methode contributor,
retired captain Alexandre Juv-
ing-Brun, an alumnus™ of the Spe-
cial Military School of Saint-Cyr,
called™? on high-ranking French
officers “not to get involved in a
war with Russia” after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. Earlier, in 2021, Juv-
ing-Brun wrote® a letter of appeal
to French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on “the infiltration of Muslims
into the French army”.

In 2022, Alexandre Jouwing-Brun
participated in an event'#4 organised
by fundamentalist Catholics from
the Civitas organisation founded
by Belgian right-wing activist Alain
Escada. The activities of both Civ-
itas™ and Alain Escada himself46
were covered by the Katehon portal,
funded™” by Russian oligarch Kon-
stantin Malofeev. During this event,
Alexandre Jouwing-Brun promot-
ed the so-called “new currency” he

20

©eccccccccccscccccccccccccccne

had created, an alleged “alternative
to the euro”. The retired gendarme-
rie captain™® was later arrested on
fraud charges.

Another Methode author, retired
French Air Force Brigadier General
Antoine Martinez, is also involved
in French political life. In 2015, he
founded™® the far-right political
party Volontaires pour la France.
The party is mainly composed™® of
former French military and police
officers. As part of his own presiden-
tial campaign, Martinez promoted
the idea™ of France's withdrawal
from NATO, publicly advocating for
such a step. In 2022, he sought to
justify Russia's aggression against
Ukraine by writing an article™ en-
titled “The Ukrainian Conflict: From
lllusions to Reality”, in which he re-
ferred to Russia's attack as “a logical
continuation of the war prepared by
the United States”.
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A former French paratrooper of-
ficer, Xavier Moreau, has been liv-
ing in Russia since 2000 and is a
member3 of the French NGO “East
France - Solidarity Donbas” (Vostok
France - Solidarité Donbass). Ac-
cording™* to the Security Service
of Ukraine, the organisation is con-
trolled by Russian secret services.

Methode's editorial director

Is Francois Maurice, a retired
French Air Force officer and a ‘DPR’
supporter. After 2014, he published
in the Donetsk National Technical
University newspaper. Maurice

Is the incumbent president

of a branch of the National Union
of Combatants, a “Gaullist’,

and author of the book

‘De Gaulle and Russia
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Moreau is known™ for participat-
ing in the opening of the so-called
“DPR consulate” in Paris and being
an “observer” at the so-called “lo-
cal elections” in the “DPR". Xavier
Moreau also has ties to Marine Le
Pen's National Front. In 2016, he vis-
ited the occupied Donbas together
with Emmanuel Leroy, a politician
close to Le Pen and a member’¢ of
the Russian Valdai club.

After Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
Moreau continued to speak®™ on
the French media. In his speeches,
he describes Ukraine as a “fragile
entity” allegedly “exploited by the
West” and states™® that Russia has
“already won the war”.

Xavier Moreau is the founder™ and
editor of the Stratpol Center for Po-
litical and Strategic Analysis. One
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of the guest editors'®® of this publi-
cation is Denis Pushilin, the leader
of the DPR terrorist group. Other
French retired officers are among
Stratpol’s contributors, including
Pierre Conesa, a member of the
Geopragma board of directors™,
who we have mentioned several
times, and Alain Corvez, a retired
colonel®?, former adviser to the UN
Force Commander in Lebanon, and
adviser to the French Ministry of
Defense and Ministry of Interior. In
September 2022, Corvez became
an “observer” at the so-called “ref-
erendum” on the accession of four
Ukrainian regions to Russia.

Alain Corvez is under sanctions™3 in
the EU, the UK, the US, Switzerland,
Australia, Japan, and Ukraine, but
this has not prevented him from
continuing to promote the inter-
ests of the Russian government. In
2023, Corvez opposed™ the supply
of Fl16 fighter jets to Ukraine. In an
interview with the French newspa-
per Le Dialogue™s in October 2023,
he claimed that people in Europe
allegedly “increasingly want Russia
to win”.

ASSOCIATION
DIALOGUE FRANCO-
RUSSE

The Association Dialogue Fran-
co-Russe merits particular attention
in this study. Established™® in 2004
under the patronage of Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his
French counterpart Jacques René
Chirac, the association is co-chaired
by Russian oligarch and KGB gener-
al'®” Vladimir Yakunin (KGB - Com-
mittee for State Security of the So-
viet Union). In 2022, following the
onset of the Russian invasion of
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Ukraine, the association organised
a series of conferences, roundtables,
and panel discussions aimed at jus-
tifying Russian aggression. They
accused NATO of initiating the war
and used the threat of nuclear con-
flict to intimidate the West. Several
retired high-ranking French officers
and former intelligence officers at-
tended these events.

For instance, on April 6, 2022, a pan-
el discussion™® titled “Russia-NATO:
How to Avoid World War III" took
place on the association’s platform.
Retired French Brigadier General
Francois Chauvancy participated in
the discussion, which aimed to com-
pel the West to negotiate with Rus-
sia, advocating to “hear Russia” and
“restore dialogue between NATO
and Russia”. On October 12, 2022,
the association organised a round-
table™® discussion on “Ukraine: NA-
TO-Russia Relations after the War”.
The conclusion of the event was to
blame NATO for Russia’s war against
Ukraine. Three retired officers at-
tended the event — General Vincent
Desportes, retired French Army

22

General Dominique Delawarde,
and former officer of The French
Army Special Operations Command
(Commandement des opérations
spéciales), Colonel Jacques Hogard.

Despite numerous publications and
widespread publicity revealing that
Vladimir Putin's close associate,
Russian oligarch Vladimir Yakunin,
oversees the association’s activities,
the platform continued to operate.
In 2023, it intensified efforts to en-
gage retired French officers in its
events.

A notable aspect of the influence
observed in the platform’s work in
2023 is the emergence of what is
termed “fatigue from Ukraine” and
the push to force Ukraine into nego-
tiations with Russia. For example, on
April 20, 2023, the Franco-Russian
Dialogue platform announced®
a panel discussion featuring three
retired French generals - former
lecturer at the Ecole supérieure de
guerre Alexandre Lalanne-Berd-
outicq, former French military at-
taché to Russia Philippe Sidos, and



Participants .. '
in the Franco- Henri Pinard-Legry, honorary presi-

Russian Dialogue: dent of the Association for the Sup-
General Vincent port of the French Army (ASAF). The
Desportes, retired 4 h o discussion was titled “Ukraine:
French Army N
General Dominique Endless  War”. However, General
Delawarde, Philippe Sidos was unable to join™

and former the discussion.
French Army

Special Operations
Command officer French officers from the leadership

Colonel Jacques of the Geopragma Center played an
Hogard . . . .
active role in the Franco-Russian Di-
alogue. In September 2023, Reserve
Colonel and President of Geoprag-
ma, Caroline Galacteros, exerted in-
fluence during her speech'? at the
association’s platform, pushing for
Ukraine to enter into negotiations.
She suggested that Zelenskyy would
allegedly “negotiate when Ukraine
is no longer there”. In October 2023,

TOY SOLDIERS:
NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

Pierre Conesa, a member of the
Geopragma board of directors and
former official at the French Ministry
of Defense, also sought to promote
the idea of Ukraine negotiating. He
insisted that Putin was “talking to
everyone”. In July of the same year,
a retired general Jean-Bernard Pi-
natel, Vice President of Geopragma
and Doctor of Political Science, gave
an interview to the Association, ad-
vocating'4 for “not ignoring Russia's
security needs”.

In 2023, Eric Denes, the director of
the CF2R center discussed above,
also joined the Franco-Russian
Dialogue. The focus of his influence
was similar: creating fatigue with
Ukraine and compelling negotia-

The Association Dialogue Franco-Russe

merits particular attention in this study.

It was established in 2004 under the patronage
of Russian President Vladimir Putin and his
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French counterpart Jacques René Chirac.
== The gssociation Is co-chaired by Russian
oligarch and KGB general Vladimir Yakunin
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tions with Russia. During his speech
at the event, retired officer Eric
Denes asserted that “Ukraine can-
not win, and Russia cannot lose in
the war”.

INn 2023, Zemmour's Recongquéte
political party announced its
participation in the European
Parliament elections scheduled
for June 2024. According to the
French Institute for Public Opinion
and Marketing Research in France
and Abroad, this party stands

a chance of winning EU seats
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In an earlier instance in 2022, Rear
Admiral Jean Dufourcq, a retired
French Navy officer and honorary
member of the French Naval Acade-
my, decorated with the National Or-
der of Merit, also participated in the
Franco-Russian Dialogue roundta-
ble. He was previously mentioned
in the context of the events of the
Paris Academy of Geopolitics affiliat-
ed with the Russian Federation. An-
other participant in this event was
the retired French general, former
head of France's military missions to
the UN and NATO, Dominique Trin-
couan. His involvement in Omerta
was discussed above. The influence
exerted by this roundtable'® aimed
at advocating for France's withdraw-
al from the North Atlantic Alliance.
The event itself had a distinctive ti-
tle: “Does France really need NATO?”

CONCLUSIONS

Particular attention should be given
to the threats associated with the in-
volvement of retired officersfrom the
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French Armed Forces in the coun-
try's political landscape and Russia's
influence on these processes. For
instance, during the 2022 presiden-
tial election, reserve colonel Caroline
Galacteros, the president of the Geo-
pragma think tank, assumed”? the
role of international affairs adviser to
the far-right, pro-Russian candidate
Eric Zemmour. Simultaneously, re-
tired Major General Bertrand de La
Chesnais, former Deputy Chief of
Staff of the French Army, took on the
role of the campaign manager for
this candidate.

Following Russia’'s invasion of
Ukraine, Eric Zemmour adopted®
an openly pro-Russian stance and
criticised France's military sup-
port to Ukraine. The politician iden-
tifies as a “Gaullist”, using this per-
spective to shape his political vision,
emphasising France’'s need to with-
draw™® from NATO. In June 2023,
Omerta published an extensive in-
terview™® with Eric Zemmour titled
“Zemmour has not yet said his last
word"”, presenting a segment of his
political program dedicated to mi-
gration. In 2023, Zemmour’s Recon-
quéte political party announced?
its participation in the European
Parliament elections scheduled for
June 2024. According to the French
Institute for Public Opinion and
Marketing Research in France and
Abroad™? (Institut d'études opinion
et marketing en France et a l'inter-
national — Ifop), this party stands a
chance of winning seats in the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

The aforementioned retired Major
General Bertrand de La Chesnais, as
reported by Le Parisien™4, is closely
associated with another French of-
ficer, retired French Army General
Pierre de Villiers, the former Chief
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of Staff of the French Armed Forc-
es (2014-2017). General Pierre de
Villiers is the brother of Philippe
de Villiers, a prominent French
pro-Russian politician, former Minis-
ter of Culture, and former presiden-
tial candidate who maintains close
business ties with Russian oligarch
Konstantin Malofeev. They signed a
contract™> to build a theme park in
the annexed Crimea after its occu-
pation.

Leading up to the 2022 presidential
elections in France, there was active
public discussion about the poten-
tial candidacy of General Pierre de
Villiers for the head of state position.
According to opinion polls conduct-
ed by Valeurs Actuelles™®s, 20% of
citizens would have voted for Pierre
de Villiers. Philippe de Villiers active-
ly supported™® the idea of Pierre de
Villiers' participation in the election.

------------------------------------------------

According to Francetv’s ratings,
which did not include General de
Villiers, Emmanuel Macron had®® a
pre-election rating of 26.3% on the
eve of the vote, and Marine Le Pen
had 23%.

In 2022, General Pierre de Villiers
withdrew from the campaign. How-
ever, given the deteriorating inter-
national security situation, there
is a growing demand in Western
societies for the presence of for-
mer military officers in politics. The
election™ of General Petr Pavel as
President of the Czech Republic at-
tests to this. Therefore, the situation
with Villiers' candidacy may change.
The general himself did not rule out
such a possibility, stating™® back
in 2020 that many French people
wanted to see him in politics, and
therefore he, “as a brave soldier, can
be sacrificed”.
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SPAIN

|tis well known that Russian se-
cret services employ various
tactics to exert influence, one of
which involves supporting political
parties across different ideologies,
including both “left” and *“right”
factions. This strategy is evident
in real-world politics; for instance,
in Germany, Russia is reported by
The Washington Post! to be collab-
orating with both the far-right Al-
ternative fur Deutschland and the
left-wing Die Linke. In France, the
Russian Federation’s funding of
the right-wing National Front (Ras-
semblement National) has been
exposed? along with confirmed
connections® with Jean-Luc Mélen-
chon's far-left La France insoumise.
Similar activities are observed in
several other nations. This strate-
gy not only allows Russia to occupy
various electoral niches and exacer-
bate societal polarisation but also to
establish footholds of influence for a
range of active measures.

------------------------------------------------

In contemporary Spain, character-
ised by the traditionally tumultuous
leftist regions of Catalonia and the
Basque Country, ideological polari-
sation stands out as one of the most
prominent in Europe. This was evi-
dent in protests* of several hundred
thousand people in November 2023
against the Spanish Socialist Work-
ers' Party's (Partido Socialista Obre-
ro Esparnol) intention to form a gov-
ernment alongside the right-wing
“Together for Catalonia” (Junts per
Catalunya) party, which advocates
for regional independence. It's worth
noting for the purposes of this anal-
ysis that such polarisation is also evi-
dent among retired Spanish military
personnel. This stems from the his-
torical backdrop of the civil conflict
of 1936-1939 between the “left-wing”
Republicans, backed by the USSRS,
and the nationalists led by Francis-
co Franco. A manifestation of this di-
vide was the discord over the letters,
signed by 50 retired Francoist officers

ldeological diversity among the Spanish military
is historically influenced by the confrontation

of the years 1936-1939 between the “left-wing”
Republicans, backed by the USSR, and the
nationalists led by Franco
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and published” in November 2023
by the Spanish Military Association
(Asociacion de Militares Espanoles),
demanding the removal of the cur-
rent Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
Pérez-Castejon. It was sharply crit-
icised by retired military officers on
the “left” flank, who opposed the
“Francoist legacy” in the army.

This ideological fracturing provides
fertile ground for Russian secret
services to directly influence select
members of the Spanish military, in-
fluencing them directly and engag-
ing in various specialised activities.

In Spain, retired officers are involved
in activities aligned with the inter-
ests of the Russian government
through political parties with ties to
Russia, namely the left-wing® Pode-
mos (“We Can!”) and the far-right®
Vox (“Voice”). This study will also ex-
amine non-partisan retired Spanish
officers with connections to Russia,
their affiliated organisations, and
their activities serving the interests
of the Russian government.
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SPANISH OFFICERS

IN THE RANKS OF THE
LEFT-WING PODEMOS
PARTY, TIES TO RUSSIA,
AND ACTIVITIES
ALIGNED WITH

THE INTERESTS OF THE
RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT

One of the left-wing political forces
involving retired Spanish officers is
the Podemos party. Created in co-
operation™ with representatives of
the Trotskyist force “Left Anti-Cap-
italists” (/Izquierda Anticapitalista),
in 2016, as part of the broad coalition
of leftist forces Unidas Podemos,
it became” a partner of the “Unit-
ed Left” (Izquierda Unida), whose
founder and key political force — the
Communist Party of Spain (Partido
Comunista de Espana) - is histori-
cally™ associated with the USSR and
modern Russia. Some of its mem-
bers participated™ in armed ag-
gression against Ukraine within the
“DPR” and “LPR" terrorist groups.
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Despite its electoral setbacks in the
2023 legislative elections, Podem-
os has achieved significant mile-
stones since its inception. It has
secured™ parliamentary seats mul-
tiple times, held positions™ within
the Spanish government, and cur-
rently maintains representation’ in

The appeal to the EU to cease
supplying military aid to Ukraine
was signed by approximately

30 retired officers and former
military personnel from various
branches of the Spanish army,
and the campaign was supported
by Russia Today
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the European Parliament. Podemos
has received” media support from
Spanish-language Russian state
media outlets such as Russia Today
and Sputnik. The party's founder,
Pablo Iglesias, a former member®
of the youth organisation of the
Communist Party of Spain (Un-
ion de Juventudes Comunistas de
Espana), was" a regular guest on
Russian media platforms. The party
has faced repeated accusations of
being financed by the Russian Fed-
eration, particularly from Spanish
government officials. In 2015, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain,
José Manuel Garcia-Margallo, made
a corresponding statement?. Dur-
ing hearings of the National Se-
curity Committee of the Spanish
Congress, a report was presented?
suggesting that Podemos may re-
ceive funding from the Russian
government.

Since the onset of Russia’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine in 2014, both
the party itself and retired officers
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from its ranks have systematically
exerted influence in line with the
interests of the Russian govern-
ment. Their actions aim, among
other things, to alleviate sanctions
pressure on Russia and undermine
the supply of military and tech-
nical assistance to Ukraine. For
instance, in March 2022, during a
meeting of the European Parlia-
ment, Podemos voted?? against
expanding sanctions against Rus-
sia in response to a full-scale inva-
sion. The party's official stance is
to blame? NATO for starting the
war. It has consistently opposed?#
granting Ukraine the EU candi-
date status and is against provid-
ing financial and military?® assis-
tance to Ukraine.

MANIFESTO

TO THE EU DEMANDING
A CESSATION OF ARMS
SUPPLY TO UKRAINE

Regarding the personal involve-
ment of retired Spanish officers
who are members of Podemos and
exerting influence that aligns with
the interests of the Russian gov-
ernment, the manifesto?® released
by former members of the Spanish
Armed Forces in June 2023 is note-
worthy. The manifesto calls for the
European Union to cease supplying
military aid to Ukraine and to initi-
ate what they term as “peace talks”
with Russia.

The appeal was endorsed by ap-
proximately 30 retired officers and
former military personnel from var-
ious branches of the Spanish army.
Additionally, the campaign received
support from the Spanish-language
Russian state media outlet Russia
Today?.
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One of the prominent signatories of
the manifesto was the former?® Chief
of the General Staff of the Spanish
Defense Ministry (Jefe del Estado
Mayor de la Defensa) and a mem-
ber?® of the Coordination Council
and the National Public Council of
Podemos, Air General José Julio
Rodriguez Fernandez. General Ju-
lio Rodriguez, who also served3® as
the head of the NATO Airborne Early
Warning and Control program and
the Director General® of Armaments
and Material of the Ministry of De-
fense of Spain, has consistently ad-
vocated for policies aimed at coun-
tering the supply of arms to Ukraine.
For instance, in 2023, he expressed3?
opposition to the transfer of Leopard
heavy tanks to Ukraine via a post on
his Twitter page, stating that such
a decision would “lead to military
escalation” and “prolong the war".
The retired Spanish army officer also
maintains the belief*® that the occu-
pied Crimea cannot be returned “no
matter what kind of military assis-
tance is provided to Ukraine”.
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Furthermore, General Rodriguez's
stance on the issue of Catalan in-
dependence is significant. Along-
side advocating for the region to re-
main part of Spain, he supported3
the holding of an unconstitutional
referendum on Catalan separation.
According to Spanish intelligence?,
Russian secret services were also in-
terested in promoting the referen-
dum within Spanish society.

General José Julio Rodriguez
Fernandez has been linked?*® by
Spanish media to several left-wing
associations of retired Spanish of-

ficers, including the “Militaries
Anti-Francoists” (Militares Anti
Franquistas), the group “Mili-

tary Democrats for the ANEMOI
Republic” (Colectivo de Milita-
res Democratas por la Republica
“ANEMOI” hereafter referred to as
ANEMOI), and the Military and De-
mocracy Forum (el Foro Milicia y
Democracia, hereafter — FMD), all
of which will be further discussed
in this report.
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In January 2022, on the eve of Rus-
sia's invasion of Ukraine, the Mil-
itary Anti-Francoists published??
an official statement through its
partner organisation, the Associa-
tion for the Memory of the Military
Democrats (Asociacion por la Me-
moria Militar Democrdtica, here-
after - AMMD), accusing NATO, not
Russia, of preparing for such an in-
vasion. They demanded that Spain
remain “neutral” in the conflict. It
is noteworthy that after the onset
of Russian aggression in 2014, the
president of AMMD and a member
of ANEMOI, Captain of the Spanish
Navy in reserve Manuel Pardo de
Donlebdn Montesino, became an
expert on the platform of the Span-

ish-language Russian media Sput-
nik3®, where among other things,
he exerted influence aimed at dis-
crediting NATO. In particular, he re-
ferred®® to the alliance as “an instru-
ment of US domination”. Retired
Spanish Navy officer, Montesino is
also the founder4® of the organisa-
tion “Veterans for Peace in Spain”
(Veteranos por la Paz Espana) and
a member4 of the so-called Inter-
national Anti-imperialistic Front
(Frente Antiimperialista Interna-
cionalista). During the NATO sum-
mit in Madrid in 2022, Montesino
co-organized4? an anti-NATO pro-
test in the capital, which received
information support from Russia’s
Sputnik4.

On the eve of Russia’s invasion,

on the Militares Antifranquistas’ site a statement
of the Asociacion por la Memoria Militar
Democratica was published, accusing NATO,

not Russia, in preparing for an invasion,

and demanding the "neutrality” from Spain
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“Veterans for Peace in Spain” is
part4 of the international organi-
sation Veterans for Peace, which is
registered in the United States. Both
Veterans for Peace in Spain and its
American parent organisation have
been influencing% opposition to

the supply of Western weapons to
Ukraine since Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion.

In April 2023,
Ecologists

in Action
participated

in pacifist
demonstrations
in Spain,
demanding

to stop military
and technical
assistance

to Ukraine

and advocating
for “peace talks’
with Russia
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The aforementioned ANEMOI group
also officially opposes*® the pro-
vision of Western military aid to
Ukraine. Several representatives of
ANEMOI and the Military and De-
mocracy Forum have signed the
aforementioned appeal to the EU,
which will receive further focus later
in this paper.

Another retired officer, a member of
Podemos and signatory of the man-
ifesto, is the former Chief4 of the
Spanish Air Combat Command (Ge-
neral Jefe del Mando Aéreo de Com-
bate), retired Lieutenant General
César Miguel Simoén Lépez. Lieuten-
ant General Lopez is the party's rep-
resentative*® in the municipality of
Guadalajara and a member#® of the
Military and Democracy Forum. He
also serves as a military consultant®®
to the president of the Airbus aero-
space company’s Spanish branch.
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Other Spanish officers and retired
military personnel, who supported
the demand> to the EU to halt arms
supply, are not affiliated with po-
litical parties, but have established
ties to Russia and are involved in
campaigns that align with the in-
terests of the Russian government.
Therefore, they also deserve special
attention.

For example, retired®® Spanish
army lieutenant Luis Gonzalo Se-
gura is a regular contributors® to
the Spanish-language version of
Russia Today. Through his work
on the platform, Lieutenant Se-
gura, among other things, exerts
influence aimed®* at discrediting
Ukraine as an “undemocratic state”
and discrediting® the North Atlan-
tic Alliance.

In August 2023, Segura published
a book®¢ titled “The Ukrainian Trap”
(“La trampa Ucraniana”), which
criticises the “demonisation of Rus-
sia by the West” and accuses West-
ern media of “disinformation and
distortion of facts about the war”.

Another signatory of the demand®?
to the EU to stop supplying arms
to Ukraine was retired Lieuten-
ant Colonel® of the Spanish Air
Force, José Ignacio Dominguez.
Dominguez has also engaged with
Spanish-language Russian state
media, this time — with Sputnik®. He
serves as the regional coordinator®®
and lawyer for Ecologists in Ac-
tion (Ecologistas en Accion), which
has been systematically involved
in influencing the interests of the
Russian government. In April 2023,
Ecologists in Action participated®
in pacifist demonstrations in Spain,
demanding an end to military and
technical assistance to Ukraine and
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advocating for “peace talks” with
Russia, echoing® similar arguments
as those put forth by the Kremlin re-
garding the “threat of direct conflict
between NATO and Russia”, along
with employing classic leftist rheto-
ric about “reducing military spend-
ing” and the “urgency to bolster” so-
cial spending.

Participation of Ecologists in Action
in campaigns® to shut down nu-
clear power plants in Spain and op-
pose the construction of the MidCat
(Midi-Catalonia) gas pipeline also
deserves attention. Analysts esti-
mated®, if completed, the MidCat
project could reduce European re-
liance on Russian natural gas by 10
to 40%. Opposition to the pipeline's
construction in 2017 was cited® by
subversion experts as one of the
economic reasons why Russian in-
telligence services support Catalan
separatists.
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Among the signatories of the ap-
peal to the EU is Manuel Ruiz Rob-
les, a retired captain of the Spanish
Navy and former member® of the
left-wing anti-Franco Democratic
Military Union (Union Militar De-
mocradtica, hereafter - UMD). Robles
is an official partner®” of the afore-
mentioned Military and Democracy
Forum, a member®® of the board of
directors of the Militia and Repub-
lic Civil Association (/la Asociacion
Civil Milicia y Republica, hereafter —
AC MYR), and a member® of the
organisation “Friends of Combat-
ants in Republican Spain” (Amigos
de los Combatientes en la Espana
Republicana, hereafter - ACER).
ACER, among its various activities,
examines™ the archives of the In-
ternational Brigades in Moscow
and collaborates with several other
memorial organisations. Notably, it
has a partner organisation in Russia
that has received recognition for its
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The ‘Militaries
for the Future”
union held

a rally,
demanding
changes

to Spain’s
legislation

to permit
active-duty
military personnel
to join political
parties
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efforts from the Investigative Com-
mittee of the Russian Federation.

One more signatory of the manifes-
to is a retired officer” of the Span-
ish Air Force Floren Dimas, who is
a member of all three of the afore-
mentioned officers’ associations, in-
cluding ACER and ANEMOI. Dimas
is also one of the contributors” to
the Military and Democracy Forum
and the head” of the Militia and Re-
public Civil Association (AC MYR).
In his public activities, Lieutenant’
Dimas calls”™ “NATO expansion” as
a reason for the war and opposes’
Spain’s purchase of Patriot systems
for further transfer to Ukraine.

Interestingly, all aforementioned re-
tired Spanish officers who signed the
manifesto to the EU, along with the
Ecologists in Action, are contributors
to the Spanish-language left-wing
publisher Rebelion. The platform
boasts approximately 4.5 million vis-
its monthly and is considered one
of the most influential left-wing re-

39

sources in Europe. While the owner
of the publishing company remains
unknown, one of Rebelion’s authors”
is Leonid Savin (/leoHua CaBuH), the
editor-in-chief” of the think tank
Katehon, which is funded by Russian
oligarch Konstantin Malofeev. The
Rebelion site regularly reprints ma-
terials from Katehon® and another
think tank associated with Malofeev®,
Geopolitica.ru®2. Additionally, Mak-
sym Goldrab (Maxkcum [onbgpab),
leader of the Union of Left Forces
party, banned in Ukraine and accused
by the Security Service of Ukraine of
collaborating with the Russian Feder-
ation, contributes to Rebelion. The Un-
ion of Left Forces party participated®
in the so-called “elections” in the terri-
tories occupied by the Russian militia
groups “DPR" and “LPR". On the Rebe-
lion portal, Goldrab addresses topics
such as “Nazism in Ukraine”8, “military
corruption”®®, and “the destruction of
freedom of speech”. Pablo Iglesias,
the founder of the Podemos party,
has also collaborated®” as a contribu-
tor with the Rebelion platform.
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It's important to note that the man-
ifesto directly impacts the Spanish
military, as it calls®® for officers and
representatives of the Spanish army
to join the campaign.

PODEMOS'’
CONNECTIONS WITH
OTHER ASSOCIATIONS
OF RETIRED MILITARY
PERSONNEL

In regards to Podemos’s potential
influence on both active and retired
Spanish military personnel, the par-
ty’s ties® with the organisation “Mil-
itaries for the Future” (Militares con
Futuro) deserve attention. One of
the primary objectives of this organ-
isation is to lobby for “amendments
to Spanish legislation” to permit®°
military personnel to join political
parties. Notably, Podemos actively
sought to draw military personnel
to this association, employing? its
own official media platform for this
purpose.

“Militaries for the Future” has faced
accusations®? from Spanish intelli-
gence of engaging in “subversive
activities” within the Spanish Armed
Forces. During the migrant crisis in
the Ceuta region (a Spanish exclave
on the northern coast of Africa) in
2021, the organisation reportedly
utilised the “Citizens in Uniform”
(Ciudadanos de Uniforme) Tele-
gram channel for anonymous mili-
tary complaints, encouraging active
military personnel to disregard®
orders from their command and
refrain from impeding attempts to

------------------------------------------------

breach the border fence with Mo-
rocco.

“Citizens in Uniform” has been sub-
ject to coverage by Russian state
media outlet Sputnik as part of ef-
forts to discredit the Spanish Armed
Forces and the NATO alliance. For
instance, Sputnik published an arti-
cle® about the alleged presence of
“neo-Nazis” within NATO armies, cit-
ing a report by “Citizens in Uniform”
submitted to the Spanish Ministry
of Defense on the alleged “presence
of such neo-Nazis in the Spanish
Armed Forces”.

It is noteworthy that representa-
tives of the political alliance Uni-
dos Podemos, comprising the Po-
demos party, have participated in
events alongside “Militaries for the
Future”. For instance, on Septem-
ber 4, 2021, a rally®s organised by
the “Union of Private Soldiers” (La
Union de Militares de Tropa) was
held in front of the Spanish Con-
gress in Plaza de la Cortes, Madrid.
Various associations of the Spanish
military attended the event - the
Professional Military Association
“Old Spanish Tercios” (La aso-
ciacion “Tercios Viejos espanoles”
(TERVIES)) that unites®® military
personnel from various branch-
es of the army, the association
“Request for Justice and Honor”
(Cuestion de Justicia y Honor) that
exposes internal violations within
the Armed Forces, and represent-
atives of the “Militaries for the Fu-
ture”. Members of the Unidas Po-
demos alliance also®” were present
at the rally, including Enrique San-

Militares con Futuro has faced accusations from
Spanish intelligence of engaging in “subversive
activities” wothin the Spanish Armed Forces
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tiago, the General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Spain, who is
considered®® by Spanish media to
be very close to the leader of Pode-
mos, Pablo Iglesias.

VOX RIGHTS, TIES TO
RUSSIA AND INFLUENCE
ON THE SPANISH
MILITARY

From the perspective of ties with
Russia exposed in this study, the
Vox (Voice) political party deserves
special attention among the “right-
wing” political forces for its direct
impact on the groups of active and
former Spanish military personnel
and the threats associated with
such influence.

In 2019, Vox emerged® as a sig-
nificant platform for engaging
high-ranking retired officers of the
Spanish Armed Forces in the coun-
try's political landscape. Notably,
several retired military figures ac-
cepted prominent roles within the
party’'s ranks. For instance, in various
regional parliamentary elections,
Vox fielded® candidates such as
former Chief of Staff of the Ground
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Forces (Jefe de Estado Mayor del
Ejército de Tierra) Army General Ful-
gencio Coll Bucher'®', awarded the
highest royal award — the Cross of Is-
abella the Catholic; Agustin Rosety
Fernandez de Castro, a retired Brig-
adier General of the Spanish Navy
with experience in special opera-
tions, who also held positions in
the General Staff of the Armed Forc-
es of Spain; Antonio Budino Carbal-
lo, a retired Brigadier General, who
previously'®® taught at the General
Staff School of the Spanish Armed
Forces; and Alberto Asarta Cuevas,
a retired Major General of the Span-
ish Armed Forces and former com-
mander’® of the UN Interim Mission
in Lebanon.

In 2023, the Vox candidate for the
municipality of Orihuela was a re-
tired lieutenant general of the
Spanish Air Force, one® of the
co-authors of the Spanish Air Force
doctrine, Manuel Mestre Barea'e®.
In the Navarra region, the party
was represented”’ by retired mil-
itary officer Emilio Jiménez. Ad-
ditionally, the list of candidates in
the last elections included™® retired
non-commissioned officer Manuel
Angel Gonzdlez, as well as the for-
mer head® of the security service
of the Cerro Muriano military base,
retired officer José Tunon.

According™ to Rafa Martinez, a pro-
fessor of political science at the Uni-
versity of Barcelona, the majority of
military personnel in the Spanish
Armed Forces hold conservative
views, with some sympathising with
the former regime of dictator Fran-
cisco Franco. As a result, the conserv-
ative and far-right rhetoric of Vox res-
onates and garners support among
both retired and active Spanish mili-
tary personnel and officers.
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During its formation, Vox faced
scrutiny for its connections to Rus-
sia. Its leader, Santiago Abascal,
publicly expressed™ sympathy for
the actions of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Additionally, the

party has consistently worked to
undermine the European Union,
aligning with Russian interests in
terms of influence.

An investigation by Open Democ-
racy™ revealed that Vox was indi-
rectly funded by the non-profit
international association HazteOir
(Hazte Oir Victimas de la ideologia
de género), associated with Rus-
sian oligarch Konstantin Malofeev.
In 2013, HazteOir founded an on-
line platform to “protect tradition-
al values” in Europe, called Citizen-
GO, with Alexey Komoyv, a Russian
businessman close™ to Malofeey,
on the board of directors™ . Ac-
cording™ to Tagesspiegel, a Ger-
man court confirmed the facts
that Malofeev financed Citizen-
GO. Both HazteOir and CitizenGO
played roles in promoting™ Vox
in Spain. Ignacio Arsuaga, found-
er and president of HazteOir and
CitizenGO, is a close associate™ of
Vox party leader Santiago Abascal,
although the organisations public-
ly severed™® ties in 2019.
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It should also be noted that the ac-
tivities of Vox’s leader and the party
itself were occasionally covered™ by
the Katehon think tank’s platform,
funded by Konstantin Malofeev. For
example, Katehon reprinted™® San-
tiago Abascal’s critiques of so-called
“international globalism”, which he
claimed seeks to disintegrate na-
tion-states.

CitizenGO has also supported™ oth-
er right-wing Eurosceptic parties
with ties?? to Russia, such as Germa-
ny's AfD (Alternative fur Deutsch-
land) and ltaly’s League of the
North (Lega Nord). Vox interacts'®
with these parties as well.

Opencriticism of NATO and the EU in
Spain poses a significant risk of mar-
ginalisation and electoral setbacks
for any political party since such sen-
timents are not widely popular in
Spanish society. Nevertheless, given
Vox’s history of ties to Russia and its
connections with Russian-linked po-
litical parties, one can observe the
party’s consistent policy of discred-
iting the European Union. In fact,
Vox has made criticising™ the EU a
fundamental aspect of its platform.
Although the party does not open-
ly advocate for Spain’s withdrawal
from the European Union like the
French “National Front” and the Ital-
ian “League of the North", it empha-
sises the “need to restore the sover-
eignty of European countries”. It calls
for a “revision of the EU Treaty"?.

According to Xabier Deop, a profes-
sor of international public law and
European Union law at the Catho-
lic University of Avila, the program
presented by Vox in the 2023 parlia-
mentary elections is incompatible'?®
with Spain’s membership in the Eu-
ropean Union.
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Moreover, given the significant
public trust in the institutions of
the Armed Forces, as seen from the
study'™” conducted by the University
of Murcia, the involvement of retired
Spanish officers serves as an effec-
tive tool in legitimising the Euros-
ceptic agenda for a broader audi-
ence in the country.

SPANISH INSTITUTE
OF GEOPOLITICS,
DUGIN, MALOFEEV
AND RETIRED SPANISH
OFFICERS

Within the scope of this study, par-
ticular attention is drawn to the
Spanish Institute of Geopolitics
(Instituto Espanol de Geopolitica,
hereafter — IEG). The organisation
operates its own online platform,
Geoestrategia.es'™?®, catering to the

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Spanish-speaking audience and
specialising in the analysis of con-
temporary issues in security and
defense, to which retired Spanish
officers are active contributors. The
Spanish Institute of Geopolitics
maintains several connections with
the Russian Federation and consist-
ently wields influence that aligns
with the interests of the Russian
government. Moreover, its organisa-
tional structure exhibits signs of be-
ing a front cover for Russian secret
services.

The director of the Spanish Insti-
tute of Geopolitics, Juan A. Aguilar,
is a political scientist and a reserve
member of the Spanish army. He
has authored' pieces on the portal
Geopolitica.ru, which was co-found-
ed by Alexander Dugin, a key ideol-
ogist and proponent of the “Russian
world"” concept, notorious for his ap-
peals to the President of Russia on
theinvasion of Ukraine and the lead-
er®® of the International Eurasian
Movement (IEM). El Pais™ reports
that one of the sponsors of the portal
is oligarch Konstantin Malofeev, who
maintains close ties with Vladimir
Putin. Notably, the editor-in-chief®2
of the IEG platform is a Spanish po-
litical scientist affiliated™® with the
analytical center Katehon (which
is also a part of Malofeev's holding)
Enrique J. Refoyo. Refoyo served as
an observer™4 during the so-called
Russian “referendum” in the occu-
pied territory of the Kherson region
in 2023. Moreover, one of the princi-

Particular attention should be paid to the
Instituto Spanish Institute of Geopolitics, which
exhibits signs of being a cover organization for
Russian secret services, and to which retired
Spanish officers are actively engaged
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pal authors®® of the IEG platform is
Alexander Dugin, and the platform
is actively promoting his vision of
the “Russian world” and so-called
“Eurasianism” concepts. Both Juan
Aguilar and Enrique Refoyo are in-
volved in translating Dugin’s books
into Spanish, two of which - “Funda-
mentos de Geopolitica” and “Plato-
nismo Politico” — were presented™e
in Madrid in 2023.

Alexander Dugin is one of the
key contributors to the IEG site;
his vision of the “Russian world”
and the concepts of so-called
“Eurasianism” are being actively
promoted on the platform
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In April 2023, Juan Aguilar and oth-
er members of the Spanish Institute
of Geopolitics participated™ in the
“World Conference on Multi-polar-
ity”, spearheaded by Dugin’s Inter-
national Eurasian Movement and
the International Movement of
Russophiles (IMR). The head of the
IMR, Nikolay Malinov, faced accu-
sations from the Bulgarian govern-
ment of spying for the Russian Fed-
eration. A separate section of the
study delves into the activities of
retired Bulgarian officers associat-
ed with the Russophiles movement,
which align with the interests of
the Russian government. The con-
ference drew notable attendees™s,
including Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Maria Zakharo-
va, the aforementioned oligarch
Konstantin Malofeev, and numer-
ous participants from over 60 coun-
tries. Throughout the conference,
efforts were made to discredit the
United States of America, with a key

YA
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focus on criticising “American colo-
nial policy” and justifying Russian
aggression against Ukraine under
the guise of a “Russian struggle in
Ukraine for a multipolar world”.

As previously mentioned, retired of-
ficers of the Spanish Armed Forces
are actively engaged in activities of
the Spanish Institute of Geopolitics.
Among the contributors™ to the
platform is a former Commander™°
of the Spanish Ground Forces and
ex-Commander™ of the European
Corps (Eurocorp), retired Lieuten-
ant General Pedro Pitarch. Pitarch
has published? on Konstantin
Malofeev's Geopolitica.ru, where
he addressed the complexities of
elections in Catalonia, and partic-
ipated regularly in Spanish-lan-
guage broadcasts on Russian me-
dia outlet Russia Today'? where he
sought to discredit NATO. The IEG
website promotes™* the personal
blog of Lieutenant General Pedro
Pitarch.

At the onset of Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, in an interview
with the Spanish edition of E/ Con-
fidencial5, Pedro Pitarch echoed
the official position of the Russian
government regarding the alleged
“civil war in Ukraine”, asserting that
the conflict purportedly “bearssigns
of a civil war”. In 2023, in his afore-
mentioned personal blog, Lieuten-
ant General Pitarch expressed sup-
port for the efforts of Russian secret
services to undermine military and
technical assistance to Ukraine'®,
highlighting “the fatigue of the US
and EU from the exorbitant costs
of military assistance to Ukraine”.
It's noteworthy that the utilisation
of socially sensitive rhetoric reso-
nates within the Spanish military
itself: in June™” 2022, three military
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associations — ASFAS PRO (Profes-
sional Association of Sergeants of
the Armed Forces), ATME (Associ-
ation of Spanish Soldiers and Sail-
ors), and UMT (Union of Military
Personnel) — organised a rally, de-
manding that the government in-

crease military salaries (which was
indeed planned by the Spanish
government in 2023). Additionally,
in 2023, in his own analytical article
for ABC™8 General Pitarch warned
of the alleged “threat of global
war” due to the supply of tanks to
Ukraine.

Lieutenant General Pitarch’s blog
posts, among other content, are di-
rected towards nuclear intimidation
of the West, a tactic that aligns with
one of the strategic influence oper-
ations of the Russian secret servic-
es. For instance, in one piece, the
retired lieutenant general discusses
the potential threat’® of Russia em-
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ploying nuclear weapons in a con-
flict with Ukraine, particularly “if it
faces the risk of defeat”. In February
2023, in his interview with Spanish
RTVE™®, Pedro Pitarch suggested
that Ukraine was embroiled in “es-
sentially a war between NATO and
Russia”, warning that a Russian de-
feat could result in the emergence
of “Islamic republics” armed with
nuclear capabilities.

Lieutenant General Pitarch also
serves as a regular analyst™ for
the Association of Spanish Mili-
tary (AME), an organisation that
brings together the Spanish military
and members of the Civil Guard.
Through this platform, he seeks to
undermine the supply of weapons
to Ukraine and cultivate the fatigue
from providing military assistance
to the country. Thus, in October
2023, AME published™ Pitarch’s
work titled “Growing Reluctance to
Aid Ukraine with Weapons”.

The Spanish Institute of Geopolitics
also employs™?® a retired colonel of
the Spanish Armed Forces with ex-
perience™ participating in six UN
and NATO multinational operations,
Enrique Vega Fernandez. Having
studied™> alongside Lt. Gen. Pitarch
at the Academia General Militar,
Zaragoza, Colonel Vega has worked
in the General Directorate of For-
eign Affairs of the Spanish Minis-
try of Defense and currently holds
teaching positions™® at the Instituto
Universitario General Gutiérrez Mel-
lado and several other military train-
ing centers in Spain.

A former Commander of the Spanish Ground Forces,
Pedro Pitarch, has been published on Konstantin
Malofeev's Geopolitica.ru and has regularly
participated in broadcasts on Russia Today
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Colonel Vega consistently advances
the interests of the Russian govern-
ment through his activities, which
involve undermining Western mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine and jus-
tifying Russia’s aggression against
the country.

In January 2023, as Western coun-
tries deliberated supplying Ukraine
with Leopard tanks, on the Mil-
itary and Democracy Forum'’s
(FMD) website™, which attracts
former Spanish military personnel,
Colonel Vega published an article
named “Reflections on Leopard”,
where he alleged that Ukraine
was engaged in “conflict between
NATO and Russia”, and criticised
Spain for seemingly “bowing to the
United States” in its decision to aid
Ukraine militarily.

In February 2023, in his own post
on FMD - a platform where he reg-
ularly contributes - Colonel Vega
engaged in nuclear intimidation
tactics against the West. In an arti-
cle titled “Everything You Were Not
Told About Sending Leopard Tanks
to Ukraine”, he suggested™® that the
Russian Federation could “offset the
repercussions of supplying arms to
Ukraine by resorting to tactical nu-
clear weapons”.

Earlier, in October 2022, following
the explosion on the Nord Stream
gas pipeline, in his personal col-
umn™?,  Colonel Vega dismissed
Russia’s possible involvement in the
incident.

Apart from the FMD, Enrique Vega
is also a member™° of the Associa-
tion for the Memory of Democrat-
ic Military (AMMD), which brings
together Spanish citizens “with
past or present affiliations with the
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Armed Forces and the Civil Guard”.
Following the onset of Russian
aggression in 2014, the president
of the association, Manuel Pardo
de Donlebun Montesino, as men-
tioned previously, became a com-
mentator for the Russian state me-
dia Sputnik™. Notably, the AMMD
association itself blames™®? NATO
for Russia’s war against Ukraine
and advocates for Spain’s “neutrali-
ty in the conflict”.

Among other authors'®? associated
with the Spanish Institute of Geo-
politics, from the ranks of retired
officers of the Armed Forces of
Spain, particular attention should
be given to retired Colonel of the
Ground Forces' José Antonio Cre-
spo-Francés. He holds a Doctor-
ate in Arts and Humanities from
the University of Navarra and has
authored numerous works, often
in collaboration with the Spanish
Ministry of Defense, the Spanish
Commission of Military History
(Comision espanola de historia mi-
litar), and some other reputable in-
stitutions.

Following the commencement of
the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
on February 26, 2022, Colonel Cre-
spo-Francés used the La Paseatq'®
platform to advocate for the legal-
isation of Russian aggression and
undermine Spain’s aid to Ukraine.
He argued that the conflict was oc-
curring on “historical Russian terri-
tories” and asserted that Spain “has
no relation to the war”.

Colonel Crespo is also a contribu-
tor to the Association of Spanish
Military (Asociacion de Militares
Espanoles — AME), an organisation
that consists of retired Spanish of-
ficers®, among other members.



An |EG author,
the president

of the Spanish
Association of
Military Writers,

a retired Spanish
Brigadier General,
Salvador Fontenla
Ballesta. He was
published on

the Malofeev-
funded platform
Geopolitica.ru
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On the eighth of April 2022, on the
association’s website, José Anto-
nio Crespo-Francés published an
article'™ that criticised the speech
of the President of Ukraine to the
Spanish Congress, alleging that “the
Azov battalion committed crimes at
Donbas and in Mariupol”.

Colonel Crespo-Francés is the au-
thor of a series of books, among
which the attention should be giv-
en to the work “White Slaves: Islam
and the Conquest of Europe”. Nota-
bly, one of the book presentations’s®
that took place in May 2022 was
hosted by the currently acting fas-
cist party “Falange Espafola”.

The list of IGE authors™® also con-
tains a Spanish brigadier reserve
general and former Chief of Staff
of the Rapid Action Forces (Esta-
do Mayor de la Fuerza de Accion
Rdpida) Salvador Fontenla Balles-
ta. Salvador Ballesta serves as the
president' of the Spanish Associa-
tion of Military Writers (La Asocia-
cion Espanola de Militares Escrito-
res) and is a co-author™ of a guide
to defense culture for students.
Like some of his counterparts men-
tioned in this report, Brigadier
General Ballesta has published?
on the Katehon platform, fund-
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ed'”® by Russian oligarch Konstan-
tin Malofeev, where he denied the
Russian threat to the Baltic States
in 2017. Also, he has contributed to
the aforementioned Geopolitica.ru
platform4,

Following the onset of Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in March
2022, Brigadier General Ballesta en-
gaged in activities seemingly aimed
at nuclear intimidation of the West.
In an interview with the Spanish edi-
tion of El Debate', the retired brig-
adier general asserted that “Russia
will not resort to nuclear weapons
unless it faces direct threats”. Addi-
tionally, during the same interview,
he advocated for a more neutral
stance from Spain regarding the
conflict and questioned® the po-
tential repercussions of aligning
with Russia.

In his public engagements, Sal-
vador Ballesta also endeavours to
discredit the North Atlantic Alli-
ance. For instance, in 2021, he au-
thored an article critiquing the
Spanish and NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan that was blocked? from
publication by the Spanish Minis-
try of Defense. In another piece for
Periodista Digital'’® Ballesta crit-
icised NATO for its perceived lack
of readiness to defend Ceuta and
Melilla (Spanish territories in Afri-
ca bordering Morocco, which serve
as the primary route for illegal mi-
gration to Spain). Additionally, in
2007, in his article’ “The Military
Potential of the European Union”,
the general criticised NATO's “mul-
tinational composition”, contend-
ing that it negatively impacts the
military capabilities of member
countries and advocated for the
enhancement of Spain’s national
armed forces.



CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

RETIRED COLONEL
PEDRO BANOS, TIES TO
RUSSIA AND INFLUENCE
IN THE INTERESTS

OF THE RUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT

In Spain, particular attention should
be paid to the former head™® of the
Counterintelligence and Security
Directorate of the European Corps
(a tactical association of the armed
forces of the EU member states —
Eurocorp), former head™ of the Ge-
opolitical Analysis Department of
the General Secretariat of Defense
Policy of the Spanish Ministry of De-
fense, and a former professor'®? at
the Higher School of the Spanish
Armed Forces, retired Colonel Pe-
dro Banhos. Pedro Bafios cherishes
a personal story of his connections
with Russia itself, as well as indi-
viduals and organisations linked to
Russia. Both before and after the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, he has
exerted influence in line with the in-
terests of the Russian government.

Pedro Banos contributes to Span-
ish-language Russian state-run
platforms such as Russia Today and
Sputnik, where he has consistently
advocated for the interests of the
Russian Federation. For instance, in
2015, following Russia’'s aggression
against Ukraine, Bafos participat-
ed in a radio program3 on Sputnik,

------------------------------------------------

where he advocated forming an al-
liance between the EU and Russia.
In an interview with Russia Today'®4,
Colonel Bafnos suggested the in-
volvement of a Ukrainian fighter jet
in the downing of Malaysian Boe-
ing MH17 over Donbas, a narrative
aligned with the official stance'®s of
the Russian government.

In 2018, Pedro Banos was consid-
ered®® for the position of head of
the Department of National Secu-
rity (Departamento de Seguridad
Nacional) in the government of Pe-
dro Sanchez. However, Bafos did
not receive this position because
of the public outcry over his ties to
Russia. Russia Today™’ and Sput-
nik'®® reported then on an alleged
“planned attack” by Western intel-
ligence against the Spanish officer.

Both before and after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, Banos has worked
to undermine the European Union's
sanctions against Russia. In this con-
text, he referred™® to the EU sanc-
tions in response to the occupation
of Crimea as “an unnecessary mis-
take”. Furthermore, in 2023, during
an interview with the Spanish chan-
nel Canal 26, he emphasised™® that
“Western sanctions against Russia
have backfired”.

This study reveals the cooperation of
Pedro Banos with individuals and or-
ganisations linked to the ideologist

Pedro Banos was considered for the position

of head of the Department of National Security,
but he did not get the appointment because
of the public outcry over his ties to the Russian
Federation. Russia Today and Sputnik then
reported on an alleged “planned attack”

against the officer
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Former Chief

of Eurocorp
Counterintelligence
Pedro Banos

Since Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine, Reserve Colonel Pedro
Banos has consistently exerted in-

of “Russian World", Alexander Dugin,
repeatedly mentioned in this report.
Thus, in 2019, Banos participated

(a%”dtgﬁszigaf;t) in a conference on metapolitics or- fluence aimed at undermining the
Ambassador ganised by the cultural association supply of military and technical as-
to Spain Yuri OHKA and the neo-fascist™ publish- sistance to Ukraine while justifying
gggghag'”' ing house Fides. OHKA is a regular Russian aggression. Thus, at a literary

contributor™®? to the Geopolitica.ru
platform, which, according to the
findings'® of the National Agency for
the Prevention of Corruption, is con-
trolled by Alexander Dugin. During
this conference, Banos presented
his book “Soros: Destroying Spain”.
Another participant™ of the confer-
ence was the aforementioned ob-
server of “local elections” in the so-
called “DPR"” and the editor-in-chief
of the Spanish Institute of Geopoli-
tics (IGE), Enrigue Refoyo.

In turn, in 2019, the Geopolitica.ru
platform republished Pedro Banos'
program “Vision Geopolitic”, featur-
ing Juan Aguilar, the currently act-
ing director of the Spanish Institute
of Geopolitics, as a guest.
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conference in Pamplona, Spain, Pe-
dro Banos criticised™ the provision
of arms to Ukraine as a “false path”.
Later, in the interview with Tiempo
during his visit to Buenos Aires in July
2023, where he was presenting his
new book “The World's Crossroads”,
he blamed™® NATO and the EU for
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine.

CONCLUSIONS

As mentioned before, according
to the study™’ by the University of
Murcia and the Valencia Anti-Fraud
Agency published in December
2022, the Spanish Armed Forces en-
joy the greatest support among the
state institutions in Spanish society.
Therefore, the involvement of re-
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Spanish citizens are the most likely to support
the idea of “peace talks” with the Russian
Federation among other eight countries

of Central and Western Europe, “even if such
negotiations assume that Ukraine loses

its own territories”, which indirectly indicates
the effectiveness of the systemic influence

being exerted

tired officers in exercising influence
over unpopular social topics serves
as an effective tool in the hands of
Russian-affiliated actors.

The key areas in which the engage-
ment of retired officers in Spain
was identified are undermining
the supply of military and techni-
cal assistance to Ukraine, weaken-
ing Western anti-Russian sanctions,
and forcing Ukraine into so-called
“peace talks” with Russia.
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The latest Euroskopia pol*® dated
May 2023 shows that Spanish citi-
zens are the most likely to support
the idea of such “peace talks"” with
Russia among eight other coun-
tries of Central and Western Europe
(Spain, Germany, France, ltaly, Po-
land, Greece, Belgium), “even if such
negotiations involve Ukraine losing
its own territories”, which indirect-
ly indicates the effectiveness of the
systemic implementation of the rel-
evant impact.
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fter Bulgaria exited the so-

cialist camp and conducted
its first multi-party elections in 1990,
the country successfully pursued Eu-
ro-Atlantic integration by joining the
European Union and NATO. Since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Bulgaria, as reported by the German
newspaper Die Welt', has emerged
as the largest indirect arms supplier
to the Ukrainian Armed Forces. How-
ever, a survey? conducted by the In-
stitute for Global Analytics suggests
that unlike in other European coun-
tries, Russian aggression has not re-
sulted in an increased backing for
NATO, or a heightened awareness of
the alliance’s security benefits with-
in Bulgarian society. Only 53.4% of
respondents believe that member-
ship in the North Atlantic Alliance
decreases the likelihood of a foreign
attack, and a mere 44% of respond-
ents are convinced that the country
should defend its alliance partners
in the event of a hostile attack. Both
indicators rank among the lowest in
Central and Eastern European coun-
tries. Eurobarometer® data indicate

------------------------------------------------

that support for providing armed
assistance to Ukraine in Bulgarian
society is the lowest in Europe as a
whole, standing at 30% as of Decem-
ber 2023.

These figures, among other factors,
are the outcome of the systemic in-
fluence exerted in Bulgarian society
by various organisations and individ-
uals with connections to the Russian
Federation. According to the IGA His-
tory Undone* study, this influence
hinges on distorting cultural and
value proximity, distorting the histo-
ry of bilateral Soviet-Bulgarian and
Russian-Bulgarian relations, and po-
sitioning Russia as a “major strategic
partner”. Currently, 25% of Bulgarian
citizens regard® Russia as such a stra-
tegic partner, while only 19.9% con-
sider the United States of America in
the same light.

A key promoter of such influence in
Bulgaria is the community of retired
officers and employees from the na-
tional defense sector, who traditional-
ly play an active role in the country’s

Since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine, Bulgaria has become the largest
indirect supplier of arms to the Armed Forces

of Ukraine
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social and political life. Presently, the
Armed Forces enjoy one of the high-
est levels of trust in Bulgarian socie-
ty. As of 2020, this figure® marked the
highest in a decade, reaching 53%.
This study has identified numerous
connections between associations of
retired officers and their individual
representatives with contemporary
Russia. These connections are insti-
tutionally grounded in the history of
military-technical and military coop-
eration between the armies of the
USSR and socialist Bulgaria, which
joined the Warsaw Pact? in 1955. Con-
sequently, Bulgaria received signif-
icant quantities of Soviet weapons
over the years. From a historical per-
spective, there is a promotion of the
memory of Bulgaria’s liberation from
the Ottoman Empire as a result of
the Russo-Turkish War of 1878 and

joint participation in military inter-
ventions by the Red Army, including
the intervention in Czechoslovakia in
1968. The disclosure of such ties with
Russia and the involvement of retired
Bulgarian officers and their organisa-
tions in campaigns aligned with the
interests of the Russian government
will be discussed below.

RESERVE OFFICERS AND
NON-COMMISSIONED
OFFICERS UNION
(RONU)

Reserve Officers and Non-commis-
sioned Officers Union (Cvlo3 Ha ogpu-
uepme u cepykaHmume om 3anaca
u peszepBa) stands as Bulgaria's larg-
est military and patriotic organisation,
encompassing® 15 other associations

The RONU is the country's largest association
of former military personnel. It includes 15 other
organisations of Bulgarian officers and has a
total membership of over 20,000 people
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of Bulgarian officers, former person-
nelfrom national security and defense
structures, and combatants. Its mem-
bership surpasses 20,000 individuals.
The Reserve Officers and Non-com-
missioned Officers Union (hereinaf-

ter — RONU), as it is commonly known,
holds official membership?® in the In-
ternational Confederation of Gener-
als, Admirals, and Reserve Officers
(MexxgyHapogHasas  KoHgenepauus
reHepas108B, AAMMPAIOB U 0PMLIEPOB
pezepsa), led™ by Alexander Kanshin
(AnekcaHagp KaHbLinH), a member
of the Civic Chamber of the Russian
Federation. Zlatan Stoykov (3namaH
Cmouko8), the former™ Chief of the
General Staff of the Bulgarian Armed
Forces and current head of RONU,
serves as the Vice President of the
International Confederation of Gener-
als, Admirals, and Reserve Officers.

Furthermore, RONU has established
connections with another Russian or-
ganisation, the Russian Union of Vet-

------------------------------------------------

erans (PoccuiicKi Coro3 BETEPAHOB),
with whom it signed®™ a cooperation
agreement back in 2014. The Russian
Union of Veterans was led by former
Chief of the General Staff of the USSR
Armed Forces, Army General Mikhail
Moiseev (Muxaun Mowucees), until
2022. From 2023 onwards, it is head-
ed by retired Colonel General* of the
Russian Armed Forces, Vitaly Azarov
(Butammvt A3apoB).

CONFEDERATION

OF CIVIL ORGANIZATIONS
FOR SECURITY

AND DEFENSE (CSDPO)

The second-largest organisation in
Bulgaria, uniting retired officers and
former employees of the national
security sector and maintaining its
own ties with Russia, is the Confed-
eration of Civil Organizations for
Security and Defense (KoHpegepa-
yus Ha obuyecmBeHume opaaHuU3a-
uuu 8 cueypHocmma u om6paHa-
ma). The Confederation, hereinafter
referred to as CSDPO, consists®™ of
29 Bulgarian organisations. Among
its members® are the Association
of Graduates of the Academy of the
General Staff of the Russian Feder-
ation (Acouuauus Ha 3aB8vpuiunu-
me akagemus Ha L] Ha Pyckama
®egepayus), represented by the
alumnus of the Academy of the Gen-
eral Staff of the USSR Armed Forc-
es, Major General (in reserve) Dimi-
tar Krastev (Aumumap KpacmeB8),
“The Bulgarian Intelligence Bureau”

The former Chief of the General Staff

of the Bulgarian Armed Forces, General Zlatan
Stoykoy, is the Vice-President of the Russian
International Confederation of Generals,
Admirals and Reserve Officers
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(Bvaeapcko 6lopo 30 pa3y3HaBaHe),
represented" by reserve captain La-
zar Murdzhev (Aazap MypgrkeB), the
Association of Alumni of the NATO
Defense College in Rome (Acouua-
uus Ha 3aBvpuwurume Konexka no
om6paHama Ha HATO 8 Pum), and
several other associations.

Nikolay Malinov, in cooperation
with the former director of RISS,
Lieutenant General of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service
Leonid Reshetnikov and Russian
oligarch Konstantin Malofeey,
was engaged in “creating
conditions for Bulgaria's turn
from the West and reorientation
towards Russia”
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In 2018, RONU and CSDPO signed®™ a
cooperation agreement. Both individ-
ually and collaboratively, they engage
with various entities associated with
the Russian Federation across sev-
eral domains, including the political
sphere.

It is worth noting the connections of
both organisations with the Bulgari-
an Russophiles National Movement
(HauuoHanHO gBuykeHue “Pycogu-
Au”) and the political party “Russo-
philes for the Revival of the Father-
land” (Pycodunu 3a Bv3parkgaHe Ha
OmevecmBomo). The leader of these
organisations, Nikolay Malinov (Hu-
konal ManuHoB8), faces formal charg-
es by the Bulgarian prosecutor's of-
fice for espionage in favour of the
Russian Federation. The investigation
alleges that Malinov collaborated with
the former director of the Russian
Institute for Strategic Studies (Poc-
CUVICKMIA UMHCTUTYT CTPATErMYeCcKuX

ol

------------------------------------------------

mccnegoBaHuy, hereinafter — RISS),
Lieutenant General of the Foreign In-
telligence Service of the Russian Fed-
eration Leonid Reshetnikov (/leoHu
PewietHukoB), and Russian oligarch
Konstantin Malofeev (KoHcTaHTUH
Marnogees), aiming to “create con-
ditions for Bulgaria's turn away from
the West and reorientation towards
Russia”.

Three members of the Reserve Of-
ficers and Non-commissioned Of-
ficers Union officially hold positions®
in the leadership of the Russophiles’
movement. These include its head,
the aforementioned General Zlatan
Stoykov, a retired Bulgarian officer,
head of the Association “Union of
Disabled War Veterans and War
Victims” (Cvlo3v Ha BoeHHouHBa-
Augume u BoeHHonocmpagaaume)
Petar Velchev (lTemwvp BeaueB), and
retired Brigadier Dimitar Shivikov
(AumMumbp uBukoB), former?® Dep-
uty Commander of the 68th Special
Forces Brigade of the Bulgarian Army
(“CheyuannHu cunu”), RONU Honorary
Member?,

Lazar Murdzhev, longtime head of
CSDPO and its current association
member??, is the founder® of the
NGO “Brod for Bulgaria” (“6pog 3a
Bvrzapus”). The organisation in-
volves various retired Bulgarian of-
ficers and specialists, and itis also the
publisher?s of the “Security” journal
(cnucaHue “CueypHocm”). Nikolay
Malinov is the author of the “Brod for
Bulgaria" platform and the “Securi-
ty” journal?. Interestingly, the former
RISS director, Leonid Reshetnikov, is
also an author?” on “Brod for Bulgar-
ia” platform.

In the following sections, we will ex-
plore the interactions of retired Bul-
garian officers from RONU and CS-
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Lazar Murdzhev is the founder and head
of the scientific and expert club “Security’,
which includes several employees

of the communist Bulgarian State

Security Committee

DPO, along with other individual
officers, with the Russophiles Nation-
al Movement, as well as the activities
of the “Brod for Bulgaria” platform.

“SOLDIERS FOR PEACE”
INITIATIVE

Since the commencement of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, both RONU
and CSDPO, along with associated
officers and individual members,
have actively engaged in endeavours
aligning with the interests of the Rus-
sian government. Notably, the “Sol-
diers for Peace and National Sover-
eignty” movement (“BouHu 30 Mup
U HauuoHaneH CyBepeHumem”),
established?® in May 2023 under the
Bulgarian initiative “Soldiers for
Peace” (“BouHu 30 Mup”), warrants
special attention in Bulgaria. This
movement has affiliations with both
previously mentioned associations
of retired Bulgarian officers (RONU
and CSDPO). Its primary demand?®
centers around the proclaimed “neu-
trality of Bulgaria” during Russia's
war of aggression against Ukraine.
The initiative, among other objec-
tives, seeks to influence decisions to
cease providing military and techni-
cal assistance to Ukraine. The official
statement®*® on the movement'’s for-
mation criticises “the Bulgarian gov-
ernment’s involvement in NATO ac-
tivities to support the Armed Forces
of Ukraine” and contends that Bul-
garia is purportedly “de facto at war
with Russia”.
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The primary target audience of the
“Soldiers for Peace and National Sov-
ereignty” initiative comprises active
and retired Bulgarian military person-
nel and officers. The movement’s of-
ficial statement® outlines its goal as
involving representatives from these
communities in the “cause of peace”.
Furthermore, “Soldiers for Peace and
National Sovereignty” has initiat-
ed3? another national campaign, the
“National Movement for Peace and
Sovereignty” (HauuoHanHO gBuske-
Hue 3a Mup u cyBepeHumem), with
the broader aim of achieving the so-
called “neutrality of Bulgaria” and in-
volving the entire Bulgarian society.

The co-founders and leaders of the
“Soldiers for Peace” initiative are
members of RONU and CSDPO with
additional connections to the USSR
and modern Russia. Both within the
initiative and in their broader public
activities, they exert influence align-
ing with the interests of the Russian
government.

For instance, the head3? of the “Sol-
diers for Peace” initiative is Tsvetan
Totomirov (L{BemaH TomomupoB),
the former Chief** of the General
Staff of the Bulgarian Armed Forces,
a graduate of the Military Academy of
the General Staff of the USSR Armed
Forcesin Moscow, a participant®*inthe
Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia,
and retired Colonel General. Tsvetan
Totomirov is an RONU member3*¢ and
belongs® to the Bulgarian Nation-
al Union “Combatant Friendship”
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(Borzapcku obujoHapogeH cbvlo3
“bouHa gpyrk6a”) — a member3® or-
ganisation of RONU. In April 2022,
Colonel-General Totomirov, in his
column, emphasised*® that the deci-
sions of the Ramstein International
Conference to provide Ukraine with
long-range artillery and other types of
heavy weapons allegedly “prolonged
the war”.

The leadership of the “Soldiers for
Peace” initiative includes*® three oth-
er Bulgarian reserve officers: Major
General Stoimen Stoimenov (Cmo-
umeH CmoumeHo8), the aforemen-
tioned Captain Lazar Murdzhev, and
Captain Nako Stefanov (Hako Cme-
¢aHOo8).

Major General Stoimen Stoimenov is
an alumnus# of the USSR Lenin Mili-
tary Political Academy (Moscow), a for-
mer4?2employee of the Military Admin-
istrative Department of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Commu-
nist Party, and a former Deputy Chief
of the Intelligence Department of the
General Staff of the Armed Forces of
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Bulgaria. He is also a member4 of the
Confederation of Civil Organizations
for Security and Defense (CSDPO).
Following the onset of the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, Stoimen Stoimenov
authored** the book “Bulgaria Above
All” (Bvreapus Hag Bcuuko), in which
he seeks to influence support for the
strategic narrative of Russian propa-
ganda regarding “fascism in Ukraine”
and undermine Bulgaria’'s member-
ship in the North Atlantic Alliance.
In his book, Stoimenov discusses the
alleged “revival of fascism in Ukraine”
and the so-called “price of Bulgaria's
membership in NATO and the EU".

The second co-leader4 of “Soldiers
for Peace” is Lazar Murdzheyv, the
son of Dimitar Murdzhev (Aumumuvp
MypgrkeB), the head of the Fifth Di-
rectorate of the State Security of
communist Bulgaria. Lazar Murdzhev
was the personal bodyguard4é of the
former first secretary of the Central
Committee of the BKP, Todor Zhivk-
ov, and a reserve captain. Lazar Mur-
dzhev is also the founder4” and head
of the Scientific and Expert Club
“Security” (HayyHo-ekchepmeH kny6
“CueypHocm”), which includes several
former employees of the State Securi-
ty Committee of Commmunist Bulgar-
ia (Komumem 3a gvp)kaBHa cueyp-
Hocm, hereinafter — DS). Notably*8,
Major General Todor Boyadzhiev
(Togop bosgrkueB) (now deceased),
a graduate of the USSR KGB school
and former deputy head of the First
Main Directorate of the DS, and re-
serve Colonel Boncho Asenov (boHY0

GCoran Simeonov, former head of the First Main

Directorate of the State Security of Communist

Bulgaria and head of the Association of Reserve
Intelligence Officers, was a co-founder

of “Soldiers for Peace”
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AceHo8), an officer of the Sixth Direc-
torate of the DS, were part of this club.
Additionally, Major General Stoimen
Stoimenov, leader of “Soldiers for
Peace”, and the leader of the National
Russophiles Movement Nikolay Mali-
nov, are also associated with the club.

Lazar Murdzhev, as mentioned earlier,
is @ member of the CSDPO. In Janu-
ary 2022, just before Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, he criticised “hostile an-
ti-Russian rhetoric” in an article*® in

“Security” journal, quoting Alexander
Dugin’s statement that “only patri-
ots would resist” sanctions against
Russia. By April 2022, Lazar Murdzhev
invited readers to consider the opin-
jon%° of Brazilian analyst Pepe Esco-
bar, an alternative to the “European
colonialists”, suggesting that “Ukraine
has never been a state” and that “the
liberation of all of Novorossiya would
be fair”.

The third co-leader of “Soldiers for
Peace” is Nako Stefanov, a reserve
captain who is also a member® of the
CSDPQ, the Central Committee of the
Bulgarian Party of Communists, and
the party* “Russophiles for the Re-
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vival of the Fatherland”, led by Nikolai
Malinov. This is a reminder that Mali-
nov has officially been accused by the
Bulgarian prosecutor’s office of spy-
ing for Russia. In 2017, Nako Stefanov
represented the BPC at a communist
congress in Moscow, titled “October
100", where he announced that the
West was preparing® an “imperial-
ist war against Russia”. In 2023, Nako
Stefanov, along with representatives
of the Russkiy Mir Foundation (®oHa
“Pycckmvi munp”) and the “Russo-
philes”, participated® in the congress
of the first International Russophile
Council, held under the slogan “With
Russia in heart!” Captain Stefanov is
also a member> of the Association
of Artillery and Missile Troops of the
Reserve “Olympiy Panov” (Acouua-
yugma Ha apmuaepucmume u pa-
kemuuuyume om 3anaca “Oaumnud
MaHoB8”), an official collective RONU
member.

The “Soldiers for Peace” initiative was
co-founded by ten other high-rank-
ing retired Bulgarian officers.

Among them is Dimitar Shivikov, the
current head of the alumni associ-
ation and a graduate®® of Bulgaria's
most prestigious military educational
institution, the Vasil Levski National
Military University (HayuoHaneH Boe-
HeH yHuUBepcumem “Bacun NeBcku”).
He has already been mentioned as a
co-leader of the National Russophiles
Movement. Graduating with a degree
in military intelligence, Shivikov is a
retired brigadier general and an hon-
orary members of RONU. For many
years, Brigadier General Shivikov has
been involved in activities aligning
with the interests of the Russian gov-
ernment. Notably, since the begin-
ning of Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, he has systematically exert-
ed influence to undermine the supply
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of Western weapons to Ukraine. For
instance, according to Epicentrs® in,
one of his publications, Shivikov stat-
ed that supplying tanks to Ukraine
would “only irritate Russia”, and he
advised NATO experts to “learn to kiss
Putin’s hands”. Dimitar Shivikov is ac-
tively involved in public life as part of
the National Movement for Peace and
Sovereignty rallies, which will be dis-
cussed further below.

Another co-founder of “Soldiers for
Peace” is Goran Simeonov ([fopaH
CumeoHo8), a former head of the First
Main Directorate of the State Security
of Communist Bulgaria (lMvpBo araB-
Ho ynpaBiaeHue Ha AC, gani —SS CB).
He also leads® the Association of Re-
serve Intelligence Officers (Acoyua-
yusma Ha pazy3HaBa4yume om 3a-
naca), which brings together® former
employees of the SS CB and is part® of
RONU. Goran Simeonov actively par-
ticipates in public life. In an interview
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with the Bulgarian efir.info® website,
he took efforts to undermine Western
anti-Russian sanctions, claiming that
such restrictions allegedly “hit Europe
itself”. His influence also supports
the Kremlin's official position on the
“proxy war of the West against Rus-
sia” which, according to his claims®3, is
carried out now in Ukraine.

Other initiative's co-founders include
Boiko Simitchiev (Eouko Cumumuyu-
eB), an alumnus® of the Budyonny
Military Academy of the Signal Corps
in St. Petersburg, Bulgarian Brigadier
General in reserve, and chairman® of
the Association of Communication
and Information Specialists (Acouu-
auus “KomMyHukauuoHHU U UHPOpP-
MQUUOHHU cheuuaaucmu”), which is
part of RONU. Reserve Major General
Rumen Ralchev (PymeH Pandye8) is
a long-time member® of the secret
services of communist Bulgaria, a
former personal bodyguard of Todor
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Zhivkov (the leader of the People's
Republic of Bulgaria), Petar Mlade-
nov (lMlemvp MaageHoB). Tsviatko
Donchev (L{Bamko AoHueB), a first-
rank captain in reserve, is the chair-
man®’ of the National Association of
Reserve Forces Clubs “For the Hon-
our of the Shoulder Straps” (Hayuo-
HAAHO cgpyrkeHue Ha kny6o8eme Ha
3anacHomo BoliHcmBo “3a vecmma
Ha nazoHa”), which is also part® of
RONU.

Other co-founders of “Soldiers for
Peace” include former deputy®® of
the National Security Service, reserve
colonel Chavdar Petrov (YaB8gap
MNempoB), who chairs™ the National
Association “Security” (HauuoHaAHQ
Acouuauus “CueypHocm”), a mem-
ber” of RONU, and an organisation7?
of people who have worked in the
security services of the Republic of
Bulgaria. Petar Pandurski (lTemwvp
MNaHgypcku) is a reserve colonel and
deputy chairman” of the Union of
Bulgarian War Veterans (Cvlo3 Ha
BemepaHume om BolHume Ha
Bvrcapus). The Union of Bulgarian
War Veterans is a large organisation
that brings together Bulgarian com-
bat veterans and collaborates™ with
RONU as part of its activities. The
Union also collaborates with several
other organisations linked to Russia,
including the National Russophiles
Movement. In May 2023, despite a
ban from the capital’'s mayor's office,
they jointly organised” the Immortal
Regiment march in Sofia. In 2019, rep-
resentatives of the Union, along with
representatives of the Russian Em-
bassy in Bulgaria and the “Russian
Club” (“Pycckuii kny6”) in Sofia, par-
ticipated’ in the opening of the ex-
hibition “Crimea Today: A View from
the Inside”, dedicated to the fifth
anniversary of the so-called “reunifi-
cation of the peninsula with Russia”.
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The last on the list of founders of the
initiative was the head” of the RONU
regional branch, retired Colonel llya
Mandrov (VMAug MaHgpo8).

TARGET AUDIENCE
OF THE “SOLDIERS
FOR PEACE”

AND NATIONAL
SOVEREIGNTY
INITIATIVE

As mentioned earlier, the “Soldiers
for Peace and National Sovereign-
ty” initiative specifically targets for-
mer Bulgarian national security and
defense personnel and their families.
In their declaration, they appeal to
“reserve and active soldiers, war vet-
erans, those disabled and wounded
in action, generals, officers, lieuten-
ant colonels, sergeants, and soldiers”,
and “through them, their families”
to support the initiative aimed at
achieving the so-called “neutrality
of Bulgaria”, particularly concerning
the Russian war against Ukraine. In-
formation support for “Soldiers for
Peace and Neutrality” is provided
through three key platforms: Lazar
Murdzhov's “Brod for Bulgaria”, Efir.
info™, whose sole official partner is®
the National Association “Sigurnost”
(@ member of the RONU), and the
Pogled® publication owned by Bul-
garian PhD Rumen Petkov (PymeH
MemkoB). Petkov is a member of the
supervisory board of the “Referen-
dum for Peace and Sovereignty”
(PedpepeHgym 3a Mup u cyBepeHu-
mem) and a member8? of the Coa-
lition “Left!” (Koaauuyus “NAEBULIA-
TA!"). Another Bulgarian figure with
the same full name, Rumen Petkov,
a politician who visited® Moscow in
2017 for consultations with the Unit-
ed Russia party, is also on the board
of the “Left!” Coalition.
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As previously mentioned, the “Sol-
diers for Peace and Neutrality” in-
itiated® a nationwide effort, “The
National Movement for Peace and
Sovereignty” (HauyuoHanHo gBuske-
Hue 3a MUp U cyBepeHumem). Its pri-
mary activities include the so-called
“Marches for Peace” (“Mapw 3a
mup”) - regularly held rallies in Bul-
garian cities and the “Referendum
for Peace and Sovereignty” (Pege-
pPeHgyM 3a Mup u cyBepeHumem)
initiative. The aim of the initiative
is to influence the entire Bulgarian
society and the Bulgarian diaspo-
ra abroad. The directions of this in-
fluence align with the efforts of the
Russian government, so we will delve
into this campaign in more detail.

A

i
L

“MARCHES FOR PEACE"
RALLIES

In 2023, a total of nine “Marches for
Peace” rallies were held in Bulgaria,
some of which occurred simultane-
ously in 40 cities® across the country,
drawing tens of thousands of partici-
pants. The marches aimed to address
various issues, including halting® the
arms supply to Ukraine, opposing®’ 6y
the establishment of a North Atlantic
Alliance military base in the country,
and resisting Bulgaria's entry® into
the Eurozone. Retired Bulgarian of-
ficers, both affiliated with the “Sol-
diers for Peace” initiative and those
unaffiliated, actively participated in
these events.

Ynponosyx 2023 poky B bonrapii yno
npoBegeHo 0eB'aTb “MapLliB 3a MUP" —
MITUHTIB, AEAKI 3 AKX MPOXoaunm ogHO4YacHO
B 40 MicTax bonrapii, ydaCHMKaMM GKNX CTanm

OECATKM TUCAY Nroaem
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For instance, the “Marches for
Peace” in Sofia on April 23, 2023,
was participated by retired Brigadier
General Dimitar Shivikov, former®®
Head of the Special Forces Division
at the Ground Forces Training Head-
quarters (HayanbHuk Ha omgea

“CneyanHu cuabl” 8 Llla6a no nogeo-
moBka Ha cyxoBoopyrkeHus). During
his interview at the event, he stated®®
that in Ukraine, “the United States of

-

America is allegedly waging a war
against Russia”, and warned against
“Bulgaria's interference in the con-
flict”. Another co-founder of “Soldiers
for Peace”, Reserve Colonel Chavdar
Petrov, urged® NATO “not to inter-
fere in the relations between Russia
and Ukraine”. Reserve Captain Nako
Stefanov expressed opposition?? to
“Bulgaria’s involvement in the war”
during the same rally.

The rallies also saw the participation
of Colonel Nikolay Tsanov (HukoaaU
LlaH0B), a deputy head® of the As-
sociation of Reserve Intelligence Of-
ficers, which is part® of RONU but
not affiliated with the “Soldiers for
Peace” initiative. Colonel Tsanov in
his interview® spoke against sup-
plying arms to Ukraine, expressing
concerns that “modern weapons
provided to Ukraine” might “reach
Bulgarian ports on the Black Sea
coast”.
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During the “Marches for Peace” on
May 23, Simeon Simeonov (Cume-
oH CumeoHo08), honorary chairman
of the Fatherland Union association
(cgpyrkeHue “OmeuvecmBeH cblo3”),
which has a partnership agreement
with RONU, called®® for support for
the “Referendum for Peace and Sov-
ereignty” initiative. Simeon Simeonov
was awarded®” the Order of Merit for
the Fatherland, a state award of the
Russian Federation.

Another “Marches for Peace” on June
18 featured Brigadier General Stefan
Stefanov (Cmega+H CmegpaHo8), the
head®® of the RONU branch in So-
fia, criticising military assistance to
Ukraine and advocating® for redirect-
ing funds to the social welfare sector.

As  previously mentioned, the
“Marches for Peace” also aim to in-
fluence opposition to the construc-
tion of a NATO military base in the
country. The announcement'® of the
base deployment was made by the
Bulgarian government as a response
to the threats arising from Russia's
aggression against Ukraine. This
opposition sentiment was voiced”
during the “Marches for Peace” con-
ducted in Bulgaria on May 21, 2023.
Alongside efforts to counter assis-
tance to Ukraine, these events are
utilised to undermine Bulgaria’s col-
laboration with NATO and resist fur-
ther integration into the EU. For in-
stance, during the “March for Peace”
on March 12, 2023, calls'®2 were made
advocating for Bulgaria's withdrawal
from NATO.

During a rally on October 22, 2023,
participants of the “Marches for
Peace” criticised'® the Bulgarian gov-
ernment’s decision to cancel a nation-
al referendum on Bulgaria's official
course towards joining the eurozone.
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As previously mentioned, the “March-
es for Peace” systematically aim toin-
fluence Bulgaria's cessation of armed
assistance to Ukraine. For instance,
Captain Nako Stefanov voiced* such
demands during the march on July 9,
2023. Earlier,on June 19, 2023, a rally'>
was conducted as part of the “March-
es for Peace”, calling for the resigna-
tion of Bulgaria’'s Minister of Defense,
Todor Tagarev (Togop TaeapeB), who
had expressed readiness to escalate
military aid to Ukraine.

A noteworthy element is the system-
atic coverage™® of the “Marches for
Peace” by the YouTube channel of
Efir-info, including interviews with
retired Bulgarian officers conducted
during and after the rallies. In July
2023, Leonid Reshetnikov, a former
director of RISS and a Lieutenant
General of the Russian Foreign Intelli-
gence Service, gave an interview'®” on
the platform.

Co-organizers'®® of the Marches for
Peace include “Soldiers for Peace”,
the National Russophiles Movement,
and the political party “Russophiles
for the Revival of the Fatherland”.

These rallies also serve as a platform
for collecting signatures to initiate the
national “Referendum for Peace and
Sovereignty”, a topic that will be dis-
cussed separately.

“REFERENDUM
FOR PEACE AND
SOVEREIGNTY”

“Referendum for Peace and Sover-
eignty” is a nationwide initiative striv-
ing to gather 400,000 signaturesfrom
Bulgarian citizens, both domestically
and abroad. The goal is to initiate a
nationwide referendum™® address-
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ing Bulgaria’'s proclaimed “neutral-
ity” concerning any armed conflicts
beyond its borders. The initiative's
board comprises™ several retired Bul-
garian officers, including three official
representatives from the Soldiers for
Peace and Neutrality initiative. These
representatives are Major General
Stoimen Stoimenov from the Bulgar-
ian Armed Forces in reserve, retired
Brigadier General Dimitar Shivikov,
and Reserve Captain Nako Stefanov.
Furthermore, the initiative's leader-
ship includes other retired Bulgarian
officers, reserve officers, and individu-
als with connections to the USSR and
contemporary Russia.

For instance, Velizar Enchev (Beau-
3ap EHueB), a former officer™ of the
First Main Directorate of the State
Security of Communist Bulgaria
(DS) and a one-time member of the
Bulgarian Parliament, served as a
foreign intelligence officer. In 1987,
Velizar Enchev and his wife, who
worked at the Joint Institute for Nu-
clear Research in Dubna (Moscow re-
gion), took a year’s unpaid leave in
the USSR. During this period, Enchev
freelanced™ at the Druzhba journal
in Moscow, focusing on culture and
communist education.

Mincho Minchev (MuHuo MvHYeEB),
another member of the Referen-
dum board, previously worked as
an agent™ of the State Security
Department, recruited in 1985 un-
der the pseudonym “Arabadzhiev”
(ApabagrkueB) He co-founded™ the
pro-Russian party “Ataka” (napmus
‘“Amaka”) and currently serves as
the director™ of the Bulgarian Asso-
ciation “Eurasian Scientific Center”
(CgpyrkeHue “Bwreapcku eBpa3ud-
cku HayyeH yueHmMw®vpP”). In 2016, after
the Crimea occupation, the Center,
along with Crimean University and
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Kuban State University, organised a
large-scale conference, “XXX Khar-
ak Forum: Political Space and Social
Time: Identity and Everyday Life in
the Structure of the Life World”. In
May 2016, the Bulgarian Eurasian
Scientific Center, in collaboration
with the Russian Embassy in Bul-
garia and the Bulgaria-Russia Fo-
rum, co-organized the internation-
al conference “Historical Truth and
Lies — 75 Years since the Beginning
of the Great Patriotic War”.

Two additional members on the “Ref-
erendum for Peace and Sovereignty”
Supervisory Board represent RONU:
Reserve Colonel Mikhail Kharlamp-
iev (Muxaua XapanamnueB), a profes-
sor"® in the Department of Chemical
and Biological Weapons at the Vasil
Levski National Military University,
and Todor Predov (Togop NpegoB), a
retired colonel and member of the Air
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Defense Club of the RONU, serving
as the head™ of the RONU regional
branch in Veliko Tarnovo.

The Initiative's Public Council in-
cludes several individuals with ties
to Russia. Among them is Plamen
Paskov (lMarameH [lacko8),
er of the Ediline veterinary clinic in
Moscow, a Bulgarian political com-
mentator, and contributor to the
Russian website Pravda.ru®. Dr Or-
lin Stefanov (OpAuH CmegaHo8),
a Union of Scientists in Bulgaria
member, contributes to the Russ-
kiy Mir Foundation’s channel. Vasil
Prodanov (Bacua [lNpogaHoB8), the
Institute for Philosophical Studies
Director, also serves as a guest'? |ec-
turer at the Moscow State Institute
of International Relations (MGIMO).
Professor Petko Todorov (lTemko To-
gopoB), formerly'® a board member
of the 7 Days TV company owned?4

own-
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by former officers of the security
structures of communist Bulgaria,
chaired by Georgi Agafonov (leop-
2ul Aeag¢oHoB), a former officer?
of the 3rd Department of the State
Security Service. Notable™® partici-
pants include former DS officers Bo-
rislav Todorov Jamdiev (GopucaaB

The likely purpose of this initiative
Is to counteract the Bulgarian
government’s initiative to build

a permanent NATO base in the
country by 2025, as well as to close
existing US military bases

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TogopoB8 AxkamgueB) and Nikolay
Lyubomirov (Hukonal Alo6omu-
po8), along with Velizar Enchev, a
former officer of the 1st Department
of the DS. In 2017, Petko Todorov par-
ticipated™ in an event organised by
MO'DIKO™8, a youth NGO initiated
by the Russian Club of Bulgaria. The
National Russophiles Movement
and the youth wing of the Ataka
party are partners™ of the MO'DIKO
initiative.

Under the “Referendum for Peace
and Sovereignty”, Bulgarian socie-
ty is being influenced in several ar-
eas, aligning with the interests of
the Russian government. This influ-
ence primarily aims to counteract
the provision of military and tech-
nical assistance to Ukraine. The in-
itiative's website explains this as a
response to “the threat of Bulgaria
being drawn into a war” and criti-
cises™® the Bulgarian government’s
decision to supply arms to Ukraine.

Moreover, the initiative encourages™
Bulgarian citizens to support a ban
on the presence of foreign troops
on the country’s territory, except
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when fulfilling obligations under
the North Atlantic Treaty, allowing
such presence in joint participation
in an armed conflict. The likely pur-
pose of this initiative is to counteract
the Bulgarian government’s plan to
build a permanent NATO base in the
country by 2025 and to close exist-
ing US military bases.

The “Referendum for Peace and
Sovereignty” also urges™? citizens to
support the demand for changes to
national legislation on holding a ref-
erendum, proposing reducing the
required number of signatures for a
nationwide campaign from 400,000
to 100,000. This move would signifi-
cantly simplify access to this instru-
ment, including for entities associ-
ated with the Russian Federation.
It is noteworthy that in Ukraine,
too, such actors have systematically
made efforts to initiate various kinds
of referendums.

“BROD FOR BULGARIA",
RISS AND THE NATIONAL
RUSSOPHILES
MOVEMENT

As mentioned earlier, the Scientific
and Expert Club “Security” com-
prising several former officers of the
state security structures of commu-
nist Bulgaria, was established by
reserve captain Lazar Murdzhev. In
2015, this club served as the founda-
tion™3 for the NGO “Brod for Bulgar-
ia”. In the Bulgarian State Register™4
of Legal Entities, these two organi-
sations are registered as one entity,
referred to as the Scientific and Ex-
pert Club “Security” - NGO “Brod
for Bulgaria” (HayyHo ekchepmeH
kay6 CueypHocm - HI1O bpog 3a
Bvrzapus). Simultaneously, Brod for
Bulgaria functions as the publisher
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of the Sigurnost (further — Security)
journal.

Two major associations of retired
Bulgarian officers, RONU and SPS-
DO, have direct connections with
“Brod for Bulgaria”. For instance,
SPSDO is a co-founder™®s of this plat-
form, and RONU is a member®™é of
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the expert council of the journal “Se-
curity” In the December 2023 issue
of the journal, RONU was represent-
ed by Lieutenant General of the Op-
erational Reserve Kiril Tsvetkov (Ku-
pusns LIBemkoB).

One of the authors®” of “Brod for
Bulgaria” is Leonid Reshetnikov,
Lieutenant General of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service and for-
mer Director of the Russian Institute
for Strategic Studies, mentioned
multiple times in this report. Nikolai
Malinov, the leader of the National
Russophiles Movement, faced ac-
cusations of collaboration with Re-
shetnikov. Malinov himself is also
an author™® on the platform and a
member of the Scientific and Expert
Club”"Security™°.

“Brod for Bulgaria” has additional
structural ties with the National Rus-
sophiles Movement. Specifically, the
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leadership of both™® organisations
include™ Tikhomir Dimitrov Stoy-
chev (Tuxomup Aumumpo8 Cmod-
yeB), a former employee of the Bul-
garian Ministry of Internal Affairs.

The “Brod for Bulgaria” platform ex-
erts multidirectional influence align-
ing with the interests of the Russian
government, including its impact on
political processes in Bulgaria. Let's
examine examples of such influence.

In 2016, “Brod for Bulgaria” served
as a media partner? in the publi-
cation of a sociological study com-
missioned by the Russian Institute
for Strategic Studies (RISS), headed
at that time by Leonid Reshetnikov.
The study focused on the necessary
characteristics of a potential presi-
dential candidate from the Bulgar-
ian Socialist Party (BSP) who had a
chance of winning the election.

As reported by Bulgarian media,
particularly the Bulgarian branch
of Radio Svoboda™3, two weeks af-
ter the study’s publication, the then
Commander of the Bulgarian Air
Force, Major General Rumen Radev
(PymeH PageB), who “met all the
criteria specified in the study”, re-
signed as head of the country’s Air
Force and nominated his own can-
didacy for the presidency from the
Bulgarian Socialist Party.

During the election campaign,
Nikolay Malinov consistently sup-
ported Rumen Radev as Bulgaria’s
presidential candidate. After nomi-
nating his candidacy, Rumen Radey,
alongside the leader of the Bulgar-
ian Socialist Party, Kornelia Ninova
(KopHeauss HuHoBaQ), participated™4
in the Congress of the National Rus-
sophiles Movement. There, he ad-
vocated for lifting sanctions against
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Intelligence
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in the Balkans,
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Russia and resuming trade relations
with Russia.

In 2016, the Reserve Officers and
Non-commissioned Officers Un-
ion, in its official statement, also en-
dorsed™ Rumen Radev's candidacy
for Bulgaria's presidency.

It is worth mentioning that the re-
search commissioned by RISS at
that time was conducted by the so-
ciological company G-Consulting,
led by Bulgarian specialist Zhivko
Georgiev (KuBko [eopeueB). In
2016, Zhivko Georgiev had official
interactions with the Bulgarian So-
cialist Party, and by 2021, he became
a member of Rumen RadevV’'s strate-
gic committee.

In 2017, a special report™é by the US
Department of State accused Leonid
Reshetnikov of interfering in the 2016
Bulgarian presidential election. The
report specifically mentioned Reshet-
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nikov's efforts to disseminate “distort-
ed opinion polls” through the Bulgar-
ian Socialist Party.

After Radev's election victory, Reshet-
nikov confirmed™” discussing Rumen
Radev's candidacy with BSP leader
Kornelia Ninova.

During the 2021 presidential election,
RONU once again officially backed®
Rumen Radev's candidacy. Members
of Brod for Bulgaria, including reserve
Colonel Goran Simeonov, also ex-
pressed their support.

Yet, “Brod for Bulgaria” maintains in-
teractions with other political forces
and organisations linked to Russia.

For instance, in November 2022, the
organisation, in collaboration with
the political party “Just Bulgaria”
(“ChnpaBegauBa bBwvazapus”), which
includes™® retired Brigadier General
Dimitar Shivikov, initiated™® a signa-
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ture collection. This effort was made
through an open appeal, including
to the President of Bulgaria, urging
to cease the delivery of military and
technical assistance to Ukraine.

Even before the full-scale invasion,
“Brod for Bulgaria”, alongside a rep-
resentative of RISS, Dr. Viktor Vo-
lodikhin (BukTop BonoaunxmH), repre-
sentatives of the Rossotrudnichestvo
Foundation (“PoccoTtpyaHum4yecTtBo”),
and several other participants, took
part™ in the congress of the Russo-

In 2017, a special report by the US
State Department accused Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service
General Leonid Reshetnikov

of interfering with the 2016
presidential election in Bulgaria
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philes’ movement. Nikolai Malinov
was re-elected as a chairman there.
The “Brod for Bulgaria” platform?2
systematically covers the activities
of the National Russophiles Move-
ment.

INVOLVEMENT

OF RETIRED BULGARIAN
OFFICERS IN THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE
“BROD FOR BULGARIA"
PLATFORM

Several retired officers from the Bul-
garian Armed Forces and reserve of-
ficers actively participate in the op-
erations of the online platform “Brod
for Bulgaria” and the print journal
“Security”. The platform’s activities
have once again aligned with the
interests of the Russian government
in several crucial areas, particularly
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in opposing Bulgaria’'s membership
in NATO and undermining arms
supply to Ukraine.

A month before Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in January 2022,
Reserve Captain Lazar Murdzhev
had been issuing™ warnings on
the platform suggesting holding
a national referendum to address
the issue of “consolidating Western
weaponry on Bulgarian territory for
potential conflict with Russia”. As
mentioned earlier in this report, Bul-
garia became Ukraine's largest indi-
rect arms supplier in 2023.

As soon as June 2023, Reserve Colo-
nel and Bulgarian professor Gergin
Gerginov (lepeuH lepeuHoB) pub-
lished an article on the platform ac-
cusing®™ the West and the United
States of America of instigating the
conflict in Ukraine. He alleged that
Ukraine was actively seeking to draw
NATO into a war against Russia.

Similarly, retired General Todor
Boyadzhiev, in his publication titled
“Crimean Bridge” on “Brod for Bul-
garia”, sought™ to justify Russia's
aggression against Ukraine by fram-
ing the war as “Russia’s fight for inde-
pendence” and laying blame on the
West for its initiation.

Another instance involves Major
General in the reserve and Doctor
of Military Sciences Stoimen Sto-
imenov, who participated™ in a
campaign opposing the constitu-
tional enshrinement of Bulgaria's
NATO membership, labelling the
initiative as an “assault on direct de-
mocracy”.

Among the authors®™” associated
with “Brod for Bulgaria“ is Dmitry
Trenin, a retired colonel™® from the
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Main Directorate of the General Staff
of the Russian Armed Forces (GRU),
former director of the Carnegie Mos-
cow Center, and current member
of the Russian International Affairs
Council (RIAC). In October 2023, the
portal republished™ Trenin's article
titled “The Ukrainian Conflict and

Dmitry Trenin,
one of the authors
of “Brod za
Bulgaria”,

a retired Russian
GRU Colonel,
former director
of the Carnegie
Moscow Center,
and current RIAC
member
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Nuclear Weapons”, aimed at intimi-
dating the West with nuclear capa-
bilities and opposing Western mili-
tary aid to Ukraine. Trenin suggests
that the West has mistakenly ceased
to fear Russia’s potential use of nu-
clear weapons in response to arms
supply to Ukraine.

Overall, the platform not only en-
gages numerous representatives
from Bulgarian civil society but also
includes Russian experts like Alex-
ander Dugin (AnexkcaHap AyruH),
an advocate of the “Russkiy Mir”
concept and the leader™® of the In-
ternational Eurasian Movement. He
is notorious for urging'™ the Russian
president to invade Ukraine and Ma-
ria Zakharova (Mapug 3axaposaq),
a representative of the Russian For-
eign Ministry. Given the platform’s
ties to Russia, its activities warrant
scrutiny across various spheres of
Bulgarian public life.
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RONU-AFFILIATED
ASSOCIATIONS
OF OFFICERS AND
THEIR INFLUENCE
IN THE INTEREST
OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

What also warrants attention in
Bulgaria are certain associations of
retired officers, as collective mem-
bers of the Reserve Officers and
Non-commissioned Officers Union
(RONU), who operate within this
sphere. As previously mentioned,
RONU is a member of the Russian
International Confederation of
Generals, Admirals, and Reserve
Officers.

For instance, the Bulgarian National
Union “Combat Friendship”, which
brings together Bulgarian veterans,
is an RONU member®2 At the on-
set of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in
March 2022, the union issued an of-
ficial statement™ addressed to the
military and citizens of the Russian
Federation, expressing support for
Russia's efforts to “denazify and de-
militarise” Ukraine.

By September 2022, the union had
further voiced support for Russia's
“Special Military Operation” through
another official commmunication. It
extended congratulations® to resi-
dents of the “DPR", “LPR", as well as
occupied areas of the Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson regions for participat-
ing in the so-called “referendum” on
“joining Russia”.

In 2023, Yavor Genov (98op eHo8),
a reserve colonel and head™* of the
“Combat Friendship Union”,
thored an article on the Veteran’s
News portal titled “Russia Can and

au-
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Should Return to the Balkans”. In his
piece, Genov proposed that Russia’s
primary ally in the region could be
the “new people’s Bulgaria”, assert-
ing that conditions were ripe for pa-
triotic forces to triumph in elections.

According to Colonel Yavor Genoy,
Russia’'s main partner could be

a "new people's Bulgaria’,

where “conditions were ripe

for patriotic forces to triumph

in elections”

Another RONU-affiliated organisa-
tion'™¢, the Association for the Land
Forces of Bulgaria (Acouuauus Ha
CyxonbmHume Bolcku Ha bba-
2apus), comprises representatives
from relevant branches of the armed
forces. Led by Lieutenant General of
the Reserve Kiril Tsvetkov, one of the
authors of “Brod for Bulgaria”, pre-
viously mentioned here, the asso-
ciation utilises its official Facebook
page to discredit the EU and strain
Bulgaria's relations with member
states, including North Macedonia,
France, and Germany. For instance,
the association’s publications criti-
cise the “dominance of France and
Germany in the European Union”
in relation to negotiations over the
name of North Macedonia, alleg-
ing'” that the EU fails to recognise
Bulgaria as a sovereign state.

In August 2023, Lieutenant General
Tsvetkov, in his article on the Bul-
garian portal “Otbrana’™¢8, criticised
the decision to deploy the last com-
bat-ready units of Bulgarian equip-
ment to Ukraine.
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support of the Russian government
is the Association of Reserve Intel-
ligence Officers (Acoyuayugma Ha
pa3y3HaBayume om 3anaca). Fol-
lowing Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, the association’s website,
among other things, republished
materials aimed at countering the
supply of military and technical as-
sistance to Ukraine. For example, in
September 2023, there was an inter-
view'”® with Reserve Colonel Goran
Simeonov, previously mentioned
in this report. Simeonov serves as
the chairman of the association, a
Bulgarian intelligence officer, and
the former head” of the Turkish
branch of the National Intelligence
Service. The interview discusses
the “disarmament of the Bulgarian
army through the supply of arms to
Ukraine”. Additionally, another ar-
ticle'? posted on the association’s
website criticised the “rampant Rus-
sophobia” in Bulgaria.

Some activities of the Reserve Of-
ficers and Non-commissioned Of-
ficers Union (RONU) itself should
be explored closely. Along with
participation in a number of the
above-mentioned campaigns, it
is worth mentioning a meeting™
held in January 2018. The meeting
was attended by officials from the
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea (DPRK). According to the of-
ficial communiqué, the guests “ex-
pressed interest in the experience
of military-patriotic organisations
in Bulgaria”. The discussion was at-
tended by the chairman of RONU,
Reserve General Zlatan Stoykov,
the chairman of the National Asso-
ciation “Security”, Reserve Colonel
Chavdar Petrov, the chairman of the
Union of Bulgarian War Veterans, as
well as Reserve Captain Marin Petk-
ov (MapuH NMemkoB) and the head



representatives
meeting with
DPKR officials

in Sofia. DPKR
was represented
by the defense
attaché of the
DPKR Embassy

in Bulgaria and his
assistant Li Guk

of the Bulgarian Anti-Fascist Un-
ion, Simeon Ignatov (CumeoH We-
HamoB). DPRK was represented by
Kim Chol, the military attaché of the
DPRK Embassy in Bulgaria, and his
assistant Lee Guk.

CONCLUSIONS

According to the report” “The
Threat from Russia's Unconvention-
al Warfare Beyond Ukraine” by the
UK's Royal United Services Institute
for Defense Studies (RUSI), Russian
intelligence services identify and ex-
ploit enemy vulnerabilities as part of
their influence operations. A study
by the European Commission's Eu-
robarometer opinion poll project,
published" in January 2023, reveals
that the threat of war spreading
from Ukraine to the EU ranks as the
third most frequent concern among
Europeans (81%). The study indicates
that Russian-affiliated actors are
leveraging this public sentiment in
several EU member states, includ-
ing Bulgaria. In Bulgaria, the issue of
the country’'s so-called “neutrality”
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during Russia’s war against Ukraine
is being manipulated to undermine
military and technical assistance to
the Ukrainian Armed Forces. Addi-
tionally, efforts are underway to de-
teriorate Bulgaria's relations with the
North Atlantic Alliance. A notable ex-
ample is the “National Movement for
Peace and Sovereignty” campaign,
initiated by Bulgarian Armed Forces
Reserve officers.

A study conducted by the Bulgarian
Ministry of Defense demonstrates the
effectiveness of this strategy. Accord-
ing to Todor Tagarev (Togop Aumu-
mpo8 TazapeB), the head of the Bul-
garian defense ministry, in November
2023, there was a 35% decline in ap-
plications for admission to military
academies and a 45% decrease in the
number of cadets. The minister at-
tributes these figures to the dissem-
ination of disinformation within Bul-
garian society regarding the alleged
threat posed by Bulgaria’s involve-
ment in the war due to its military as-
sistance to Ukraine and membership
in the North Atlantic Alliance.
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In 2023, the number of applications

for admission to military academies in Bulgaria
fell by 35% and the number of cadets by 45%.
These figures are associated with

the disinformation about the alleged threat

of Bulgaria's involvement in the war due

to its military assistance to Ukraine

and NATO membership

Thus, the processes outlined in this
report exemplify the systemic influ-
ence of the Russian Federation on a
NATO member state, posing a threat
to the stability, security, and defense
potential of NATO in Eastern Europe.
Moreover, the analysed impacts di-
rectly affect retired officers, reservists,
and the Armed Forces of Bulgaria,
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correlating with the combat capabil-
ity of the member state. Furthermore,
considering the lowest level of public
support in Europe for providing mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine (30%), fur-
ther efforts to bolster such sentiments
among Bulgarian citizens jeopardise
the long-term political support for
such assistance to Ukraine.
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“Mpaykkama npoAaem 50 20guHU
no-kbcHo: Pa3zka3 om nbpBo
Auue”. Btv.HoBuHume. https./
btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/orazh-
kata-prolet-50-godini-po-kas-
no-razkaz-ot-parvo-lice.html

Pyce, “PCOC3P - BopoBo
yyacmBa 8 mpemus Hauuo-
HaneH Cbbop Ha 3anacHOMo
BolUHcmMBo — AM60oA 2022". Ru-
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%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD,

Asop bopwcnasos. biorpadia.
AkageMuk. https:/dic.academic.
ru/dic.nst/ruwiki/1774905

38 HauuoHaAHa acoyuauusa ,Cu-

2ypHocm*. Colo3z Ha Oduue-
pume N CepykaHmume Om
3anaca M Pe3epBa 3a Penybau-
ka Bonzapus !

39 LIBemaH TomomupoB, “Ha koge

omuBame?! Xanko 3a me3u creg
Hac, 3ano4Bam om HyAama!”.
Frog News. https./frognews.
bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas,
gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-
otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-
zapochvat-nulata.html

40 “O6pbuleHuUe kbM BouHU-

me om 3anaca u pe3ep8a,
BemepaHume om BolUHumMe,
BoeHHOUHBaAnugume u BoeH-
HonocmpagaAume — 2eHepa-
AU, 0dUUEepU, Nogoduuepu,
cepykaHmMu u BolUHuuu". Bpog
3a Boazapus.

AHMOH Togopo8, “Mpe3ugeHm-
ckusm ceBemHuk CmoumeH
CmouMeHoB u3Aba2a kamo
komyHucm”. Frog News. https./
frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabatq,
glasat/prezidentskiiat-savet-
nik-stoimen-stoimenov-izla-
ga-kato-komunist.html

42 “Ipe3 3emd Ha 2eH. Cmoume-

HoB PYMHO oBaaga AATO".
Zoanews. https./zonanews.bg,
razkritia/orez-zetya-na-gen-sto-
imenov-rumno-oviadya-dato

43 CnupgoH CnupgoHoB, “O6wo

MHeHue: Heo6xoguMo e obe-
gUHEHUEemMOo Ha 3anacHOMo
BoliHcmBO". Cvlo3 Ha oduue-
pume u cepykaHmume om
3anaca u pe3epBa 3a Penybauka
BvAzapus.

44 CmouMeH CmouMeHoB, “Boaza-

pus Hag Bcuuko”. https:/gener-

alstoimenov.com/war_book/

45 “BouHu 3a Mup/O6uecmBeH

uHUUuamuBeH coBem/”. Bpog
3a Bvanapus. https:/www.brod-
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MIR.html
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47 "HayuHo ekcnepmeH kay6
cuzypHocm - HIMO 6pog 3a

BoAzapua”. Commercial register

and register of non-profit
legal entities. https:/portal.
registryagency.bg/CR/en/Re-
ports/ActiveConditionTabRe-
sult?uic=177108737

48 “BAU3bLK AU € Npe3ugeHMbmM
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49 J1lazap Mypoes, “UrpaTa Ha
HepsuM". Novinite.bg. https./
www.novinite.bg/articles/212152,

Lazar-Murdjev-Igpata-na-nepvi

50 JlTazap MypaykeB, “J1oBbT Ha
VICTUHU, B TO3M TEXHONOTNYEH,
MedWeH CBAT e CNoXHa paboTa.
Hal- MHOro ce nbyke Npeau
1n3bopu, No BpeMe Ha BOMHa
1 cnep noB, Ka3Ba BENUKUAT
Bucmak”. Bpog 3a Bbnrapus.
https:/www.brodbg.com/news-

53 “Hako CtedaHoB. MNapTunsa
601rapCKMX KOMMYHUCTOB.
KoHdepeHumsa “OkTabpb-100"".
YouTube “®oHp Pabouen
AxkagemMun'.

54 "B Bonrapun npoxoaut
nepBbIv MexxayHapoaHbIn
pycodunbckmnin cobop”.
BcemupHaa Poccus. https:/
vseruss.com/v-bolgarii-pro-
hodit-pervyj-mezhdunarod-

nyj-rusofilskij-sobor/

55 CNnupgoH CnupgoHoB, “AbA-
2020gUWHU apmuAepulcku
koMaHgupu cobc 3acAykeHo
npu3HaHue”. Om6paHa.com.
https://otbrana.com/%D0%B-
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57 "“Bpuz.2ceH.AuMumbp LLuBu-
koB 6e ygocmoeH ¢ Bucoko
3BaHue’”. Pan.bg. https:/pan.
bg/view._article-4-18971-brig-
gendimityr-shivikov-be-udos-
toen-s-visoko-zvanie.html

58 AuMuMbpP LLUBUkOB, “leH.
AuMumbp LLuBukoB koM “Ha-
moBckume” BoeHHU ekcnep-
mu: TpeHupalme uenyBaHe Ha
pbueme Ha Mymur!". UMnya-
cbmMm Ha cbbumusma. https:/
epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dim-
itar-Shivikov-kam--quot-na-
tovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti-
-Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-rat-
sete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0

59 Acouuauug “Pa3y3HaBauume
om 3anaca”. Cvlo3 Ha oduuepu-
me u cepXkaHmMume om 3anaca
u pe3epBa 3a Penybauka Boa-
2apus. https:/soszr.bg/index.
php?route=common/collective
members/form&id=14

60 |1BaH MuxalinoB, “PageB, 3awo
ce kpuew nog wAudepa Ha
AvprkaBHa cuzypHocm ?".
Breaking News. https:/break-
ing.bg/vodeshti-novini/fradev-
zashto-se-kriesh-pod-shlifera-

7-1184-247 omraza__.html

51 “Hako CtedaHoB. MapTtusa
601rapCKMUX KOMMYHUCTOB.
KoHdepeHuma “OkTabpb-100"".
YouTube “©oHp Pabouen

Akagemun’. https://ww.you-

tube.com/watch?v=HO0c3tjVvMfO

52 Hako CredaHoB, “BoeHHUTe
yyeHusa Ha CALL B YepHo
Mope ca onacHu 3a bbarapusa”.
Pycodunbl 3a BO3poxkaeHMe
oTeyecTBa. https. vo.bg/2
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61 Acouuauus “Pa3zy3HaBauume
om 3anaca”. Cvlo3 Ha oduue-
pume u cepkaHmMume om
3anaca u pe3epBa 3a Penybauka
BoAzapus.

62 Tegu AH2eA0B83a, “Bonza-
pusa HaMa cobcmBeHa
BbHWHa noanumuka”. Edup.
NHdo. https:/efir.in-
fo/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%
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63 Tegu AH2eA0B83, “BoAzapud
HAMa cobcmBeHa BbHUWIHa
noAaumuka”. Edup. MHbo.



https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/prazhkata-prolet-50-godini-po-kasno-razkaz-ot-parvo-lice.html
https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/prazhkata-prolet-50-godini-po-kasno-razkaz-ot-parvo-lice.html
https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/prazhkata-prolet-50-godini-po-kasno-razkaz-ot-parvo-lice.html
https://btvnovinite.bg/bulgaria/prazhkata-prolet-50-godini-po-kasno-razkaz-ot-parvo-lice.html
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://rousse.info/%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D1%80-%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B2-%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD/
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/ruwiki/1774905
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/ruwiki/1774905
https://frognews.bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas/gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-zapochvat-nulata.html
https://frognews.bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas/gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-zapochvat-nulata.html
https://frognews.bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas/gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-zapochvat-nulata.html
https://frognews.bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas/gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-zapochvat-nulata.html
https://frognews.bg/obshtestvo/naroden-glas/gen-tsvetan-totomirov-kade-otivame-jalko-tezi-sled-nas-zapochvat-nulata.html
https://frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabata/glasat/prezidentskiiat-savetnik-stoimen-stoimenov-izlaga-kato-komunist.html
https://frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabata/glasat/prezidentskiiat-savetnik-stoimen-stoimenov-izlaga-kato-komunist.html
https://frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabata/glasat/prezidentskiiat-savetnik-stoimen-stoimenov-izlaga-kato-komunist.html
https://frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabata/glasat/prezidentskiiat-savetnik-stoimen-stoimenov-izlaga-kato-komunist.html
https://frognews.bg/glasat-na-jabata/glasat/prezidentskiiat-savetnik-stoimen-stoimenov-izlaga-kato-komunist.html
https://zonanews.bg/razkritia/prez-zetya-na-gen-stoimenov-rumno-ovladya-dato
https://zonanews.bg/razkritia/prez-zetya-na-gen-stoimenov-rumno-ovladya-dato
https://zonanews.bg/razkritia/prez-zetya-na-gen-stoimenov-rumno-ovladya-dato
https://generalstoimenov.com/war_book/
https://generalstoimenov.com/war_book/
https://www.brodbg.com/news-1-1439-VOINI_ZA_MIR.html
https://www.brodbg.com/news-1-1439-VOINI_ZA_MIR.html
https://www.brodbg.com/news-1-1439-VOINI_ZA_MIR.html
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://www.burevestnik.bg/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%87%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%9E%D0%A4-/n1819
https://portal.registryagency.bg/CR/en/Reports/ActiveConditionTabResult?uic=177108737
https://portal.registryagency.bg/CR/en/Reports/ActiveConditionTabResult?uic=177108737
https://portal.registryagency.bg/CR/en/Reports/ActiveConditionTabResult?uic=177108737
https://portal.registryagency.bg/CR/en/Reports/ActiveConditionTabResult?uic=177108737
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://breaking.bg/analizi/%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BA-%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82-%D1%81-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%88%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B6-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9-%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://www.novinite.bg/articles/212152/Lazar-Murdjev-Igpata-na-nepvi
https://www.novinite.bg/articles/212152/Lazar-Murdjev-Igpata-na-nepvi
https://www.novinite.bg/articles/212152/Lazar-Murdjev-Igpata-na-nepvi
https://www.brodbg.com/news-7-1184-247_omraza__.html
https://www.brodbg.com/news-7-1184-247_omraza__.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0c3tjVvMf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0c3tjVvMf0
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://ppvo.bg/2021/02/12/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D1%83%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%89-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%B0/
https://vseruss.com/v-bolgarii-prohodit-pervyj-mezhdunarodnyj-rusofilskij-sobor/
https://vseruss.com/v-bolgarii-prohodit-pervyj-mezhdunarodnyj-rusofilskij-sobor/
https://vseruss.com/v-bolgarii-prohodit-pervyj-mezhdunarodnyj-rusofilskij-sobor/
https://vseruss.com/v-bolgarii-prohodit-pervyj-mezhdunarodnyj-rusofilskij-sobor/
https://otbrana.com/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8_19392
https://otbrana.com/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8_19392
https://otbrana.com/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8_19392
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://izbori.bg/lichnost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://pan.bg/view_article-4-18971-briggendimityr-shivikov-be-udostoen-s-visoko-zvanie.html
https://pan.bg/view_article-4-18971-briggendimityr-shivikov-be-udostoen-s-visoko-zvanie.html
https://pan.bg/view_article-4-18971-briggendimityr-shivikov-be-udostoen-s-visoko-zvanie.html
https://pan.bg/view_article-4-18971-briggendimityr-shivikov-be-udostoen-s-visoko-zvanie.html
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://epicenter.bg/article/Gen--Dimitar-Shivikov-kam--quot-natovskite-quot--voenni-eksperti--Trenirayte-tseluvane-na-ratsete-na-Putin-/306617/11/0
https://soszr.bg/index.php?route=common/collective_members/form&id=14
https://soszr.bg/index.php?route=common/collective_members/form&id=14
https://soszr.bg/index.php?route=common/collective_members/form&id=14
https://breaking.bg/vodeshti-novini/radev-zashto-se-kriesh-pod-shlifera-na-darzhavna-sigurnost/
https://breaking.bg/vodeshti-novini/radev-zashto-se-kriesh-pod-shlifera-na-darzhavna-sigurnost/
https://breaking.bg/vodeshti-novini/radev-zashto-se-kriesh-pod-shlifera-na-darzhavna-sigurnost/
https://breaking.bg/vodeshti-novini/radev-zashto-se-kriesh-pod-shlifera-na-darzhavna-sigurnost/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/
https://efir.info/2023/07/16/%D0%BE-%D0%B7-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BA-%D0%B3-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BC%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1/

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

----- © 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000F0

64 Acouuauus “KoMyHUKauuoHHU
U UHPOPMAUUOHHU Cneyuanu-

cmu”. COC3P. https.//soszr.bg/

index.php?route=common/col-

77 “AHec noAk. Maua MaHgpoB8
cmaBa Ha 80! YHecmumo!”.
Om6paHa.com. https:/
otbrana.com/%D0%B-

lective_members/form&id=19

65 “Acouuauus “KoMyHuUkauuoHHU
U UHPOPMAUUOHHU Cheyuanu-
cmu”". COC3P. http:/soszr.bg/
index.php?route=common/col-
lective_members/form&id=19

66 ‘[Npod. 2eH.- Mmatiop PymeH
PanueB: YzoBopux cu cpe-
ua ¢ Mauga MaBaoB MuHymu
npegu pazcmpena My". Bimu.
https:/blitz.bg/obshtestvo,
prof-gen-mayor-rumen-ral-
chev-ugovorikh-si-sreshcha-s-il-
iya-pavlov-minuti-predi-razstre-

D%DO%BE%D0%B2%D0%
B8%D0%BD%D0%B8_16186

78 “O6pbUieHuUe koM BouHuMe om
3anaca u pe3epBa, BemepaHu-
me om BolUHume, BoeHHOUH-
Banugume u BoeHHoNocMpa-
gaAume - 2eHepanu, obuuepu,
nogoduuepu, cepykaHmu u
BoUHuuU". Bpog 3a BoAzapus.

79 Tegu AHzen0Ba, “ObeguHeHue
Ha 6bazapcku oduuepu ce
0648u cpeuwly BbBAUYaHEMO HU

818 BolUHa". Epup.MHbo. https./
efir.info/2023/05/25/6000,

la-mu_news395517.html

67 LIBamko AoHueB. Colo3 Ha odu-
uepume u cepkaHmume om

3anaca u pe3ep8Ba. http:/soszr.
bg/index.php?route=common,

80 “HauwmoHanHa Acoumnauma
CurypHocT". Ebunp.NHdo. https:/
efir.info/category/%d0%b-
f9%d0%b0%d1%80%d1%82%
d0%bd%d1%8c%d0%be%d1%

collective_members/form&id=23

80%d0%b8/%d0%b-

68 L|Bamko AoHueB. Cvlo3 Ha odu-
uepume u cepkaHmume om
3anaca u pe3epBa. http./soszr.
bg/index.php?route=common,
collective_members/form&id=23

69 Ekun, “O.3. nonk. YaBgap
MempoB: Mo mpu nampoHa
Ha Meceu, 3a cmpeaba ¢ nuc-
monem — moBa e BoeHHama
nogzomoBka Ha noAuuaume”.
®dokyc. https:/www.focus-news.
net/novini/interviu/Oz-polk-
Chavdar-Petrov-Po-tri-patrona-
na-mesec-za-strelba-s-pistolet-
tova-e-voennata-podgotovka-
na-policaite-1459649

70 HayuoHaAHa Acouuauusda ,Cu-
2ypHocm*. Cvlo3 Ha oduuepu-
me u cepkaHmMumMe om 3anaca
u pe3epBa. http:/soszr.bg/index.
php?route=common/collective.
members/form&id=12

71 HauuoHaAHa Acouuauusa ,Cu-
2ypHocm*. Coulo3 Ha oduuepu-
me u cepykaHmMumMe om 3anaca
u pe3epBa.

72 HauuoHaAHa Acouuauus ,Cuzyp-
Hocm". OdiLLIMHWIM calT. https./
nas.bg/%d0%b7%d0%b0-%d0%b-

d%d0%b0%d1%88%d0%b
8%d1%82%d0%b5-%d0%b-
f%d0%b0%d1%80%d1%82%
d0%bd%d1%8c%d0%be
%d1%80%d0%b8/

81 “BouHu 3a Mup /O6uwiecm-
BeH uHUUUamMuBeH coBem/
- OBPbLEHWE". Pogled.Info.
https:/pogled.info/bulgarski
voini-za-mir-obshtestven-initsi-
ativen-savet-obrashtenie.156132

82 ““AEBNLLATA" 8 MepHuk:
Aolige BpeMe ga nokaykem, ue
cMe gocmoUliHU HacAegHUUU
U ga 3awumuM Hawemo om
uyrkgonoknoHHUUU". ABB.
NesBuuarta! https:/abv-alternati-
va.bg/abv-news/levicata-v-per-
nik-dojde-vreme-da-poka-
zhem-che-sme-dostojni-nasled-
niczi-i-da-zasthitim-nashe-
to-ot-chuzhdopoklonniczi

wu

83 ““EamHaa Poccma” nposena
KOHCYNbTaLUK C mapTuem
“AnsTepHaTuBa 3a Bonrapckoe
BospoykgeHune"". EQnHas
Poccug. https:/er.ru/activity/
news/edinayq-rossiya-prove-
la-konsultacii-s-partiej-alter-
nativa-za-bolgarskoe-vozrozh-

d%d0%b0%d1%81/

73 PvkoBogcmBo. Colo3 Ha
BemepaHume om BoliHUMe

Ha BoAzapus. http:/sv-bg.

com/?go=management

74 “MUHUCMepcmMBomo Ha
omb6paHama e gbA2o20guUIeH
napmMHoLop Ha 3akoHHO peauc-
mpupaHume BoeHHo-Nampu-
OMuYHU op2aHu3zayuu”. Mu-
HUcmMepcmBo Ha ombpaHama.
https./mod.bg/bg/news.php?fn

denie

84 "Ob6pbuleHue kbM BouHu-
me om 3anaca u pe3epBa,
BemepaHume om BoUHuUMe,
BoeHHouHBaAugume u BoeH-
HonocmpagaAume - 2eHepa-
AU, oduuepu, nogoduuepu,
cepykaHmu u BoUHuUUU". Bpog
3a Boacapus.

wu

85 ““[Noxog 3a Mup” B Hag 40 2pa-
ga 8 BvAzapus’”. Vesti. https:/
www.vesti.bg/bulgaria/oohod-

mode=fullnews&fn_id=8417

75 MuneH LWonoB. “,Be3zcMbpm-
HUamM noAk" pycoduau
wecmBa u3z Codua Hanyk
Ha ®aHgbkoBa". Debati.bg.
https:/debati.bg/bezsmartni-
at-polk-rusofili-shestva-iz-so-
fia-napuk-na-fandakova,

76 "B Codum OTKpbINach BbiCTaBKa
“KpbIM cerofHs: B3rnag UsHytpm™.
Pycckas Bonrapws. https:/rus.
bg/esche/interesno/interes-
no/26118-v-sofii-otkrylas-vystav-

ka-krym-segodnya-vzglyad-iznutri

za-mir-v-nad-40-grada-v-byl-
qriia-6170870

86 “loxogbm 3a MUp u3cuna
“opwkua” npeg napaaMeHmMa
3a BoUHcmBawume genyma-
mu”. YouTube “Edup NHDO".
https://www.youtube.com,
watch?v=qCj8qYN_vlo

87 Iropb J1eHKWH, “BbicTynatoLime
HacTamBanu, 4tobbl Bonrapusa
ocTaBanach B 30He MUpa U He
npUHMMana y4actust B BOEHHbIX

koHdNuKTax". TACC. https:/tass.
ru/obschestvo/17806773

82

88 “[Noxog 3a Mup - “Aa cna-
cuM Boazapugal!” - Coduq,
2210.2023 2".. YouTube
“TMozeAg UHO". https://vww.
youtube.com/watch?v=t-
po_UEfQIOE&ab _chan-
nel=%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%
B3%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0
%B4%D0%98%D0%B-
D%D1%84%D0%BE

89 “leH. AuMumvbp LLuBukoB
kaHgugam 3a eBpogenymam”.
I1zbori.bg. https./izbori.bg/lich-
nost/%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%B
D-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BC%
DO%B8%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%
80-%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%B2
%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0O%BE¥%D
o%B2/

90 “TeH. LUuBukoB komeHmMupa
pucka om BkapBaHemo HuU B8
BoUHa. MNoxog 3a Mup”. YouTube
“Edup UHDO". https:ivww.
youtube.com/watch?v=zeWch-
djAByw&ab_channel=%D0%95
%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%
B8%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE

91 “BoAz2apu B 36 2paga u3aa3oxa
Nno nAowagume, 3a ga kaxkam,
ue He uckam Boazapus ga 6vge
BwvBAeueHa BbB BouHa". Bpog 3a
Boazapus. https./www.brodbg.
com/news-1-1420-Pohod_za.
mir_.html

92 “BoA2apu B 36 2paga u3Aa3oxa
no nAowagume, 3a ga karkam,
ue He uckam BoAzapua ga 6bge
BvBaeueHa BvbB BolHa". Bpog 3a
BoAzapus.

93 Acouuauug “Pa3y3HaBavume
om 3anaca”. Cvlo3 Ha oduue-
pume u cepXkaHmMmume om
3anaca u pe3epBa 3a Penybauka
Boacapus.

94 Acouuauud “Pa3zy3HaBauume
om 3anaca”. Cvlo3 Ha oduue-
pume u cepkaHmMume om
3anaca u pe3epBa 3a Penybauka
BoAcapus.

95 “BbA2apu B 36 2paga u3Asa3oxa
Nno NnAoUlagume, 3a ga kaxkam,
ye He uckam Boazapus ga 6vge
BouBAeueHa BbB BoliHa". Bpog 3a
Boazapusg.

96 “fTonaMama AaBa koaauuuda
okono BCIM Habupa memMno!
OmeyecmBeHuam cvlo3 ce
Bkalouu upes cBosma emaHa-
yuga MM ,,Coelo3z 33 Omevecm-
Bomo"”. OmeuecmBeH cblo3.
https.//www.os-bulgaria.org,
actualno.html

97 “lHmMepBlo cbc CumeoH Cume-
OHOB — NoYeMeH npegcegamen
Ha OmeyecmBeHus colo3.
Moxog 3a Mup”. YouTube “Edunp
nHdO". https:./www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7DrboTEMnMU

98 "Kpamka ucmopusa Ha COC3P".
Colo3 Ha Oduuepume u Cep-
»kaHmume om 3anaca u Pe3ep-
Ba. http:/soszr.bg/index.php

99 “BpuzageH 2eHepan CmedaH
CmedaHoB Ha cegMu noxog
3a Mup u cyBepeHumem npeg
nuAoHUMe Ha HAK". YouTube
“Kipin BnagimipoBs”. https:/ivww.
youtube.com/watch?v=1AHb-
miS_mwiI
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TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

100 “CriopymyKeHHs1 HoBOI 6a3un
HATO ob6inpeTbca Bonrapii
y noHag $50 MifnbnoHis".
YKpiHbopM. https:/iww.ukrin-
form.ua/rubric-world,
3761042-sporudzenna-no-
voi-bazi-nato-obijjdetsa-bolgar-
[i-u-ponad-50-miljoniv.html

101 Iropb J1eHKiH, “BbicTynatoLime
HacTauBanu, Ytobbl Bonrapus
ocTaBanacb B 30He MUpa 1 He
NPUHMMana y4acTus B BOEHHbIX
koHdnmkTax". TACC. https:/tass.
ru/obschestvo/17806773

102 “BoAzapbl 38 Mup ¢ Poccuedl.
BoAzapusa —30Ha Ha MUpa,
noxogd 3a Mup”. YouTube
“CeTocnaB lNpowHoB".
https:/www.,youtube.com
watch?v=25BbrOlbl6éw

103 “[oxog 3a Mup — “Aa cha-
cuM Boazapusal” - Codus,
22.10.2023 2".. Mornea.nHdo
YouTube-channel. https:/
www,youtube.com/watch?v=t-
po_UEfQIOE&ab_chan-
nel=%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%
B3%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4%
D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%
DO%BE

104 “lMoxo0g 3a MUp U cyBepeHu-
mem - HAK". YouTube “Mornen
NHbO". https:/www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Tid0O8n9ECGwo

105 “[ToX0gbm 3a MUp U3cuna
“opwkua” npeg napAramMeHmMa
3a BoUHcmBaw,ume genyma-
mu”. YouTube “Edup UHO".

https:/ivww.youtube.com/

watch?v=qCj8qYN_vio

106 YouTube “Edup nHbO". https:/
www.,youtube.com/@user-mn-

Snb5umeév/videos

107 “PewuemHukoB komeHmupa
cb3gaBaHemo Ha ,ykpau-
HUume"*, ,MakegoHuume"“ u
naMemHukbm Ha egHa AbXka”.
Edup uHdo YouTube-channel.
https://www.youtube.com,
watch?v=MxWqté_kVMA&ab
channel=%D0%95%D1%84%DO
%B8%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B-
D%D1%84%D0%BE

108 “OCMU NOXOQg 3@ MUP U Hey-
mpaAumem Ha BoAzapua”.
Novinata.bg. https:/hovinata.
bg/obsthestvo/osmi-pohod-za-
mir-i-neutralitet-na-balgariq,

109 “BbnpocuTte Ha pedepeHayma”.
PedepeHayM 3a MUP 1
cyBepeHuTeT. https./harodna.
me/%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B-
F%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%
81%D0%B8

10 O6wecmBeHcobBem. PedepeH-
gyM 3a MUp u cyBepeHumem.
https:/narodna.me/%d0%be %
d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b5%d1%81
%d1%82%d0%b2%d0%b5%d0%
bd-%d1%81%d1%8a%d0%b2%d0
%b5%d1%82/

m “BeAu3ap EHYeB goHacan Ha AC
pa32oBopume Ha cbnpy2ama
CU, WNUOHUPaA CbcmygeHmu”.
Flagman. https./www.flagman.

BHA". Agentibg. https./agen-
tibg.com/index.php/bg/2014-
02-18-15-58-11/261-2015-05-03-
11-31-25

13 “BeAuszap EHueB goHacan Ha AC
pa3zoBopume Ha cbnpy2ama
CU, WNUOHUPaA cbcmygeHmu”.
®dnaramaH.bg.

14 “AreHTn Ha ObprXKaBHa
cUrypHoct” MUHYO MuUH4eB.
Bird. https.//scan.bird.bg/agenti

?page=0&g=%D0%A1%D1%82%
D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0+%DO
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142 “lLlaHcoBe uMa oH3u, koU-
mo ycnee ga MobuAu3upa
kakmo ono3uuuoHHUSA
enekmopam, maka u
npomecmHuga Bom cpeuwly
cmamykBomo”. Bpog 3a Boa-
2apusd. https:/www.brodbg.
com/b-news-5-225-Sotsi-
ologichesko_prouchvane.
html?fbclid=IWAR146YM7HX-
SRMumZE _ClLjnbrrtcsEiR20x-
EMTWTNOOHQgSIGgNwttTse-

7Byo

143 “KoU e PewuemHukoB u 3a koe
u3cAaegBaHe ca 6UAU paznumM-
BaHu ,Pycoduau””. CBobogHa
EBpona. https./www.svobod-
naevropa.bg/a/30156498.html

144 Hagerkga YuneBa, “BCI u
PymeH PageB ocvguxa no-
py2aBaHemo Ha 3HaMeHama
Ha EC u HATO Ha pycodua-
cku cvbop”. KanuTan. https./
www.capital.bg/kakvo_sta-
va/2016/09/12/2825775_bsp_i
rumen_radev._osudiha_poru-
gavaneto_na_znamenata_nag

145 “CmoAUYHamMa opaaHu3auusa
Ha cblo3a Ha opuuepume u
cepykaHMuMe om 3anaca u
pe3epBa: ga Ha gocmoUlHus
6on2apcku 2eHepan pyMeH
pageB!”. Pan.bg. https./pan.
bg/view _article-58-358623-
stolichnata-organizaciya-
na-syjuza-na-oficerite-i-ser-
zhantite-ot-zapasa-rezerva.
htmi?page=hotnews

146 “The US included the Election
of Radev as President of Bul-
garia and BSP in the Russian
Disinformation Ecosystem”.
Prepyou. https:./www.prepyou.
eu/the-us-included-the-elec-
tion-of-radev-as-president-of-
bulgaria-and-bsp-in-the-rus-
sian-disinformation-ecosys-
tem-novinite-com-sofia-news-

agency/

147 "Y CLUA 3aaBumnm npo
BnAmB P® nig yac Bnbopis
MPOPOCINCbKOro NpPe3naeHTa
y 2016 poui”. €Bponencbka
Mpasaa. https:/ivww.
eurointegration.com.ug,
news/2022/12/25/7153098,

148 CnupgoH CNupgoHOB,
“PyMeH PageB u MauaHa
MomoBa coe cepuo3zHa
nogkpena om 3anacHomMo
BolUHcmMBO". OMm6paHa.com.
https://otbrana.com/%D0%B-
D%DO%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%

DO%BD%D0%B8 15984

149 “AuMumbp LLuBukoB -
kaHgugam 3a HapogeH
npegcmaBumen om koaAu-
uuqa “CnpaBegauBa Boaza-
pua”"CnpaBegauBa BoAzapuq.
BHT. https./bnt.bg/news/dim-
itar-shivikov-kandidat-za-nar-
oden-predstavitel-ot-koal-
iciya-spravedliva-balgari-
va-v327344-309794news.html

150 “Mos bonrapwma: oTKpbITa
npoTecTHasa AeKknapaums-
MPU3bIB MPOTUB PeLLleHnd
HapopgHoro cobpaHmna”. O3eH.
https./dzen.ru/a/Y2aGqglo-Ci
yOez9?experiment=931376

151 “HA, “Pycodunu” HanpaBu
paBHocMemka u ouepma
6bgewume 3agayu Ha 11 loHu
V O6uw,0 cobpaHue u3zbpa HoBo
pvkoBogcmBo 3a cregBawume
Yyemupu 20guHU”. Facebook
“Pycusa gHec- Poccua cerogHa”.

https://www.facebook.com/

rusiadnes.bg/posts/10466133154

163 Coduq, “Bonrapckmin
cotos “BoeBasd opy>k6a” n
Bonrapckuni HapogHbiin
®poHT nogaep>kanm Poccuto
B AeHaunduKaumm n
oeMunuTapmsaumm YKpamHbl”.
YpPOKM PyccKoro a3bika OHManH.

https:/urokirus.com/new/index.

php/articles/news/1236-vevesti

18851/?paipv=0&eav=Afa7NtZr-
JsYnefLuDhQvGf897TBE6pIx
zLN3H30BoTgYanYEIDv
1IrfO6mOQ5_L5IIHo& rdr

152 TopceHe 3a: Pycoduau. Bpog 3a
Boazapus. https./www.brodbg.
com/?action=search&sch=%
DO%A0%D1%83%D1%81%D0%
BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%B-
B%D0%B8

153 “1398AeHUemMoO ,Boazapus
e HanpaBunaa cBoga u3zbop ga
6vbge UneH Ha HATO" Bcobud-
HocmM He omzoBaps Ha uc-
muHama”. bpog 3a BvAzapus.
https.//www.brodbg.com/news-
4-1115-Referendum_NATO.html

154 [epauH lepauHoB, “EgHa om
ueAume Ha 3anaga B YkpatHa
ca npupogHumMe U 6o2am-
cmBa”. Bpog 3a BoAzapus.
https./www.brodbg.com/news-
5-1499-Edna_ot_tselite_na_Za-

pada_v_Ukrajna_sa_prirod-
nite_%D1%9D_bogatstva.html

155 Togop BosigrkueB, “Kpumckocu
mocm”.". Bpog 3a Boazapus.
https:/wvww.brodbg.com,
news-3-1630-KRIMSMKQOSI
MOST.html

156 CmoumMeH CmoumMeHoB8, “Xopa,
6geme, npaBama cu nazeme
u 3awumeme! HacmaHano
e Bpemsa pa3zgenHo!”. Bpog
3a Bvazapus. https/vww.
brodbg.com/news-3-1551-
TREVOGA_a_a_a !.html

157 ABTOpUW. Bpog 3a BoAzapusd.

158 “Ex-GRU Officer explains Pu-
tin's Nuclear Threats | Conflict
Zone". Deutsche Welle News.
https://www.youtube.com,
watch?v=qgp6zRPsQv4&ab.
channel=DWNews

159 AMUumMpuiti TpeHuH, “Ykpa-
uHcku koHbAUKM U agpeHo
opwkue”. bpog 3a BoAzapusd.
https:/iwvww.brodbg.com,
news-4-1574-Ukrainski_konflik-
t_i_yadreno_orazhie.html

160 [lyriH OnekcaHap
lenivoBuny. OdiLiNHKA canT
HauioHanbHoro areHTCTBa 3
3anobiraHHs Kopynuii. https:/
sanctions.nazk.gov.ua/sanc-

tion-person/15616/

161 “Alexander Dugin and the “Eur-
asian” System: Philosophy and
Strategy”. Strategiecs. https./
strategiecs.com/en/analyses,
alexander-dugin-and-the-eur-

164 “Bonrapckmi obLeHapoaHbIN
cotos “BoeBas opy»o6a”
no3apaBwui xutenemn
OHP, THP, XepcoHcKom 1
3anopoyKcKow obractel ¢
pedepeHaymom”. ZOV.AHP.
https:/dnr-news.ru/socie-

/2022/09/27/120383.html

165 BoA2apcku O6uwoHapogeH
Colo3 “ BoliHa Apyrk6a”. Colo3
Ha Oduuepume N CeprkaHmu-
me Om 3anaca W Pe3epBa.

166 Acouuauus Ha Cyxonbm-
Hume Bolcku Ha BoAzapus.
COC3P. http://soszr.bg/index.
php?route=common/collec-
tive_members/form&id=13

167 Acouuauus Ha CyxonbmHume
BoUcku Ha Boazcapud. Offi-
cial Facebook-page. https:/
www.facebook.com/pro-
file/100064975592471/search/?q
=%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D0%
B8%DI1%8F

168 Kupua LIBemkoB, “Aa ce
o6bpHeM ¢ Auue kbM xopama
8 apmMusma”. Om6paHa.com.
https://otbrana.com/%D0%B-
D%DO%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%
D0%BD%D0%B8 18963

169 Acoyuauus “Pa3y3HaBavyume
om 3anaca”. COC3P. http./
soszr.bg/index.php?route=com-
mon/collective_members,
form&id=14

170 AuMUMbBP CMoOoAHOB, “HoBe-
kom u ApprkaBHukbm”. Aco-
uuauusa Ha paly3HaBauume.

https:/arz.bg/

171 Acouuauus “Pa3y3HaBauume
om 3anaca”. COC3P. http./soszr.
bg/index.php?route=common,
collective_members/form&id=14

172 AuMUM®BP CMosaHoB, “YoBe-
kbem u AbvprkaBHukem”. Acouu-
auus Ha pazy3HaBauyume

173 “Om KHAP mbpcam cb-
mpygHuU4YecmBo ¢ Hawlu-
me BoeHHo-pogoalobuBu
opeaHu3zayuu”. FrogNews.
https:/frognews.bg/novini
kndr-tarsiat-satrudnichest-
vo-nashite-voenno-rodoliubi-

vi-organizatsii.html

174 Jack Watling, Oleksandr V
Danylyuk and Nick Reynolds.
“The Threat from Russia's Un-
conventional Warfare Beyond
Ukraine, 2022-24". RUSI. https:/
static.rusi.org/SR-Russian-Un-

asian-system-philoso-
phy-and-strategy

162 Boazapcku O6uoHapogeH
Cvolo3z “ BolHa Apy»k6a”. Colo3
Ha Oduuepume N CeprkaH-
mume Om 3anaca N Pe-
3epBa. http:/soszr.bg/index.
php?route=common/collec-
tive_ members/form&id=25

84

conventional-Weapons-fi-
nal-web.pdf

175 OnekcaHap KyHULbKUIA.
“EBpornenLii ocTepiratoTbcs
MNOLMPEHHS BiMHU 32 MeXi
Ykpainn". Deutsche Welle.
https://vww.dw.com/uk/evrope-
jci-osterigautsa-posirenna-vi-
jni-za-mezi-ukraini/a-64370216
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GERMANY

ermany has emerged as the

second-largest contributor of
lethal military aid to the Ukrainian
Armed Forces, following the United
States, in their defense against Rus-
sian aggression'. However, Russia's
interest in influencing Berlin extends
beyond merely halting German sup-
port for Ukraine. It encompasses a
myriad of factors and circumstances,
from economic ties based on ener-
gy trade or pharmaceuticals to the
sympathy of the German population
for Russia due to the contradictory
combination of guilt for the crimes
of the Hitler Reich and historical revi-
sionism. Roderich Kiesewetter, a re-
tired Bundeswehr colonel and mem-

GCermany has become the second
largest donor of lethal military aid
to the Armed Forces of Ukraine,
following the United States
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ber of the Bundestag, believes that
the “fundamental myth of the Ger-
man-Russian brotherhood of arms”
was the joint fight against Napole-
on2. Additionally, Germany's pivotal
role as a key EU and NATO country
in Europe renders successful meas-
ures against Berlin a prerequisite for
expanding Russian influence across
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the subcontinent. Equally important
is the existence of a purely instru-
mental factor in the form of loyalty
to Russia on the part of numerous
organisations, such as football ultras,
COVID dissidents, conspiracists, sup-
porters of the Reichsburger nation-
alist movement, and other associa-
tions of citizens of varying degrees
of marginalisation. The institutional
capacity of such entities is strength-
ened by affiliation with existing po-
litical projects located at opposite
ends of the political spectrum. This
is clearly evidenced by the legislative
and extra-parliamentary activities of
“Alternative for Germany” (Alterna-
tive fur Deutschland), the Left Party
(Die Linke), and others.

Finally, an additional factor in the ef-
fectiveness of Russian influence in
Germany is the institutional prob-
lems the internal security system
is currently experiencing. These is-
sues are caused, not least, by the
personnel shortage experienced by
the German secret services®. As of
September 2022, about 1,000 jobs
in the Federal Intelligence Service
(BND) and 800 in the Federal Office
for the Protection of the Constitution
(BfV) were vacant. Therefore, when
selecting employees, they have to
reconcile compliance with all the



Carsten Linke,
former head
of technical

intelligence

at the BND,

who is accused
of high treason
and disclosing
information

to Russian secret
services
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necessary standards of professional-
ism, official compliance, and politi-
cal trustworthiness with the general
need for staffing. This also applies to
special checks of existing employ-
ees. As a result, individuals like Ralph
Werner Gelert, who was accused of
spying for Russia“ last year, find their
way into the system. Another exam-

ple is Colonel Carsten Linke, former
head of technical intelligence at the
BND, who is accused of high trea-
son and disclosing information to
Russian secret services®. This infor-
mation is a state secret and relates,
in particular, to the war in Ukraine.
Contact between the defendant and
the FSB took place through a liaison
officer, Arthur Eller, a German of Rus-
sian origin who served in the German
Armed Forces in the field of informa-
tion security® from 2009 to 2021.

The investigation has not revealed
the specifics of the information Linke
passed on to the Russians, but jour-

------------------------------------------------

nalists suggest it could have included
the coordinates of the IRIS-T air de-
fense system deployment in Ukraine,
GPS tracking of HIMARS MLRS move-
ment, and data regarding the posi-
tions of artillery and air defense units
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces”.

Carsten Linke was a coach of a chil-
dren’s football team in Weilheim in
Oberbayern, Bavaria, and an employ-
ee at Carl Zeiss in Jena, a globally re-
nowned manufacturer of optics and
precision engineering with a sub-
stantial share of military products.
His duties included selecting candi-
dates for the BND?, and he was also
a supporter of Alternative for Ger-
many. Linke's involvement in various
spheres of German society under-
scores the significant value of such
individuals for the Kremlin, from
leaking confidential information to
infiltrating potential spies into secret
services. This exacerbates the issue
of Russian intelligence services’ influ-
ence on their German counterparts,
making it hard to determine the ac-
tual capabilities of Russian agents
within the former law enforcement
community.

RETIRED BUNDESWEHR
OFFICERS AMONG

THE GERMAN (?)
“REICHSBURGERS”

Meanwhile, these agents may be
sufficiently organised to undertake
more ambitious endeavours than
mere espionage. In December of

Loyalty to Russia among numerous football
ultras, COVID dissidents, conspiracy theorists,
“Reichsburgers”, and the far right

IS an instrumental factor here
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Investigation
by German
counterintelligence

is ongoing
regarding

the involvement
of former BfV
director
Hans-Georg
Maassen in the
Reichsburger
case

CENTER
FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

last year, 25 members of the Patri-
otische Union terrorist group were
apprehended, with plans to alter the
constitutional order in the country to
reinstate monarchical rule®. Among
the conspirators were several for-
mer members of the Bundeswehr
Special Forces Command (KSK), in-
cluding retired Lieutenant Colonel
Rudiger von Pescatore of the 251st
Parachute Battalion, retired Colonel
Maximilian Eder, and retired Colo-
nel Peter Woérner. One of those de-
tained had attempted to reach out
to representatives of the Russian
government to discuss plans to at-
tack German authorities. Although
Russia denied involvement, prior to
his arrest, Eder had referred to Rus-
sian aggression against Ukraine as
“freeing children from biolabs‘®,

aligning with a Kremlin narrative
and the conspiracy theory propa-
gated by the QAnon group™.

German counterintelligence is cur-
rently investigating the possible in-
volvement of Hans-Georg Maassen,
the former head of the BfV from 2012
to 2018, in the aforementioned Re-
ichsburger case, as some evidence
suggests a connection. Simultane-
ously, Maassen has been instrumen-
tal in shaping the right-wing con-
servative movement Values Union
(Werteunion) within the CDU/CSU
bloc into a distinct political party®.
This party will endeavour to secure
seats in the state parliaments of
Brandenburg, Saxony, and Thurin-
gia in the upcoming autumn. The
potential success of this new polit-

INn December 2023, authorities arrested

25 members of the Patriotische Union
terrorist group, who were planning to alter
the constitutional order in the country

to restore monarchical rule
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Kujat, former
Chief of the
General Staff of
the Bundeswehr
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ical force, which does not preclude
collaboration with both™ the far left
and the far right, is likely to contrib-
ute to the fragmentation of parties
at the local level, with potential im-
plications at the federal level. Ger-
many’s evolving political landscape
presents challenges in predicting
its impact on German support for
Ukraine.

Several of Maassen’s statements
align more closely with the Kremlin's
narrative than Ukrainian interests.
For instance, in early January 2022,
Maassen characterised the shipment
of heavy-wheeled vehicles to Ukraine
as “Germany’s involvement in the
conflict with Russia”, suggesting it
could make Germany “a target for
Russian attacks®. Furthermore, he
has questioned Ukraine's status as
a bastion of human rights, freedom,
and peace in the West. Even prior to
its formalisation, Russian media de-
picted the secession of the Values
Union as a sign of dissatisfaction with
the policies of the Bundestag®™ cur-
rent coalition.
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THE INSTITUTE

OF THE KGB OFFICER
AND ACTIVITIES

OF GENERAL KUJAT

Harald Kujat, a retired German Luft-
waffe general and former Chief of
the General Staff of the Bundeswehr
from 2000 to 2002, has long advo-
cated for a view of international re-
lations favourable to Russia. Serving
as Chairman of the NATO-Russia
Council and Chairman of the NA-
TO-Ukraine Chiefs of Defense from
2002 to 2005, Kujat's military and
political credentials lend him au-
thority, even in retirement, and un-
derscore his significance in promot-
ing Russian influence abroad. His
status as “Commander-in-Chief of
NATO’s Joint Forces in the event of
hostilities” elevates the importance
of his comments and speeches as
valuable sources of information for
Russian media.

In 2016, Kuyat participated in the
grand opening of the Dialogue of



TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

Civilisations Research Institute
(Forschungsinstitut “Dialog der Zivi-
lisationen”) in Berlin, established by
Vladimir Yakunin, a former KGB for-
eign intelligence officer and found-
er of the Foundation of the same
name. The Institute's supervisory
board includes, among others, Aus-
trian politician and former Secretary

In 2016, Kujat participated

iNn the grand opening of the
Dialogue of Civilisations research
institute in Berlin, founded by
former KGB foreign intelligence
officer Vladimir Yakunin.

Later he became the organisation’s
supervisory board member
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General of the Council of Europe
Walter Schwimmer, former Austri-
an Federal Chancellor Alfred Gusen-
bauer, former Czech President Va-
clav Klaus, and Russian-Armenian
oligarch Ruben Vardanyan, who
later became a high-ranking official
in the so-called “Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic”. Notable experts associ-
ated with the Institute include Ger-
man political scientist Peter Schul-
ze, who justified the annexation of
Crimea under the pretext of protect-
ing the Russian population from the
consequences of the “coup d'état” in
Kyiv'7, and testified to the high com-
pliance with democratic standards
during the 2018 Moscow mayoral
elections®. Schulze, together with
Schwimmer and Yakunin, founded
the Institute™. Other experts include
propagandist Alexander Rahr and
British Eurosceptic John Laugh-
land, who referred to Russian ag-
gression against Ukraine as “the
result of two decades of increasing
hostility to Russia on the part of the
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collective West°, The French polit-
ical scientist Aymeric Chauprade,
a former member of the European
Parliament from the National Front
and an observer at the 20187 region-
al elections in the Russian city of
Omsk. He expressed doubts about
the authenticity of photographic
evidence of Russian war crimes in
Bucha, suggesting that Russia is
not interested in new sanctions and
that Ukraine and the United States
are not interested in a ceasefire?,
Chauprade supervised the intern-
ship of Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov's daughter in the European
Parliament in 2018%,

Kujat positioned the emergence
of the “Dialogue of Civilisations”
as an attempt to enhance mutual
understanding and find new ways
to overcome conflicts worldwide?,
However, the Institute for European
Integrity, an independent organ-
isation that identifies civil society
institutions with significant links to
malign influence, labelled Yakunin's
project as “the Kremlin's main prop-
aganda factory in the West". In
March 2023, the Dialogue of Civilisa-
tions was officially dissolved, and its
social media pages on platforms X
and Linkedln had ceased to be up-
dated three years earlier.

However, in his capacity as an In-
stitute expert, Kujat published arti-
cles and gave interviews to Western
publications, aiming to portray Rus-
sia as a key element of the global se-
curity architecture. In February 2016,
he said he believed that Russia’s mil-
itary intervention created an oppor-
tunity for a peaceful resolution of the
war in Syria®. In October of the same
year, while commenting on Putin’s
visit to Berlin amid escalating ten-
sions in Syria, Harald Kujat argued
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that “Russia is striving to restore a
multipolar world model amidst nu-
merous local conflicts and the ter-
rorism issue”. He emphasised that
achieving a balance would be in the
interest of all international relations’
parties?’. Kujat attributed the subse-
quent breakdown of peace talks to
the US and its allies. He viewed the
bombing of Aleppo by Russian air-
craft as a necessary and inevitable
measure, dismissing calls for tough-
er anti-Russian sanctions as mere
populism?8,

Overall, Harald Kujat began advocat-
ing for constructive dialogue with
Russia long before the establish-
ment of the Dialogue of Civilisations,
when the threat from Russia was not
as apparent. In February 2004, for
instance, as chairman of the NATO
Military Committee, he wrote in
Krasnaya Zvezda, the Russian MoD'’s
official newspaper, about the com-
plications and threats posed by ter-
rorism. He praised the NATO-Russia
Council as a platform for exchang-
ing expertise and discussing techni-
cal information, capabilities, and re-
sources®.

In April 2008, he opposed Ukraine
and Georgia's accession to NATO,
arguing that such a move would
contradict the interests of these
countries and NATO itself*®. None-
theless, Kujat acknowledged Rus-
sia's right to determine the Eu-
ro-Atlantic future of Ukraine as “a
geopolitical power whose NATO
accession would alter the security
architecture in Europe”. He main-
tained a similar stance regarding
the response to the Russian-backed
conflict in Donbas. Kujat cautioned
Germany and NATO against involve-
ment in the conflict, considering
the supply of weapons to Kyiv as “a

90

------------------------------------------------

complication on the path to a po-
litical settlement”, and insisted on
negotiations as the sole path to suc-
cess, albeit only if “Putin and Oba-
ma met on equal footing™.

Following Russia’'s large-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine, Harald Kujat once
again cautioned NATO against sup-
plying Ukraine with heavy weap-
onry3®2. While in 2014, his stance
stemmmed from concerns about the
“deplorable state of the Ukrainian
army” and the need for extensive
training efforts, in 2022, it was driven
by fears of escalation and the poten-
tial use of nuclear weapons.

Commenting on developments in
November-December 2023, Kujat's
perspectives reflect a blend of con-
tradictory positions — those of a
peacemaker, Euro-optimist, and Rus-
sophile. Firstly, he contributed to for-
mulating the “Swiss view" regarding
the conclusion of the Russian-Ukrain-
ian conflict, advocating for Ukraine’s
permanent neutral, non-aligned sta-
tus. Under this proposal, third-party
countries would guarantee Ukraine's
sovereignty and territorial integrity,
excluding Crimea and other tem-
porarily occupied territories, which
would be subject to separate nego-
tiations®. Secondly, Kujat character-
ised the war in Ukraine as “a warning
sign with only one consequence: a
decisive step toward Europe’s geo-
political reassertion — political, eco-
nomic, technological, and military'34.
Thirdly, he viewed Russia’s strategic
plan to “retake Odesa, liberate the /
so-called/ L/DPR, and reunite with
Transnistria” as quite realistic. He
referred to the occupied regions of
Ukraine merely as “territories that
Ukrainians consider theirs”, aligning
with the Russian narrative of histori-
cal justice restoration3.
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Bundeswehr
Brigadier
General Erich
Vad (right) with
Alice Schwarzer,
editor-in-chief

of the feminist
magazine Emma,
and the leader of
the pro-Russian
party Sarah
Wagenknecht's
Alliance, during
a rally against
arms supplies

to Ukraine

in Berlin, 2023
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GENERAL VAD:

TIES WITH RUSSIA
AND ACTIVITIES

TO UNDERMINE ARMS
SUPPLIES TO UKRAINE

In contrast to Kujat's primarily expert
activities, former Bundeswehr Briga-
dier General Erich Vad's focus is more
practical. Although he has authored
monographs and academic articles,
Vad established and led the consult-
ing firm Erich Vad Consulting after
retiring from the military. While it re-
mains unclear who his clients are and
the extent of his business success, his
website, which functions more like a
personal blog, does not provide such
information. Supposedly, it would
have been made public had it been
available.

Vad’'s military predictions have be-
come the subject of jokes among
German journalists, often described
as unrealised prophecies, with com-
ments such as “in the theatre of war,
in 99% of cases, the opposite of what
he predicts happens®e. For instance,
at the onset of the invasion, he fore-
casted a swift victory for Russia and

9l

doubted the Ukrainian Armed Forc-
es’ ability to mount an effective de-
fense®”. However, beyond his military
career, he gained prominence in poli-
tics, serving as a military and political
adviser to former German Chancellor
Angela Merkel from 2006 to 2013. It
is in this capacity that he is most fre-
guently mentioned.

In his dual role of discrediting Ukraine
and advancing Russian interests, Vad
guestions the Ukrainian Armed Forc-
es’ capability to effectively operate
German-made equipment like the
Leopard tank and Marder infantry
fighting vehicle®®. He also advocates
refraining from labelling Putin as a
pathological despot®. Such state-
ments not only appeal to humanity
but also aim to shift Russia’s responsi-
bility. Vad suggests that the conflict in
Ukraine is part of a series of wars, in-
cluding those in Iraq, Syria, Libya, and
Afghanistan, all allegedly initiated by
the West. Additionally, during a se-
curity policy seminar for the regional
branch of the Reservist Association of
Deutsche Bundeswehr in Franconia
in 2019, Vad referred to Crimea as “his-
torically Russian territory conquered
from the Turks™®.



TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

Earlier this year, Vad stressed the im-
portance of preventing Russia’'s disin-
tegration, asserting that Russia serves
as a leading force in a multination-
al state to prevent disputes and
wars4. He expresses scepticism about
Ukraine's integration into the EU and
NATO due to concerns about corrup-
tion, oligarchic power, and violations
of the rule of law.

On 25 February 2023, a mass rally
took place in Berlin, opposing
further arms supplies to Ukraine
and advocating for the initiation
of peace talks with Russia
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Apart from his media statements, Vad
actively participated in campaigns to
prevent the supply of heavy weap-
ons to Ukraine from Germany. For in-
stance, in April 2022, he co-signed an
article along with other German pub-
lic figures appealing to the West for
an end to the war in Ukraine through
negotiations, titled “Ceasefire Now!“2,
The timing of the appeal suggests a
well-orchestrated plan in which Vad
leveraged his experience as a former
military adviser to Angela Merkel.
He cited this experience when en-
dorsing the position of Alice Sophie
Schwarzer, editor-in-chief of the fem-
inist magazine “Emma’”, on the war in
Ukraine as “appropriate™3.

Initially, the magazine published
an editorial advocating for a “com-
promise” (specifically, a “NATO-free
Ukraine and a special status for Don-
bas") and urging “negotiations with
Putin, the president of the world’s
second most powerful nuclear pow-
er’4  Subsequently, allegedly agi-
tated by Sergei Lavrov's statement
regarding the real danger of nuclear
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war, Alisa Schwarzer drafted a letter to
Olaf Scholz urging against supplying
weapons to Ukraine%. In support of
this appeal, various statements were
made to challenge Ukraine's agency
and diminish its legitimate struggle:

8 Antje Vollmer (died in March 2023),
a participant of the St. Petersburg
Dialogue and former Vice-Presi-
dent of the Bundestag from the
Union 90/Greens party, described
EU sanctions as a “scorched earth
policy” and characterised the war
in Ukraine as “a classic proxy war
between Russia and the West"4¢;

@ Sahra Wagenknecht, a member of
the Bundestag from the Left Party,
criticised the US for its policy of
weakening Russia at the expense
of “arms supplies and Ukrainian
deaths™7:

@8 Erich Vad warned of the threat of
escalation and the risk of World
War [1148,

Consequently, on February 25, 2023, a
mass rally was held in Berlin, oppos-
ing further arms supplies to Ukraine
and advocating for peace talks with
Russia. The “Uprising for Peace” rally
was organised by Alice Schwarzer and
Sahra Wagenknecht, who launched
a new online petition titled “Peace
Manifesto™®, As of February 1, 2024,
over 908,000 people® had signed the
appeal published on the Change.org
platform. Using terms like “peace”
and “reaching compromises on both
sides” and manipulating public opin-
ion in Germany, Alice Schwarzer and
Sahra Wagenknecht effectively con-
vey a sense of German solidarity with
the Kremlin's typical narratives®.

Addressing the protesters from the
stage, Vad spoke about a war of attri-
tion where neither side would emerge
victorious. He criticised Ukraine's de-
cision to arm itself as pure militarism
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and stressed that achieving peace ne-
cessitates engagement with Russia®.

The rally stirred controversy, leading
Vad to moderate his stance relative-
ly quickly. In March, in an interview
with the Turkish newspaper “Anado-
lu”, he expressed support for provid-
ing weapons to Ukraine, advocating
for a simultaneous ceasefire and a
shift towards negotiations, which
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Jan Marsalek,
former Chief
Operating Officer
of the financial
company
Wirecard,

is accused
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intelligence
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he deemed necessarys®. Vad views
a peaceful resolution of the conflict
as a priority for Germany and as the
only viable option for Ukraine®. How-
ever, his characterisation of Ukraine's
future as a “frontline state” suggests
that he does not envision negotia-
tions progressing in a manner fa-
vourable to Kyiv's interests®.

Beyond his public engagements,
Erich Vad is associated with one of
the world’'s most wanted criminals,
Jan Marsalek®¢, The former chief op-
erating officer of the German pay-
ment company Wirecard served as
a Russian agent®” for a decade be-

------------------------------------------------

fore fleeing to Moscow in 2020 when
it was revealed that approximate-
ly $2 billion had vanished from the
company’s balance sheet. Under an
assumed name, Marsalek obtained
Russian citizenship and is report-
edly under the FSB protection. He
aided Russia in financing opera-
tions globally, and suspicions link
him to Russian intelligence activi-
ties in the Novichok case and to sup-
porting mercenaries from Yevgeny
Prigozhin's PMC “Wagner"s8,

Marsalek had ambitions to influence
international relations, so he hosted
extravagant receptions for influential
Western politicians, officials, and in-
telligence officers. In 2014, Marsalek
invited Eric Vada and several other se-
curity policy experts to Planegg Castle
in the Munich suburbs for a roundta-
ble discussion®. In April 2017, a similar
meeting was held in the form of a din-
ner at the upscale Kafer restaurant,
with Marsalek footing the bill. Among
the attendees were former French
President Nicolas Sarkozy, former Ba-
varian Prime Minister Edmund Stoib-
er, former Austrian Chancellor Wolf-
gang Schussel, former Czech Foreign
Minister Karel Schwarzenberg, and
Austrian Army Brigadier General and
leading security expert Gustav Gus-
tenau®®. The latter's connections to
Marsalek and Russia — including joint
projects with the embassy, member-
ship in the Dialogue of Civilisations
Institute, and the Austrian-Russian
Friendship Society — put an end to his
career at the Austrian Ministry of De-
fense® in 2021.

Particularly notable are the connections
between Brigadier General Erich Vad

and one of the world’'s most wanted criminals,
Jan Marsalek, who is under FSB protection

IN Moscow
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Both events were organised by the
Felix Somary Foundation. Marsalek’s
name does not officially appear in the
foundation’s founding documents; it
is run by Michael Dzeba®, a member
of the Munich City Council from the
CSU. This cover-up appears logical®®
since Wirecard'’s lobbyists were pri-
marily former security officials and
members of the CSU party, including
former Minister of Defense Karl-Theo-
dor zu Guttenberg and former State
Secretary and Intelligence Commis-
sioner Klaus-Dieter Fritsche. Follow-
ing Marsalek’s exposure, the activi-
ties of the Felix Somary Foundation
ceased, along with any further con-
firmed links to Vad®4.

HOW RUSSIAN STATE
MEDIA USE GERMAN
OFFICERS

With longstanding platforms for
spreading influence in Germany be-
ing shut down (such as the Dialogue
of Civilisations Institute and the Pe-
tersburg Dialogue Forum), and ex-
isting formats refusing to endorse
Russia’s political agenda in Europe
(such as the Deutsch-Russischer Aus-
tausch), Russian media are facing the
need to revise their content strategies.
In the context of the declared con-
flict “with the whole West", obtaining
complimentary comments from the
“enemy camp” becomes especially
crucial. Now, the services of full-time
propagandists like Alexander Rahr®>
are no longer sufficient.

In this scenario, retired German mil-
itary officers serve as the primary
source of content for Russian talk
shows like “60 Minutes” or news ag-
gregators, offering their expert opin-
ions on Russia's war against Ukraine.
While they don't necessarily fabricate
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material for their audience, editors
publish or display representative ex-
cerpts from the experts’ speeches.
For instance, retired German lieuten-
ant general Roland Kather predict-
ed the “inevitable and rapid success
of Russian troops“® and the “threat
of tactical nuclear weapons“’ prior
to the invasion, and in early Decem-
ber, he spoke of the end of the West's
“false optimism“e&.

Likewise, Russian media quoted re-
tired Colonel Wolfgang Richter stat-
ing that “Kyiv is failing to achieve op-
erational success“?® and highlighting
that “problems with mobilisation
show that the image of Ukraine
united by patriotism is unreliable°.
Retired Brigadier General Reiner
Schwalb’s view that “Ukraine will not
be able to win back all its territory
from Russia™ and retired Brigadier
General Egon Ramms’ assertion that
“the Ukrainian Armed Forces are not
able to break through the Russian
defenses‘™ were also cited. Addition-
ally, retired Brigadier General Hel-
mut W. Ganser emphasised that “the
West has no clear plans and goals
for Ukraine™, “the Ukrainian coun-
ter-offensive has exhausted itself“74
and stressed that “nuclear escala-
tion must be avoided at all costs”.
Retired Brigadier General Klaus Witt-
mann remarked, “Ukraine will not be
able to cope because it is inferior in
firepower™s,

Russians capitalise on every oppor-
tunity to influence public opinion,
aiming to discredit Ukraine, hinder or
halt the supply of modern weapons
to the Ukrainian Armed Forces, and
underscore Russia's business reliabil-
ity. Although the involvement of Ger-
man soldiers in assisting Kyiv lacks
negative connotations, Russian me-
dia arbitrarily paint them in a nega-
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tive light. This scheme was employed
to disseminate the statement of
German Air Force Commander Ingo
Gerhartz about NATO's readiness to
launch a nuclear strike on Ukraine’ if
necessary and the statement of Colo-
nel Andre Wustner, head of the Bun-
deswehr Union, regarding the can-
nibalisation”” of the German army.
In reality, Gerhartz did not specify
Ukraine's territory, and Wustner did

Vad stressed the importance

of preventing Russia’s
disintegration, citing the need

for it to remain “a leading force

IN @ Multinational state to prevent
disputes and wars”

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

not advocate for a complete cessa-
tion of arms supplies to the Ukrain-
ian army. Similarly, the words of the
country’s Army Chief, Alfons Mais,
expressing optimism about forming
the first combat-ready division by
2025, were misconstrued by the Rus-
sians as implying the Bundeswehr's
inability to repel an attack due to
weapons supply to Ukraine’.

In the instances outlined in the
preceding paragraphs, former Ger-
man military personnel provided in-
terviews or comments exclusively to
German or Western media outlets.
Russian media merely quoted them,
sometimes distorting the original
context or presenting the material
under provocative or manipulative
headlines that did not align with the
content. Nonetheless, this was suffi-
cient to convey the impression that
German generals supported the Rus-
sian army and/or Kremlin policies. To
amplify this impression, the relevant
publications were disseminated to
an international audience through
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outlets like the “Sputnik” news
agency, “RT channel”, and “REN-TV
International” satellite broadcast-
ing, which target Russian-speaking
Western audiences. For instance,
through this method, Russians pop-
ularised the aforementioned state-
ments by Richter”™ and Ganser®°, as
well as Ramms’'s comments as of
25.02.2022 regarding the Bunde-
swehr’s supposed inability to defend
the country®. They used the same
technique to disseminate the inter-
cepted conversation among German
generals, including Gerhartz®, dis-
cussing the potential use of Taurus
missiles on the Kerch Bridge.

THE DARMSTADTER

SIGNAL GROUP
REPEATS RUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT'S TALKING
POINTS

The retired lieutenant colonel

Hans-Jurgen Rose, notable for be-
ing the first Bundeswehr soldier to
refuse to carry out an order in 2007
(to equip PA-200 Tornado fighters
for Operation Enduring Freedom in
Afghanistan) on the grounds of con-
science®, uses a starkly contrasting
approach. From the Russian media’s
perspective, this act exemplified
both the alleged criminal militarism
of the United States and NATO and
the embodiment of a true officer’s
spirit, making Rose a sought-after
figure for commentary®. For in-
stance, in 2017, he gave an interview
to “RIA Novosti” where he criticised
the undemocratic nature of the
Bundeswehr8s, In 2021, speaking to
the propaganda outlet Russia To-
day, he characterised the operation
in Afghanistan as “beneficial only
for American arms manufacturers
and opium poppy traders.“®® Finally,
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in January 2023, he remarked to RIA
Novosti that the transfer of Leop-
ard tanks to Ukraine would not sig-
nificantly impact the course of the
war and described it as “an act of
desperation aimed at maintaining
the morale of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces™®’. Simultaneously, while dis-
cussing his stance on the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, the retired lieu-
tenant colonel absolved Russia of

Armee im Einsatz

und

»otaatsbiirger in Unifo

Lieutenant
Colonel Hans-
Jurgen Rose
(left), chairman
of the supervisory
board of the
Darmstadter
Signal group,
which brings
together retired
and active
Bundeswehr
officers
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responsibility for the conflict, assert-
ing that “NATO is provoking Russia
to use nuclear weapons against
Ukraine in order to have a pretext

to destroy Russian forces“®® and
“The West is undermining Ukraine’s
economy and failing to provide it
with ammunition .

Following hisdischargefromthe Ger-
man army in 2010, Rose continued
his pacifist stance as a Darmstad-
ter Signal working group member.
Established in 1983 as Watchdog,
the organisation brings together re-
tired and active Bundeswehr officers
who critically evaluate military poli-
cy and related issues, advocating for
the “uniformed citizen model” and
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a non-aggressive army?. However,
despite its outspoken anti-military
position, the organisation remains
active and shows signs of being in-
fluenced by Russia. In this capacity,
H.-J. Rose serves as the chairman
of the supervisory board, with the
working group directly comprising
retired Major Florian D. Pfaff (spokes-
person), Staff Sergeant Holger HUut-
tel, Staff Sergeant Eric Giesel, and
retired Lieutenant Colonel Helmuth
Prief3 (honorary chairman).

On behalf of the group, on the official
website, Pfaff published two position
papers on Ukraine aligning with the
Kremlin's narrative:

8 On January 31, 2022, the paper
highlighted that “Ukraine’s threats
against the population of Russian
origin and the announcement of
a ban on the Russian language”
have exacerbated the conflict.

It suggested that “the separation
of Crimea” would not have oc-
curred without Ukraine’s previous
policies. The document proposed
resolving the conflict by “imple-
menting the Minsk agreements
and halting NATO expansion near
Russia’s borders*.

8 On March 1, 2022, the paper went
beyond calls for peace, echoing
messages commonly used by
Russia. It mentioned that “NATO’s
eastward expansion from the
Baltic to Romania was an illegal
strengthening at the expense of
Russia’s security interests”, refer-
enced the “US-controlled coup
in Ukraine”, and suggested that
“President Putin could accept a
neutral Ukraine without nucle-
ar-capable cruise missiles“?,

Pfaff and Rose were among the initial
signatories of the “Immediate Polit-
ical Détente” initiative in December
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2016. The statement explicitly warned
that “the lack of cooperation with
Russia threatens further confronta-
tion and a new arms race, escalating
the Ukrainian conflict"%.

Turning the spotlight back to the su-
pervisory board of “Darmstadter Sig-
nal”, it is worth noting that it also in-
cludes civilians, such as Bundeswehr
reserve major Johannes M. Becker
and retired Swiss lieutenant colonel
Ralph Bosshard.

In fact, Swiss citizen Bosshard is not
the focus of this study, but from a
methodological standpoint, his in-
clusion is noteworthy. Bosshard, a
graduate of Moscow State Universi-
ty and the Military Academy of the
General Staff of the Russian Armed
Forces, served in OSCE missions to
Ukraine (2014-2017) and the South
Caucasus (Nagorno-Karabakh, 2017-
2020). He advocates for finding mo-
dus vivendi®* with Russia, asserting
that “Russia is effectively at war
with NATO™5 and disregarding the
opinions of Ukraine and hardliners
in the West.

Becker, a co-founder of the Center
for Conflict Research at the Univer-
sity of Marburg, has displayed loy-
alty to Moscow since at least 2007.
He hailed Russian President Putin’'s
strong speech at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference that year as a fair
critique of Washington, aligning Pu-
tin's desire to move away from a un-
ipolar world with the aspirations of
the German political elite®.

Johannes Becker was among the
representatives of the German in-
telligentsia who penned an open
letter to German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz in the “Berliner Zeitung” on
April 22, 2022. In it, they opposed
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the supply of weapons to Ukraine®.
The letter's main thrust is to pres-
sure Ukraine into capitulating and
accepting neutrality, recognising
Crimea as Russian territory, and ac-
knowledging the ‘“independence”
of Donbas. The letter closely mirrors
the Schwarzer-Wagenknecht initia-
tive, with all signatories also endors-
ing the “Manifesto of Peace”.

On the anniversary of Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine, Becker granted an
interview to “Der Freitag”. He assert-
ed that there was “no alternative to
negotiations“g; in a speech at a ral-
ly a few days earlier, he challenged
“the aggressive policy of continued
arms supply to Ukraine in a war
that cannot be won and is irrespon-
sibly fuelled by Foreign Minister
Baerbock®®.

THE AFD GERMAN
OFFICERS: “TRAINING
OF UKRAINIAN MILITARY
MUST STOP”

Germans’' unique affinity for Russia
fosters a favourable view of rebuilding
German-Russian relations. To achieve
this objective, the Kremlin employs
multi-channel communication with
diverse political factions in Germany,
ranging from traditional sympathis-
ers on the left to certain segments of
the Social Democrats, as well as their
ideological adversaries on the right,
represented by Alternative for Germa-
ny and the Pegida movement (which
stands for Patriotische Europder ge-
gen die Islamisierung des Abend-
landes - Patriotic Europeans against
the Islamisation of the West).

The anti-Islamic political movement,
established in Dresden (home to
Germany’s largest share of AfD vot-
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ers) in 2014, is known for the xeno-
phobic rhetoric of its leaders and
anti-immigrant unrest among its
rank-and-file supporters, which
have resulted in a number of crim-
inal trials™. While positioning itself
as “a movement addressing current
political and social issues without
ideology”, one of the tenets of its
“Dresden Theses” is “the immediate
normalisation of relations with the
Russian Federation and the cessa-
tion of any warmongering‘. “Pegi-
da” rallies typically feature Russian
symbols and portraits of Putin, and
German experts have observed for-
mer members of the Stasi®? (the
GDR’'s secret police and punitive
body) among its supporters.

On February 24, 2023, “Pegida” or-
ganised a demonstration in Dresden
against the provision of weapons to
Ukraine. Concurrently, participants
in the “Great Walk for Peace” (“Gros-
ser Dresdner friedensspaziergang”)
took to the streets waving Russian
flags. Their alignment with the ag-
gressor was evidentin a pressrelease
issued the previous day, urging the
government to “immediately en-
gage in negotiations to halt the es-
calating conflict”, afford Russia “the
opportunity to express its stance”,
and accurately assess Ukraine's po-
sition “following the Maidan coup
and the brutal actions against the
Russian population in the east of
the country s,

In October 2023, Pegida, along with
the AfD and the anti-vaccination
movement “Querdenker”, organised
a similar rally in Berlin, advocating
for “government re-election, ces-
sation of military aid to Kyiv, diplo-
matic resolution of the conflict in
Ukraine, and the restoration of ami-
cable relations with Russia %4,
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As a purely political venture, Pegi-
da’s evolution has been non-linear:
it currently lacks the same level of
support in Germany as it did dur-
ing 2015-2018 or in the early stages
of the Covid pandemic, but it has
gained popularity abroad, notably
in the Netherlands™. The move-
ment has established hubs in Aus-
tria, the United Kingdom, and all
Scandinavian countries, each with
a neutral or positive stance towards
Russia®. However, the prospects
for its further evolution into an in-
dependent political entity remain
uncertain — at least in Saxony, it has
already been classified as an ex-
tremist movement. Consequently,
it remains entirely reliant on its “pa-
tron”, which is the AfD.

In contrast to the street activism
of the anti-Islamists, their counter-
parts from the parliamentary party
Alternative for Germany possess
the ability to influence the German
government and politics directly.
The presence of retired officers sym-
pathetic to Russia among its ranks
makes the party's activities par-
ticularly intriguing to the Kremlin.
Indeed, since its inception in 2013,
the party's leadership and ordinary
members have openly endorsed the
annexation of Crimea, visited the
ORDLO (Separate Raions of Donetsk
and Luhansk Oblasts) and the
Crimea peninsula, and opposed an-
ti-Russian sanctions. Since the onset
of the full-scale invasion, they have
embarked on a campaign to lobby
for pro-Russian initiatives while dis-
crediting Ukraine.

Maintaining constant communica-
tion with the Kremlin through an
intermediary, Vladimir Sergienko, an
assistant to one of the AfD members
in the Bundestag, the party has re-
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ceived funding, guidance, and direct
instructions for its actions. In par-
ticular, it has endeavoured to block
arms supplies to Ukraine through
legal means, filing a lawsuit in July
2023 with the Federal Constitution-
al Court under the formal pretext of
the lack of Bundestag's approval for

such supplies, although not required
by German law'??. The case is still un-
der consideration, as evidenced by
the absence of a court decision.

In early March 2023, a group of “Al-
ternative” MPs with military back-
grounds in the Bundeswehr ap-
pealed to the government, urging
the cessation of training for the
Ukrainian military and advocat-
ing for a peaceful resolution to the
conflict’®® Gerold Otten, a retired
Air Force colonel, signed the ap-
peal, stating that Kyiv lacks the ca-
pability for success, so Germany
should cease undermining its com-
bat readiness by assisting it'°. The
appeal also bore the signatures of
Rene Springer, a lecturer at a na-
val school who had completed a
lengthy tour of duty in Afghanistan,
and Dietmar Friedhoff, a lieutenant
colonel in the reserve who had visit-
ed annexed Crimea at the Kremlin's
expense™®,
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Another notable signatory of the
appeal was Jan Ralf Nolte, a sen-
ior boatswain (Oberbootsmann)
and member of the Bundestag De-
fense Committee, known for his
openly pro-Russian stance. He has
expressed this stance in interviews
and comments to the Russian “/z-
vestia”, which were then repub-
lished in the West through “RT”. In
his speeches, Nolte consistently ad-
vocates positions favourable to Rus-
sia, criticising the idea of providing
Ukraine with German weapons™,
asserting Russia’'s right to present
its perspective to a Western audi-
ence™, and insisting that the West's
interest lies solely in prolonging the
war in Ukraine to test its weapons in
combat conditions™. Nolte's father-
in-law is a Russian-German Ortho-
dox priest, and the mother-in-law is
ethnically Russian™. His wife, Katrin
Nolte, hosts the streaming version of
the right-wing conspiracy magazine
“Compact”, which is monitored by
the BfV. In her shows, she frequently
promotes information campaigns in
support of Russia™.

“Alternative for Germany” has a
chance of winning the parliamenta-
ry elections next year. Such an out-
come by the far-right party would
send an extremely surprising and
troubling signal about German sen-
timent, as sociologists observe that
the AfD attracts more voters than
the NSDAP did in the 1930 Reich-
stag elections®. Furthermore, it will
highly likely undermine™ Ukraine's
position in its fight against Russia
and embolden similar political forc-
es across Europe.

However, the threat posed by Alter-
native is not limited to extreme pop-
ulism or neo-Nazism. At the end of
2020, German counterintelligence
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services identified a significant
number of extremists within the
Bundeswehr Special Forces (KSK)
and the Military Counterintelligence
Service (MAD)"™. One of the radical
movements associated with these
security forces was the AfD youth
wing.

INn late 2020, German
counterintelligence services
identified a significant number
of extremists within the
Bundeswehr Special Forces (KSK)
and the Military Intelligence
Service (MAD)
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The potential emergence of a new
right-wing party led by H.-G. Maas-
sen and a separate left-wing politi-
cal project by S. Wagenknecht (the
“Sarah Wagenknecht Union”) may
appear as spoilers aimed at divert-
ing the AfD's electorate. However,
despite the ideological rivalry be-
tween the parties, their leaders’
views align when it comes to loyalty
to Russia and criticism of European
policies. The ongoing fierce con-
frontation and competition for the
electorate do not preclude the pos-
sibility of forming a unified coalition
under the new party configuration
of the Bundestag, thereby ampli-
fying their political influence. Such
developments are in Russia's inter-
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ests, prompting the Kremlin to have
concrete plans to unify the German
left and right into a single political
conglomerate with a strong an-
ti-war stance, effectively defended
through the Bundestag. Apart from
potentially bolstering its influence
in the German parliament, Russia
could harness anti-war sentiment
in Europe and weaken support for
Ukraine™.

A vote in the Bundestag in mid-Jan-
uary 2024 on a proposal for an ap-
peal from parliamentarians to
Chancellor Schulz demanding the
immediate transfer of Taurus cruise
missiles to Ukraine failed as it was
initiated by the opposition. This out-
come is not definitive, and the rul-
ing coalition might put forward an
alternative proposal. Nonetheless,
the apparent opportunistic nature
of the moment underscores that po-
litical considerations still take prec-
edence over security concerns in
Germany. The subject matter of the
vote is also telling: despite the lack
of consensus on cruise missiles, the
supply of German weapons to the
Ukrainian Armed Forces is steadily
gaining traction in a manner bene-
ficial to Ukraine. Thus, the efforts of
the pro-Russian parliamentary lob-
by and retired officers to halt such
supplies have proven unsuccessful.
Their initiatives for a peaceful set-
tlement increasingly exhibit signs of
coercion and are also irrelevant.
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GREECE

| n the bilateral declaration on
North Atlantic integration of
Ukraine (Sept. 21, 2023), the Hellen-
ic Republic agreed to provide politi-
cal and financial support to Ukraine
from NATO, as well as to further
supply individual unilateral military,
technical, and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine!. Earlier, Prime Minister of
Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis (Kupia-
Ko¢ Mntootdkng) assured that Athens
would support Ukraine in any case
and referred to Ukraine as a “source
of inspiration for all democratic citi-
zens of Europe™.

Conventionally, Greece, accusing
Russia of raising world prices and at-
tempting to destabilise Europe, has
transferred numerous arms of Sovi-
et production from its own arsenals
to Ukraine. However, military aid to
Ukraine is not very popular among
Greek citizens. In spring 2022, over
60% of Greeks opposed arms delivery
and placed equal responsibility for
the war on both Russia and Ukraine3.
61% of Greeks are convinced that
their country maintains strong cul-

------------------------------------------------

tural and historical ties with Russia,
but only 33% of them believe it to be
a strategic partner4.

The Kremlin is attempting to ful-
ly benefit from this ambiguity, ap-
pealing to both fundamental iden-
tities — ideological and religious.
“The leftists” are nostalgic for the
Soviet agenda, and “the rightists”
are guided by the spiritual close-
ness of Orthodox people. The tra-
ditional Greek belligerence allows
various political projects to gather
veterans and former representa-
tives of law enforcement agencies
in their ranks. Deep national grati-
tude for Russian support during the
liberation war against the Turks in
1821 has formed a peculiar Kremlin
cult in their consciousness. Thus,
in Spain, former military personnel
and employees of the army and in-
telligence services, either individu-
ally or united in various associations,
become the most active partici-
pants in events and campaigns that
serve the broad political interests of
the Russian state.

61% of Greeks are convinced that their country
mMaintains strong cultural and historical ties
with Russia, but only 33% of them believe it

to be a strategic partner
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PEEA-DSE

(FIR member)
rally in Athens,
demanding
the reparation
repayment
fromm Germany.
According to CIA,
FIR was a front-
organization
for the Soviet
intelligence
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“LEFTISTS"” IN GREECE:
FROM SOVIET SECRET
SERVICES TO MODERN
RUSSIA

In this context, the World Veterans
Federation (WVF) and the Inter-
national Federation of Resistance
Fighters (FIR) deserve special atten-
tion. In 2018, the WVF signed a mem-
orandum on partnership and coop-
eration with the propaganda media
holding “Veteran's News", which was
twice awarded by the Federation for
“veterans’ movement information
support®” in 2019% and 2023”. Thus,
Russia gained almost exclusive op-
portunities to influence the informa-
tion component of the world’s largest

KAl TO ANATKAETIKO AANEIO

N.EAA.E.A.-ALE.

\{

veterans' association, and the Russian
Union of Veterans was able to main-
tain close ties with similar organisa-
tions around the world.

Ontheanniversary of Russia’'s invasion
of Ukraine, in a joint statement, the
WVF and FIR effectively echoed the
main ideas of Kremlin propaganda
about NATO's proxy war against Rus-
sia, the danger of providing Ukraine
with Western weapons, and called
for an immediate ceasefire, without
mentioning respect for Ukraine's®
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The All Hellenic Union of National
Resistance Fighters and the Dem-
ocratic Army of Greece ([TEAEA-ASE,
hereafter - PEEA-DSE) is a member of

In a joint statement, the WVF and FIR effectively
echoed the main ideas of Kremlin propaganda
about NATO's proxy war against Russia, the danger
of providing Ukraine with Western weapons
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both federations. Its Secretary Gener-
al, Mitsea Panagiota (Mntoéa Mavayww-
ta), is a member of the FIR Executive
Committee, and First Vice President
Grigoris Touglidis (lpnydpnc TouyAidng)
was the FIR vice president until 2019.
In line with the Russian agenda re-
garding the veterans’ movement, the
assessments of World War Il and con-
temporary conflicts, PEEA-DSE takes

PEEA-DSE takes pro-Kremlin
stance —fascism is reviving

INn Europe, the war in Ukraine
Is of imperialist nature, Greece
should leave NATO and the EU

pro-Kremlin positions: fascism is reviv-
ing in Europe, the war in Ukraine is of
imperialist nature, Greece should leave
NATO and the EU, etc® These and sim-
ilar ideas are expressed by the chair-
man of the executive committee of
the Union, Giorgos Katimerdzis (Katn-
uept(nc Mwpyog), its vice president, Yan-
nis Zanganas (lidvvn¢ Zayyavdg), and
the president of the Central Adminis-
tration, Toula Mitsea (TovAa Mntoéa)™.

A burst of criticism from the Greek
government for what it perceives as
insufficient determination in repay-
ing the reparations for the German
occupation during WWII is an inter-
esting example of PEEA-DSE activi-
ties aimed at neutralising Ukrainian
initiatives to hold Russia account-
able for the unprovoked war". Cor-
responding statements appeared a
few days after the first speech of the
Ukrainian agent at the UN Interna-
tional Court of Justice with claims to
recover compensation from Russia™
center | OlMilar rhetoric is heard from the
Derense  Greek Association of Jailed and Ex-
REFORMS pelled Resistance Fighters (Juvéé-
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ouou Quiakiobévtwv E€opioBévtwv Avti-
otaciakwv - SQEA, hereafter — SFEA),
which is also a member of FIR. Its vice
president and veteran Spyros Hal-
vatzis (XaABatr{ric SmUpoc) expresses
his outrage at the “rehabilitation of
Nazi collaborators and executioners”
in Ukraine® and Kazakhstan™. Rus-
sian media frequently responds to his
cues, amplifying them in their own
publications to reinforce the “fascism
in Ukraine” narrative.

In organised rallies and demonstra-
tions,aswellasintheir statements,the
associations of veterans often oppose
NATO and Western militarism, form-
ing a unified coalition with commu-
nists and affiliated structures. While
PEEA-DSE and SFEA prefer political
manifestations, Communist Party of
Greece (CPG) functionaries attempt
to act more precisely. The CPG tries
to compensate for the lack of real
support from the regular army and
the somewhat mediocre character
of their affiliation with them (claims
about the massive participation of
soldiers, navy personnel, and officers
in communist rallies are impossible
to verify objectively) by advocating for
the rights of military servicemen™.

Regarding the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, the Communist Party of
Greece took a stance positioned
above the “fight” while attempting
to extract maximum political divi-
dends from it. From March 2022, the
communist party carried out a series
of anti-war rallies in Athens, Thessa-
loniki, and other major cities of the
country. During these rallies, it la-
belled the war as imperialistic, accus-
ing both Russia and the West, repre-
sented by the EU and the USA, for its
outbreak, and characterised Ukraine
as a field of confrontation between
these players™. In August 2023, the
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Secretary-General of CPG Dimitris
Koutsoumpas (Anuritong Koutocooumag)
referred to the national government’s
plans to sign an agreement on secu-
rity guarantees for Ukraine as “an at-
tempt to drag Greece into the war on
the side of the Ukrainian reactionary
government”,

INn their events such as rallies
and demonstrations, as well

as in their statements,

the associations of veterans
often oppose NATO and Western
militarism, forming a unified
coalition with communists

and affiliated structures

By promoting the narrative of the
need to close NATO military bases on
GCreek territory, end “NATO interven-
tions around the world”, oppose the
transformation of Greece into a US
puppet, to condemn “nationalist and
fascist forces in Ukraine” and sanc-
tions against Russia, which “Greek
farmers and workers pay for”, and by
emphasising the fraternal kinship of
the Ukrainian and Russian peoples,
some Greek communists are fully
aligned with the Kremlin.

Beyond its own statements, initiatives,
and events, the Communist Party of
Greece relies to the services of numer-
ous affiliated structures. One of those
is the “All-Workers’ Combat Front”
(Mavepyatiké Aywviotiké Métwrmo [1.A.ME,
hereafter - PAME), a trade union with-
out legal entity status, but with mem-
bership in the World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU). PAME has its
own opinions on the state of the oppo-
center | SitioninUkraineandthewar unleashed
Derense by Russia®™ The communist interpreta-
REFORMS tion of the Russian army’s invasion, as
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an expected result of the competition
between monopoly groups (US/NATO,
EU, Russia) for influence in the region
absolves the Kremlin of responsibility
for their unprovoked aggression and
blurs Ukraine's status as a victim, arti-
ficially extending it to “the entire world
working class'®.

PAME's stance onthe warin Ukraine s
a symbiosis between the assessments
of the Commmunist Party of Greece and
the World Federation of Trade Unions
(WFTU). The latter has been labelling
Ukraine a “totalitarian fascist state?°
since 2014. Its attitude towards the
Russian invasion is symmetrical: “The
Russian attack must stop, NATO must
be dissolved”, “Ukraine is a puppet of
the US and NATO"2,

If PAME exploits the name “combat
front” to emphasise belligerence in
advocating for the rights of workers,
then the All Hellenic Association of
Greek Militaries (MaveAAjviouv Swuarei-
ou EAMjvwy Stpatiwtikwy - MNA.L.E.X, here-
after referred to as PASES) genuinely
represents the interests of soldiers
and officers, as stated in its statute?.
Its ties with the communists, howev-
er, are purely nominal and have the
character of sporadic information co-
operation aimed at drawing attention
to current issues of social or financial
support for the army. Besides, the
Association president, Chariton Har-
itidis (Xapitwv Xapitidng), and vice pres-
ident, Aristides Kasidopoulos (Aptotei-
én¢ Kaoiddémoudog), often criticise the
Armed Forces for refusing to address
soldiers’ complaints but refrain from
discussing political issues®.

Instead, the CPG Central Committee
Department for the Armed and Security
Forces often refers to PASES to empha-
sise its disagreement with the current
state of affairs in the army due to the
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excessive presence of foreign influence.
The spokesperson for the Communists
in this case is Athanasios Paphilis (A6a-
vdoioc Mapiing), who is a member of the
Central Committee, a Member of the
Greek Parliament, and the Secretary
General of the World Peace Council
(WPCQC). Affiliated with him is the Greek
Committee for International Détente

The Greek Committee

for International Détente

and Peace (EEDYE) affiliated
with the WPC, promotes

an anti-European agenda

and exerts influence aimed

at preventing Ukraine's accession
to NATO, discrediting both sides
of this integration process
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and Peace (EMnvikn) Emtponn yia ™ Ar-
€6vn Yoeon kai Eiprivn - EEAYE), which is
also a member of WPC, promotes an-
ti-European agenda and exerts influ-
ence directed on preventing Ukraine
from joining NATO, by discrediting both
sides of the process?. The WPC Execu-
tive Secretary is another representative
of Greece and EEAYE - Iraklis Tsavdaridis
(HpakAr¢ ToaBdapidng).

The World Peace Council was founded
in 1949 as an “anti-imperialist demo-
cratic non-aligned movement” under
the joint control of the International
Department of the Soviet Union Com-
munist Party Central Committee and
the KGB (according to the US CIA).
In this context, its activities were de-
signed to fulfil two main functions: to
influence public opinion and govern-
ment policies in non-communist coun-
tries in favour of the Soviet agenda and
to provide covert logistical support to
Soviet-backed terrorist groups?.
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In 2014, the WPC issued an official
statement on the tragedy in Odesa’s
Trade Union Headhunters, in which
it reproduced the narrative of Rus-
sian propaganda: the Ukrainian gov-
ernment is illegitimate, as it “came
to power as a result of a coup d'état
organised by the imperialism of the
United States and the European Un-
jon”; the puppet regime condones
neo-Nazism, and the country is in a
state of civil war?s,

There is no official reaction from
the WPC to the Russian invasion of
2022. Instead, in an interview with
the left-wing Turkish newspaper Sol,
Tsavdaridis, in effect, blamed the war
on the United States, the EU, and
NATO. In his opinion, the Alliance has
been “steadily expanding since 1991
and using the war in Ukraine to fur-
ther encircle the Russian Federation
militarily”, and therefore, will contin-
ue the war. He asserts that the United
States and the European Union pose
a threat to global security through
their actions?’.

The convergence of perspectives re-
garding Russia's invasion of Ukraine
among Greek veterans' organisa-
tions, fighters' associations, (anti-)
militarists, trade unions, and com-
munist initiatives can be attributed
to the Kremlin's established practice
of leveraging anti-imperialist rhetoric
to sway public opinion across Europe
and globally. Furthermore, the sub-
stantial individual impact of retired
officers who formerly held esteemed
positions within the military or gov-
ernment agencies holds equal im-
portance. Their direct affiliation with
the military of a NATO member trans-
forms their commentary on the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war into a remarkable
source of information and a potent
tool for Russian influence.
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THE GREEK-RUSSIAN
ASSOCIATION AND
THE HELLENIC CLUB
OF FRIENDS OF
CRIMEA, CHAIRED BY
LIEUTENANT GENERAL
CHRISTOU

The first person in this list worth
mentioning is the retired Lieutenant
General of the Greek Air Force, Pav-
los Christou?® (Mavlo¢ Xpriotou). At
various times, he served as a nation-
al representative to the OSCE, NATO,
EU, UN, Eurocontrol, the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and
the European Defense Agency (EDA).
Against this background, his status as

------------------------------------------------

Secretary General of the Greek-Rus-
sian Association and President of the
“Hellenic Club of Friends of Crimea”
may seem like a “downgrade”. Russian

propaganda, however, significantly
promotes these kinds of associations
among politicians, officials, cultural
figures, and entrepreneurs in various
European countries. Such associations
exist in various forms in almost every
EU member state, so being a leader
of one at the top of the chain makes
his influence of special importance.
Considering that the initiative to es-
tablish the Club in 2019 was support-
ed by the Greek national hero Manolis
Glezos (Mavwing Méfoc — who, in 1940,
along with his comrade, tore down
the fascist flag from the Acropolis),

Lieutenant General Pavlos Christou is a Secretary
GCeneral of the Greek-Russian Association
and the President of the Greek Association

“Friends of Crimea”
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who referred to fighters for improv-
ing relations with Russia as “soldiers of
peace”, the influence of such a struc-
ture should not be underestimated?®.

Christou systematically positioned
himself as a friend of Russia even be-
fore the full-scale invasion. In 2018, at
an event organised by the Russian
Cultural and Scientific Center in Ath-
ens entitled “Russia as a Force for
Peace”, he spoke about the realistic

In 2019, Christou visited occupied
Crimea, and a year earlier,

he advocated that all Russian
trade with the United States

and Europe should be conducted
through the peninsula

to lift anti-Russian sanctions
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achievability of a strategic alliance
with Russia®®. In 2019, he visited oc-
cupied Crimea, and a year earlier, he
advocated that all Russian trade with
the United States and Europe should
be conducted through the peninsula
to lift anti-Russian sanctions®.

Nevertheless, Christou’s media pres-
ence peaked in mid-May 2023 when he
made a number of openly pro-Kremlin
statements: he called on the West to
stop supporting Ukraine, referred to
Ukrainians and Russians as brotherly
nations, and labelled the imposition of
sanctions against Russia as a strategic
mistake that did not align with Greek
national interests. He accused both
Russia and Ukraine of violating the
rules and customs of war by “moving
combat operations to cities"2. In this
way, Christou appears to be manipulat-
ing views in the spirit of Russian prop-
aganda, which consistently portrays
Ukraine as the culprit of civilian casu-
alties following the Russian invasion
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since 2014, even though these occurred
due to indiscriminate attacks by the
Russian army and the use of civilians as
human shields by the occupiers.

Generalising his personal sympathies
to the sentiments of all his compa-
triots, Christou promotes a typically
Kremlin-like mishmash of historical
facts and manipulations. A striking ex-
ample comes from his interview with a
Russian media outlet: “Russia has his-
torically helped Europe for a long time,
in all wars. We fought Nazism togeth-
er. Russia and Greece had the largest
casualties in World War Il in terms of
population. We are Orthodox. We are
closely connected. In Crimeaq, Greeks
fought on the side of Crimeans... Peo-
ple in Greece are for the Russian peo-
ple, and... Russian citizens love Greece.
Both Russia and Greece have large
communities of compatriots”s,

At the same time, he attempts to
whitewash the aggressor’s reputation
as much as possible. In particular, he
justifies his criticism of the shipment
of Greek BMP-1s by citing the deterio-
ration of Greece's defense capabilities
(whileignoring their replacement with
newer and more technically advanced
German Marder BMPs) and the stimu-
lation of escalation®4. Supposedly, the
introduction of new weapons into the
Ukrainian Armed Forces will compel
Russia to use weapons it has not yet
employed because it “did not want to
destroy Ukraine”.

As the vice president of the non-par-
liamentary party EMPROS (*Ahead!”),
Christou led the national list of can-
didates for the coalition “Alliance of
Changes” in the parliamentary elec-
tions in spring 2023. However, the coali-
tion lost, but the changeability of politi-
cal moods and partisan preferences can
bring radical changes to parliamentary
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Former Minister
of National
Defense of Greece
Panos Kammenos
and the current
Minister

of Defense

of the Russian
Federation
Sergey Shoigu
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landscapes in Europe (Slovakia and the
Netherlands are clear examples). For
these reasons, Pavlos Christou is a val-
uable resource for the Kremlin, whose
further use in exerting influence aligned
with the interests of the Russian Feder-
ation's government is a matter of time
and a favourable occasion.

EX-MINISTER OF NATIONAL
DEFENSE KAMMENOS:
TIES TO RUSSIAN SECRET
SERVICES AND RUSSIAN
OLIGARCHS

Another major supporter of Russia’s
annexation of Crimea is Panos Kam-
menos (1dvo¢ Kauuévog), former Minis-
ter of National Defense in the Tsipras
government (2015-2019), and leader

of the right-wing populist party “Inde-
pendent Greeks”. In an interview with
Russian propagandists, he justified
this international crime by claiming
to save the Greek population of the
[Crimean] peninsula from “attacks by
the fascist government of Ukraine™®.
To justify his optimistic outlook on
Russia, he employs the same argu-
ments as Christou: strong ties be-
tween nations, Orthodox values, and
a shared historical struggle against
fascism.

In addition to numerous corruption
scandals, one of the reasons for his
resignation was the contradictions
with the prime minister over the
agreement on changing the name of
North Macedonia®¢. The resolution of
the long-running dispute could ena-

Another major supporter of Russia's annexation
of Crimea is the former Minister of National
Defense in the Tsipras government (2015-2019)
and leader of the right-wing party of populists,

Panos Kammenos
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ble Skopje to proceed with its Europe-
an integration, which Moscow tried to
hinder. While direct evidence is lack-
ing, the assumption that Kammenos
was involved in Russian attempts to
sabotage the negotiation process is
quite reasonable.

Given the suspicions of his involvement
in the “Russia-gate”” — Russian interfer-
ence in the US presidential election in

Since 2015, the “Hellas Net”
television network, founded

by Panos Kammenos' friend

and business partner Yannis
Karagiorgis, a subsidiary

of Malofeev's “Tsargrad TV,

has been broadcasting in Greece
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2016, American journalists considered
Kammenos a “Putin ally”. Through his
contacts with Russian oligarchs and
Donald Trump's adviser, George Papa-
dopoulos, he could act as an interme-
diary. At the same time, his Russian
ties to persons of interest are quite di-
versified: his proximity to Putin raises
objective doubts, but he can surely be
considered a confidant of the Kremlin's
“Orthodox oligarch” Malofeev and the
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service®.

Despite Konstantin Malofeev's deni-
als of his ties to Kammenos, the two
had contacts before the annexation
of Crimea and Russian aggression at
Donbas®. Additionally, their business
interests overlap at least partially in
the telecommunications sector. Since
2015, the “Hellas Net"” television net-
work, founded by Kammenos' friend
and business partner Yannis Kara-
giorgis and a subsidiary of Malofeev's
“Tsargrad TV" network, has been
broadcasting in Greece4%4,
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The “Tsargrad TV" structural frame-
work reveals Kammenos' connec-
tions with other individuals who have
served Putin’'s regime to promote its
influence in Europe. In particular, the
former director of the American TV
channel “Fox News"”, John “Jack” Han-
ick, who from 2014 to 2017 held posi-
tions as a producer, chairman of the
board, and advisor to the producer of
Tsargrad. His arrest in 2022 in London
and trial in New York (the first-ever
criminal charge for violating US sanc-
tions related to Russia’'s undermining
of democratic processes and institu-
tions in Ukraine in 2014, in connection
with Malofeev's assistance in launch-
ing TV channels in Russia, Bulgaria,
and Greece*?) prompted a sarcastic
post from Kammenos on the social
network X. However, this reaction
only confirmed the suspicion of links
between Kammenos, Hanick, and the
Kremlin regime*.

In January 2017, Leonid Reshetnikov,
a retired lieutenant general of the
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service,
assumed the position of chairman of
the supervisory board of the Russian
TV network. Reshetnikov previously
served as Russia’s diplomatic officer
in Greece in the early 2000s and had
led the Russian Institute for Strate-
gic Studies (RISS) since 2009. While
formally performing the functions of
a think tank under the Russian pres-
idential administration, the Institute
has been an important tool of the de
facto intelligence apparatus of the
Russian Federation.

In 2014, the National Reconstruction
Institute for Geopolitical Studies (/v-
otitouto [ewmoAitikwv MeAetwv “EOBvikn
Avadnuioupyia”), affiliated with Kam-
menos, signed a memorandum of co-
operation with RISS*4. Following this
signing, Kammenos began advocat-
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ing for lifting anti-Russian sanctions
and restoring normal relations with
Russia“®. In May 2016, he publicly an-
nounced his intention to conclude an
agreement with Russia on the pro-
duction of Kalashnikov assault rifles
in Greece as soon as the European
Union lifted the trade embargo with
Russia“t. Kammenos was also the

The structural framework

of “Tsargrad TV" stipulates
Kammenos' connections with the
former director of the American TV
channel “Fox News"” John “Jack”
Hanick, who from 2014 to 2017
subsequently held positions

as a producer, chairman

of the board, and advisor

to the producer of Tsargrad

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

only Western politician to attend the
Fourth International Security Confer-
ence in Moscow in April 201647,

In February 2016, the Institute's pres-
ident, former Greek Deputy Interior
Minister Philip Tsalidis (ToaAidbn¢ Oi-
Mirtriog), together with Kammenos, ac-
cused Turkey of involvement in financ-
ing ISIS*8. Given the deterioration in
Russian-Turkish relations following the
downing of a fighter jet a few months
earlier, such a disinformation attack
(since no one has confirmed the va-
lidity of these accusations) cannot be
considered coincidental or impartial.

Creek experts indicate the similar-
ity of Kammenos' and Reshetnikov
views on relations between the state
and the church - both are aggressive
propagandists of the Orthodox cler-
gy“. At the same time, the reason for
the Greek ex-minister’s fanatical devo-
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tion is believed to be the dependence
of his political position on the com-
mitment of religious voters, who con-
stitute the backbone of his electorate.

Nevertheless, as early as 2019, when
presenting at the scientific confer-
ence “Geopolitical Developments in
the Vital Area of the Eastern Medi-
terranean and Their Interaction with
the International Environment”, Kam-
menos sharply criticised the Greek
Church bishops for recognising the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine®¢. Ac-
cording to Kammenos, such a step
would undermine the alliance with
Russia and lead to the Turkish occu-
pation of some Greek islands. The ob-
vious lack of logic in these arguments
emphasises their manipulative com-
ponent. In this way, Russia was trying
to reinforce the large-scale informa-
tion campaign conducted at the time
to prevent the formation of the local
Ukrainian church, attempting to in-
still a rejection of the very idea of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church among
the higher clergy of local churches.

Another aspect of Kammenos's con-
nections with the Russian Federation,
involved his attempts to secure the
support of Russian oligarch MP Ivan
Sawvidi within the Greek government
and parliament®. The fact that Kam-
menos attended the wedding of Sav-
vidi's son in Thessaloniki in June 2016
demonstrates the strength of their
bond*2. In 2017, Sawidi became the
owner of the Greek free TV channel E
(Epsilonty, renamed to “Open TV" in
2018), and his initial appearance on the
stage of this investment was accom-
panied by Minister Kammenos, which
seemed as an outright provocation®,

Overall, the former member of Tsip-
ras's government (as well as the
prime minister himself) has repeat-
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edly publicly thanked Sawvvidis for his
investments in the Greek economy,
which included port infrastructure,
media, and manufacturing. At the
same time, Kammenos actively sup-
ported the Russian businessman, lob-
bying for changes to legislation that
would have allowed the SEKAP tobac-
co factory (bought by Savvidis in 2013
and sold in 2018) to avoid paying fines
of 38 million euros for tobacco smug-
gling®. In September 2018, Kam-
menos received a club shirt with the
number “12" from the management
of the Greek Football Club PAOK, also
owned by Sawvidis, despite the out-
rage of the team supporters, who ex-
pected respect for the sporting tradi-
tion of counting fans as the “twelfth
player”s. In return, Kammenos sent
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a letter of consent, signed by himself,
to vote in parliament for allocating a
plot of state land for PAOK's new sta-
dium>3é. Eventually, the team’s ultras
became an additional factor of dest-
abilisation during Greece's negotia-
tions with North Macedonia®’.

Nevertheless, since the beginning
of the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
Kammenos has not been very active.
In April 2022, on a social network, he
posted a photo of himself wearing
a baseball cap with the inscription
“USSR 1922-1991" and the comment
“You lived together for many years,
like family.. Peace™®. In June 2022,
he called the EU's embargo on Rus-
sian oil insane, arguing that it would
harm everyone in the European Un-

INn 2014, the Institute for Geopolitical Studies
*National Reconstruction®, affiliated with
Kammenos, signed a memorandum of
cooperation with the Russian Institute of Strategic
Studies, which is connected to the Foreign
Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation
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The former First
Deputy Minister of
Defense of Greece
Kostas Isichos

(in the middle),
who was acting
as an “observer”
in the so-called
“elections” in the
“Donetsk People’s
Republic”. On the
right - Member
of the European
Parliament from
France Thierry
Mariani, on the
left — the leader

of the Iltalian
“Youth Party”
Julian Rochedi
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ion® instead of hitting Russia. A year
later, he emphasised the importance
of normal relations with Russia, citing
the example of the fires in Greece,
and claimed that extinguishing them
would be impossible without Russian
Be-200 Altair amphibious aircraft®°.
Seizing the opportunity, the Russian
media openly savoured his call to
“bow the head and ask for help”®'.

Judging by reports from Greek media
and Kammenos' own posts on social
networks, he is currently preoccupied
with complaints®? against the Nation-
al Police regarding state protection
and engaging in political squabbles®
within SYRIZA. Considering the scan-
dalous style of behaviour he has cho-
sen, we can assume that he harbours
ambitions to continue his political ca-
reer. Therefore, any resonant topics,
including Russia's war against Ukraine
and Greece's position relevant to this
context, will likely be exploited by him
to bolster his political prospects.

Pavlos Christou and Panos Kammenos
are the main actors exerting influence

17

in the interests of the Russian gov-
ernment in Greece, but there is a fun-
damental difference between them.
Christou lacks political experience, so
he relies primarily on his military career
and rank, which explains the certain
straightforwardness of his actions. In-
stead, Kammenos's activity is charac-
terised by an adventurous and inventive
approach. Undoubtedly, the Kremlin
will try to use both of them when the
opportunity arises, but the figure of the
former defense minister appears more
dangerous. The threat will increase as
Kammenos' career develops.

“ROSSOTRUDNICHESTVO”
IN GREECE: RETIRED
OFFICERS AND
ACADEMICS

The creation of the aforementioned
“Hellenic Club of Friends of Crimea” was
a continuation of the Kremlin's course
to legitimise the occupation of Crimea.
In 2017, the first forum of the Associa-
tion of Friends of Crimea, a “govern-
mental NGO” created by Moscow, took
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place®s. The deputy of its chairman (Slo-
vak dissident and Prime Minister of the
Slovak government in 1991-1992, Jan
Carnogursky) is the former First Depu-
ty Minister of Defense of Greece (2015),
Kostas Isichos (Kwotag Houyog).

After his resignation, he joined the
creation of the left-wing radical party
“People’s Unity” (Aaikrj Evétnta — LAE),
which existed from 2015 to 2019. It was
on behalf of this party that Isichos ille-
gally visited the temporarily occupied
Crimea in 2015 and 2016 and played
the role of an independent observ-
er in the illegitimate elections of the
“head” and “deputies” of the so-called
“Donetsk People’'s Republic” (DPR)
in November 2018%. Given that the
international community does not
recognise the elections organised by
Russia in the temporarily occupied
territories of Ukraine and does not
send its representatives to monitor
them, Isichos had an obvious impact
on the legitimisation of Russian prox-
ies in Donbas and created a false im-
pression that Western governments
support state-building processes in
these entities. Additionally, he was in-
volved in the provocations in Odesa in
May 2014, physically being in the city
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and claiming that the Ukrainian au-
thorities had lost control over it®.

Through his speeches at meetings of
the Joint Russian-Greek Commission
on Economic, Industrial,and Technical
Cooperation, as well as by participat-
ing in communication events organ-
ised undertheauspicesof “Rossotrud-
nichestvo” (“PoccotpyaHundecTtso”) by
the Greek-Russian Club “Dialogue”
(Mpeko-poccuvickmi kny6 “Aduanor”)
Isichos exerts a favourable influence
for the Kremlin in discrediting the
EU’s internal policies and approaches.
He advocates for Russia as a peace-
maker®” while spreading disinfor-
mation about the European Union's
alleged deliberate “reproduction of
neo-fascist formations”ss.

The professional activities of military
analysts and scholars, conducted in fa-
vour of the Kremlin, dominate in terms
of quality and format. Konstantinos
Grivas (Kwvotavtivoc lpiBac), a Professor
of Geopolitics at the Military Academy
“Evelpidon” (Hellenic Military Acade-
my — Ztpaniwtikn XxoAn EveAmidwv), uti-
lises participation in Russian media
as a means to exert influence benefi-
cial to the Kremlin. The primary aim
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of his speeches is to depict the supply
of Greek weapons and military equip-
ment to Ukraine as provoking threats
to Greece itself®®. He criticises the
Greek defense strategy, asserting that
Russia “does not truly pose a military
or geopolitical threat”, unlike Turkey™.

In 2018, Grivas, along with Pavlos

Since 2015, Greece has

assumed an informal status

as the ‘Trojan horse of Russia

in the EU. This analogy gained
traction due to the Kremlin-loyal
policy of the ruling Coalition

of the Radical Left and

the activism of former military
personnel and associated
political forces
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Christou, participated in the event
titled “Russia as a Force for Peace”,
during which he discussed the pro-
liferation of Russophobe attitudes in
the West, the resurgence of Nazism in
Europe, and advocated for ceasing to
view Russia as an enemy. He argued
that Russia “acts as a peaceful force,
attributing its actions solely to an at-
tempt to halt chaos instigated by the
United States™.

In 2017, he referred to the Ukrainian
authorities as “descendants of the
Waffen-SS, who are pretending to
represent European liberal democ-
racy’2. Similarly, in June 2020, he
enthusiastically praised Vladimir Pu-
tin's pseudo-historical and revisionist
article “75 Years of the Great Victory:
Shared Responsibility to History and
the Future”. As a military academy
professor, he plays a significant role in
promoting Russian influence within
the defense sector.
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At least one graduate of Evelpidon, a
retired Greek army colonel, member
of the Hellenic Institute for Strate-
gic Studies (ELISME), and columnist
for Western and Greek publications,
Panayiotis Nastos ([Tavayiwtne Na-
otog), is utilised by the Russians to
showcase the effectiveness of their
own vision of the global agenda.

In 2021, they cited his article on the
Syrian war as a potential stage for a
new Russian-Turkish conflict’, high-
lighting Russia's unwillingness to
step down. In 2023, Nastos contin-
ued to focus on the Greek-Turkish
confrontation primarily. However, in
July” and August’, he published ma-
terials openly endorsing pro-Russian
viewpoints. These included argu-
ments about “the inefficacy of West-
ern weapons against a determined
enemy’s improvisation”, “the failure
of the Ukrainian offensive”, “hun-
dreds of thousands of new casualties
in the Ukrainian Army”, and predic-
tions of “Ukraine’s imminent defeat”.
Similarly, at the beginning of 2024,
he questioned statements from the
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine and
the General Staff of the Armed Forc-
es of Ukraine regarding the downing
of Russian hypersonic missiles by
Patriot systems (presumably refer-
ring to the Kh-47 Kinzhal). He em-
ployed the term “Kyiv regime” with-
out quotation marks, aligning with
the Kremlin's rhetoric”. The outright
loyalty evident in Nastos' articles can-
not solely be attributed to his con-
nections with Russian politicians or
institutions. Rather, his professional
activities enable him to directly dis-
credit Western support for Ukraine
and question the effectiveness of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine in utilising
the provided weapons. Additionally,
he contributes to developing poten-
tial conflicts in Greek-Turkish rela-
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tions, juxtaposing this with portray-
ing a strong and friendly Russia as a
counterbalance.

In a similar vein, Russian media re-
sources exploit the expertise of Stav-
ros Atlamazoglou (Ztavpou AtAaudlo-
YAou), a veteran of the 575th Marine
Battalion. In October 2023, in an ar-
ticle for the American publication
“19Fortyfive”, he praised the Russian
defense at the front’. Additionally,
he complimented Russian develop-
ments in the field of radio-electronic
warfare and radio-electronic recon-
naissance, as well as their application
on the battlefield™. In 2021, the Rus-
sians disseminated his article about
the scenario of a NATO war against
Russia, in which the Alliance can only
rely on the speed of decision-making
and its own manoeuvreste,

Since at least 2015, Greece has been
unofficially labelled as Russia's Tro-
jan horse in the EU. The validity of this
comparison was confirmed by the
Kremlin-loyal policy of the ruling Co-
alition of Radical Left and the activi-
ties of former military personnel and
political forces associated with them.
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Despite Greece being on the list of
states that, according to the Russian
authorities, “carry out unfriendly ac-
tions against Russian companies and
citizens” since July 2022 due to its
support for Ukraine, the Kremlin has
not ceased its efforts to increase its
influence in the country. Greek com-
munists and their affiliated trade un-
ions traditionally exploit the theme of
class inequality, portraying Ukraine
as a “puppet of the imperialists”. Hel-
lenic veterans' organisations and rel-
evant international structures led
by Greeks, under the guise of peace
and non-alignment, propagate the
Kremlin's narrative about “Nazis" in
Ukraine, discredit the EU and NATO,
and in practice, support Russia’s his-
torical falsifications and Putin’s fic-
tional image of a peacemaker. In ad-
dition to organised influence, there is
also personal influence, with agents
advocating for the lifting of sanctions
against Russia, the cessation of West-
ern arms supplies to Ukraine, pres-
suring Ukraine to peace [surrender],
or spreading the Kremlin’s version of
events, in which Russia is portrayed as
the victim, the West as the aggressor,
and Ukraine as its accomplice.
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THE CZECH REPUBLIC

| he Czech Republic’s response
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
was just as pleasantly surprising in
terms of direction and pace as lta-
ly's. Milo§ Zeman, one of the most
pro-Russian Western politicians' for
almost two full terms in office, re-
sponded to the full-scale war with
the historical parallel of “a fight for
Prague near Kyiv2 In November
2023, he labelled his friendly relations
with Putin as his biggest failure3.

The Czech Republic has provided ref-
uge for over 400,000 Ukrainian refu-
gees* Prague has already delivered
weapons worth almost €2.3 billion to
Ukraine (and has contracts for near-
ly €3 billion more®), including more
T-72 tanks than it has in its own armys.
The Czech public initiative “Gift to Pu-
tin” (“Darek pro Putina”) raised funds
for 15 mobile complexes “Viktor”,
MLRS “Vampire”, a T-72 tank “Tomas”,
10 tonnes of explosives for the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs special unit
“KORD" and initiated a fundraiser for
the American multi-purpose tactical
helicopter UH-60 “Black Hawk'”.

In August 2023, President Petr Pav-
el officially permitted 14 Czechs to
join the Armed Forces of Ukraine in
fighting against Russia (though the
actual number is close to 150)8. This
authorisation from the country's
top leadership not only exempts the
soldiers from criminal liability upon
their return home but also serves
as an advocacy tool at the interna-
tional level. In early 2024, Petr Pav-
el assured that support for Ukraine
would continue, emphasising that
the Czech Republic is “protecting its
own security*. However, he acknowl-
edged that some Czech politicians
and segments of society do not wel-
come such a stand.

The Russian media characterised
Pavel's victory in the January 2023
presidential election as the begin-
ning of a five-year period of “mili-
tant Russophobia and unrestrained
arming of Ukraine”, portraying the
Czech Republic’s attempt to posi-
tion itself at the forefront of EU and
NATO processes®. Concurrently,
they depicted Pavel as a lacklustre

In early 2024, Petr Pavel assured that support
for Ukraine would continue, as the Czech
Republic is “protecting its own security”
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politician unlikely to make a mark
on the international stage. Given
these conflicting assessments, it is
highly probable that Russia will seek
to exploit any internal disagree-
ments within the Czech Republic. In
this context, retired General Pavel,

The pro-European president,
Ceneral Petr Pavel, finds himself
at odds with retired officers

with diametrically opposed
geopolitical orientations

who is pro-European, finds himself
at odds with some former officers
holding diametrically opposed geo-
political orientations.

MAJOR GENERAL

HYNEK BLASKO ALLIES
WITH THE RUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT’S AGENDA

For instance, Major General Hy-
nek Blasko, a member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament from the Czech
right-wing populist party Freedom
and Direct Democracy (SPD), is
staunchly against military aid to
Ukraine. Blasko has a track record
of defending Russian interests, in-
cluding justifying Russia’'s actions
in cases like the Skripal poisoning,
the downing of flight MH17, and the
activities of the Night Wolves. He
regularly criticises NATO" and the
European Union, and in May 2022,
he addressed protesters in Prague,
urging the government to “stop
sending weapons to Ukraine“?
Blasko has also accused NATO and
the EU of provoking the conflict in
center  Ukraine and accused Czech me-
Derense  dia of spreading false information
REFORMS about the war®,
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Furthermore, Major General Blasko
has consistently aligned himself with
the Russian position in response to
evolving circumstances. He has op-
posed anti-Russian sanctions!, re-
sisted the establishment of a special
tribunal to investigate Russian war
crimes'®, and voted against recognis-
ing Russia as a state sponsor of terror-
ism™. In June 2023, Blasko convened
a meeting with Czech retired tourists
in the European Parliament building,
during which he reiterated ideas ech-
oing Kremlin narratives against Czech
EU membership and support for
Ukraine. He said, “The tragedy of the
European Union will deepen as its
states continue to engage in ‘Ukrain-
ian affairs’. According to the Czech
media outlet Forum?24, Blasko spon-
sored this trip using special funds
from the European Parliament.

Major General Blasko has been in-
volved in events at the Olsanske hrb-
itovy cemetery® in Prague on at least
two occasions alongside the nation-
alist Russian biker organisation Night
Wolves. These events were dedicated
to commemorating Soviet soldiers
killed in World War Il. In 2018, he held
a flag bearing the signatures of an-
ti-NATO soldiers'™, and in May 2019, he
distributed his own propaganda ma-
terials there?°,

A seat in the EU legislature being a
promising political tool, Blasko sees
running for the European Parliament
again in 2024. He aims to lead the di-
verse Alliance for the Independence
of the Czech Republic coalition (Ali-
ance za nezdvislost CR), which in-
cludes national conservatives, Euro-
sceptics, and ultranationalists united
by the idea of the Czech Republic’'s
withdrawal from the EU and NATO,
as well as extremist, pro-Russian, and
conspiratorial views?.



General and MEP
Hynek Blasko
at the OlSanské

with Russian
“Night Wolves”

RETIRED OFFICERS
AND EXTREMIST
ACTIVITIES OF CZECH
PARAMILITARY GROUPS

The activities of the paramilitary as-
sociation “Czechoslovakian Soldiers
in Reserve for Peace” (Ceskoslovensti
vojdci v zdloze za mir) are particularly
noteworthy in promoting this vision.
This group, led by Colonel Ondrej
Hréiak and Lieutenant Colonel of the
Medical Forces Marek Obrtel, a for-
mer head of the 11th Field Hospital in
Afghanistan, exhibits loyalty to Russia
along with a willingness to use weap-
ons?%,

Despite presenting itself as an as-
sociation of former military person-
nel, it operates as a xenophobic ex-
tremist group that is also anti-NATO.
Distrustful of the EU and NATO, its
members have been preparing for
guerrilla warfare and terrorist attacks
against their own liberal-minded
population?, anticipating an attack
on the Czech Republic?4. Established
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in 2015 for military reenactments
and thematic seminars, the associa-
tion openly declares its motto: “Our
enemies are not Russian soldiers,
but our politicians!” (Nasi neprdtelée
nejsou rusti vojaci, ale nasi politici)?.
However, several members of the
organisation were arrested in April
2021 for supporting the Russian Fed-
eration and having links to the “DPR”
terrorist group?s.

Among those arrested was reserve
Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kratochvil,
who took over the group’s leadership
in 2016 after Obrtel's demarche (see
details below). He personally visited
the Russian-occupied territories of
Ukraine?’, where he had contact with
Russian secret services?®. Prior to that,
Kratochvil had repeatedly demon-
strated his allegiance to Russia and
employed anti-American rhetoric. In
2016, in an interview with the Czech
office of the Russian news agency
Sputnik, he criticised the govern-
ment's consent to the use of Czech
airspace by US Global Hawk recon-
naissance drones?, citing threats to



Militants of the
Czechoslovakian
Soldiers in
Reserve for Peace,
Pavel Botka

(left) and Milos
Uretsky (right),
participants of
the ‘DNR’ terrorist

group
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air traffic and human life. He also ex-
pressed suspicions that the United
States was preparing for military op-
erations in the Czech Republic. Kra-
tochvil also showed bias in his assess-
ment of the Czechs’ commitment to
celebrating Czech Independence

Day on 28 October, viewing it as evi-
dence of the preparation of a “Czech
Maidan” organised by “American im-
perialists™e,

Another suspect in the prosecution
was former professional military of-
ficer Milos Ourecky. With the assis-
tance of Czech pro-Russian separa-
tist militant Jifi Urbanek, Kratochvil
arranged for him to join the 1st Air
Assault Brigade of the so-called
‘DPR’ to gain skills in handling ex-
plosives and weapons®. Later, this
experience was to be shared among
the association’s members and sym-
pathisers. Pavel “Kavkaz" Botka, an-
other Czech mercenary fighting for

------------------------------------------------

the ‘DPR™?, was engaged in similar
activities.

Nevertheless, the prosecutor’s office
returned the case to the police for
further investigation, and all the de-
fendants were released33. Obviously,
in the future, the Czechoslovakian
Soldiers in Reserve for Peace will be
the focus of attention of Czech law
enforcement agencies, which may
indirectly contribute to their grow-
ing popularity among radicals, mili-
tarists, and supporters of closer ties
with Russia. Ties with the far-right
National Democracy party (Ndrodni
demokracie), led by the anti-Semite
Adam Bartos, even open up certain
political prospects for the Kratochvil/
Obrtel groups3?4.

In 2014, the organisation's founder,
Marek Obrtel, defiantly refused the
awards received during his service
in NATO missions in Kosovo, stat-
ing this in an open letter to the then
Czech Minister of Defense3s. In 2016,
Obrtel left the group and founded his
own paramilitary organisation, the
People's Self-Defense (Ndrodni do-
mobrana), which shares the ideas of
the Czechoslovakian Soldiers in the
Reserve for Peace. At the beginning
of 2018, the “People’s Self-Defense”
had over 60 regional branches®®, but
the real extent of the organisation’s
influence is difficult to assess given
its marginal nature, even among the
far right. The “People’s Self-Defense”
also positioned itself as a participant

Members of the pro-Russian paramilitary group
«Ceskoslovensti vojaci v zaloze za mir»,

under the guise of a former military personnel
association, are preparing for guerrilla warfare
and terrorist attacks against their own
liberal-minded population
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Lieutenant
Colonel Marek
Obrtel (right)
with the
militants of
the “Narodni
domobrana”
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in the 2021 march of the "“Ostrava
Immortal Regiment” (Nesmrtelny
Pluk Ostrava), co-organised by the
“Czech-Russian Society” (Ceskorusky
spolecnost) in Ostrava and the Os-
trav Russian House (Ostravsky Rusky
DGm), both elements of the “Ros-
sotrudnichestvo” (PoccoTpyaHude-
cTBO) network3?,

The peak of the “People’s Self-De-
fense” activity was in 2016-2021 dur-
ing the migration crisis in Europe.
“People’s Self-Defense” responded
to it with staged videos of “patrols”
in the Central Bohemian region and
Northern Moravia with the “deten-
tion” of its own extras posing as illegal

refugees3®. Against the backdrop of
Czech society's complaints about the
government’s lack of control over mi-
gration®, counter-activity imitation
allowed extreme radical movements
to improve public perception“.

However, the “People’s Self-Defense”
includes individuals who legally own
firearms and are interested in their
practical use. They have visited the so-
called ‘DPR’ and ‘LPR’ to learn from
the experience of warfare from the
militants there. A former member of
the organisation's Board, Nela Liskov3,
organised the DPR People’'s Consu-
late in the Czech Republic, which was
closed by the Czech authorities in 2017

Representatives of the Narodni domobrana
visited the so-called ‘DPR" and ‘LPR' to learn
from the experience of warfare from

the militants there
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because it was suspected of coordinat-
ing Czech structures to “invest” in the
so-called DPR4. In 2023, Liskova public-
ly called for the “de-Ukrainisation and
denasification of the Czech Republic”.

In addition to utilising various
proxies such as paramilitary
structures and political
organisations, Russia relies on

soft power to promote its policies
through the Coordination Councils
of Russian Compatriots (CORCs)
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For these calls and other calls pro-
moting hatred, she was sentenced to
8 months suspended with a two-year
probationary period+2

Despite claims of the organisation’s
apolitical and non-partisan nature, it
has ties with Czech political parties*.
For example, Marek Obrtel unsuc-
cessfully ran for the Senate in 2018
from the Czech Social Democratic
Party (CSSD). During the 2022-2023
presidential campaign, he actively
supported the representative of the
same party, Jaroslav Basta. Party lead-
er Tomio Okamura and MP Jaroslav
Foldyna have supported Obrtel since
his days as a leader of the “Czechoslo-
vakian Soldiers in the Peace 4,

FORMER INTELLIGENCE
OFFICERS “DEBUNK
MYTHS ABOUT RUSSIA”

In addition to utilising various prox-
ies such as paramilitary structures
and political organisations, Russia
relies on soft power to promote its
policies through the Coordination
Councils of Russian Compatriots
(CORCs, Russian abbreviation -
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KOPC) established in 97 countries.
Through the activities of numerous
individual centers, including Rus-
sian centers, cultural societies, and
foundations, a network of institu-
tions loyal to Russia is being estab-
lished. In the Czech Republic, one
of these entities is the Institute for
Slavic Strategic Studies (/nstitut
slovanskych strategickych studii -
ISSTRAS), which, from 2014 to 2018,
organised seminars, conferences,
and demonstrations in support of
Russia. A notable aspect of its activ-
ities is that these events took place
in the Czech Parliament, directly in
the Chamber of Deputies under the
moderation of Radmila Zemano-
va-Kopecka“*é, Deputy Chairman of
the Coordination Council of Russian
Compatriots in the Czech Republic.
Currently, the Institute’s activities
are mainly focused on social media.

Within the scope of this study, it is
important to pay attention to retired
security officials who spoke at the In-
stitute’s events. In particular, at the
2016 seminar titled “Myths about
Russia”, organised by ISSTRAS, a
former military counterintelligence
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Martin
Koller, was in attendance. Having re-
sided in Russia for an extended peri-
od, Koller is a member of the Nation-
al Recovery Council (Ndrodni rada
obnovy), where he oversees the de-
fense sector. He opposes the transfer
of weapons to Ukraine#, accusing it
of using the population as human
shields4849,

Andor Sandor®®, the former head
of Czech military intelligence, also
participated in the same event. As
the author of articles and expert
interviews, Sandor disseminates
pro-Kremlin narratives about the
forced annexation of Crimea®, the
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Former Czech
defense counter-
intelligence
officer,
Lieutenant
Colonel Martin
Koller (center)
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US responsibility for involving other
countries, including the Czech Re-
public, in military conflicts, the disin-
tegration of Ukraine due to war, and
the irreparable losses that will lead
to the country’s ruinations2. Concur-
rently, he portrays Russia as the sole
force capable of uniting the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe.

Sandor and Koller have recently fo-
cused considerable attention on en-
ergy security issues, suggesting that
the Czech Republic may encounter
challenges in the energy sector®
due to reduced Russian gas imports.
These concerns resonate publicly, as
in recent years, the Czech Republic
has actively sought alternative sourc-
es of electricity production to meet its
own needs®.

PRAK: TIES TO DUGIN,
ANTI-UKRAINIAN,
ANTI-CZECH,

AND PRO-RUSSIAN
ACTIVITIES

Another individual of interest is Jan
Schneider, who has held positions
in intelligence, police, and public
services since 1990. He was an em-
ployee of the Security Information
Service (Bezpecnostni informacni
sluzba) and served as the Director of
the Secretariat of the Czech Repub-
lic Council on Intelligence Activities
(Rada pro zpravodajskou cinnost).
This Council, an advisory body to the
government, coordinates the coop-
eration of intelligence units from
the Ministry of Defense, Ministry of

The former head of defense intelligence,
Andor Sandor disseminates pro-Kremlin
narratives about the forced annexation

of Crimea, the US responsibility for involving
other countries in military conflicts
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Jan Schneider,

a former Czech
intelligence officer
and leader

of the NGO PRAK,
participated

in the forums

of Alexander
Dugin’s
International
Eurasian
Movement
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the Interior, Security Information
Service, and the National Security
Directorate.

In 2021, Schneider criticised an-
ti-Russian sanctions as counter-
productive, describing them as a
“massage for Russia, which nour-
ished its blood and gave it mo-
tivation”. He denied any signs of
Kremlin aggression preparation,
asserting its focus was “exclusive-
ly on business®™s. In July 2023, he
penned a controversial article in
the Argument journal, aligning
with the Kremlin's anti-Ukrainian
and anti-Western narrative. Sch-
neider claimed Ukraine had aban-
doned Budapest Memorandum
security guarantees by disregard-
ing its neutral status and showing
interest in nuclear weapons. He ac-
cused “the United States of provok-
ing civil unrest in Ukraine, leading
to an unconstitutional coup and a
return to negative Ukrainian tradi-
tions”. Schneider also criticised the

132

West for constantly provoking Rus-
sia by “breaking NATO’s promise of
non-expansion to the East”™s .

Since 2015, Schneider has led the
NGO “Against Repression and Crim-
inalisation” (PRAK). Its board
cludes®” Czech politicians known
for their pro-Russian stance, such as
JindFich Rajchl, head of the pro-Rus-
sian political party “Law, Respect,
Expertise” (PRO), which frequently
organises anti-Ukrainian, anti-Eu-
ro-Atlantic, and anti-government
demonstrations in the Czech Repub-
lic. Another board member is Josef
Skala, a former deputy chairman
of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Bohemia and
Moravia (KSCM), who justifies Sovi-
et® and Russian® war crimes and
disseminates information about US
involvement in global conflicts®°.

in-

PRAK has garnered a reputation for
conspiracy and disinformation, a
characterisation further solidified in
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the context of Russian aggression.
Notably, the organisation played a
prominent role as one of the primary
advocates for Martina Bednarova, a
primary school teacher from Prague,
during her trial for denying Russian
war crimes in Ukraine. PRAK active-
ly solicited donations on her behalf
and portrayed her as a “victim of a

Schneider regularly attends forums
of Alexander Dugin’s International
Eurasian Movement and

Is involved in campaigns aimed

at undermining Czech relations
with the United States
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worldwide conspiracy against truth
and freedom* within the realm of
conspiracy theories.

In 2015, Schneider conducted an in-
terview with another PRAK mem-
ber, Stanislav Novotny, wherein the
Kremlin's key hybrid messages were
prominently featured: the assertion
that the collapse of Ukraine is inev-
itable, the country is embroiled in a
civil war, and the notion that Euro-
pean democratic values are mere-
ly a facade®2. Novotny is known for
founding the Department for Doc-
umentation and Investigation of
Crimes StB (Ufad pro dokumenta-
ci a vysetrfovdni ¢innosti StB within
the Ministry of Internal Affairs; StB —
Statni bezpecnost). The StB, oper-
ating as the State Security Service
of Czechoslovakia during the Sovi-
et era, functioned as a clandestine
police force. Novotny also held the
position of police chief in the Czech
Republic from 1993 to 1994. In 2015,
he assumed leadership of the Czech
Association of Independent Media.
Notably, the Center Against Terror-
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ism and Hybrid Threats of the Czech
Ministry of the Interior (Centrum pro-
ti terorismu a hybridnim hrozbdam)®3
has highlighted the organisation’s
online platforms as having charac-
teristics indicative of disinformation
influence. Furthermore, as of Decem-
ber 2019, it was documented that No-
votny frequently visited Russia, and
reports indicated him owning busi-
ness there®

His acknowledged anti-communist
dissident past, along with his reputa-
tion for exposing the crimes of totali-
tarian regimes and studying church-
state relations, media, and civil society
development, have strengthened No-
votny's reputation as an expert whose
opinion carries weight. Combining his
professional experience with his com-
mentary on domestic and foreign pol-
icy issues, he has had an impact on:

m Deteriorating relations between
Prague and Washington and Brus-
sels, referring to the Czech Republic
as “a colony of the West that has
lost its freedom and economic
independence in favour of the EU
and US globalists™s.

m Justification of Russian aggression
as a natural reaction to the West's
anti-Russian and anti-Belarusian
policies and, based on this, the
justification of the need to restore
normal relations between the
Czech Republic and Russia, as this
is “the aspiration of Czech society,
especially the youth™®.

m Fabricated labelling of Ukraine as a
“Nazi state"?”.

m The formation of a united Europe
based on the diversity of cultures
and the sovereignty of peoples
without the creation of suprana-
tional bodies, but with the involve-
ment of Russia as part of European
culture®s,



Former police
officer Zdenék
Ondracek (left)

at a meeting with
leaders of the
terrorist group
‘DNR’ in occupied
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Returning to the personality of the
PRAK leader, it is worth mentioning
that Schneider regularly attends fo-
rums of Alexander Dugin’s Interna-
tional Eurasian Movement (IEM). He
participates in campaigns aimed at
undermining Czech relations with the
United States and Russia’s avoidance
of responsibility for crimes during the
warin Ukraine.In particular, he spreads
comments about Russia’'s genuine
concern for Ukraine's future and shifts
the responsibility for the blowing up
of the Kakhovka HPP onto Kyiv. Sch-
neider has also signed the Peace
and Justice Initiative (Mir a sprave-
dinost), which advocates ending the
war in Ukraine on Russian terms and
stopping the supply of weapons to
the Ukrainian Armed Forces. In addi-
tion, the text of the appeal resonates
with the Kremlin's narrative about the
harm of anti-Russian sanctions to “Eu-
ropean households and companies,
including Czech ones”.

The appeal was signed by Jifi Jaros
Nickelli’, a former member of the his-
torical and documentary commission
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of the Czech Union of Freedom Fight-
ers (CSBS) and a descendant of a Rus-
sian legionnaire killed by the Nazis. He
advocates the idea of a strong Russia
as a guarantor of security in Europe”
and the neutrality of the Czech Re-
public’®, which in fact means leaving
NATO and the EU. He is also a member
of one of the most esteemed and re-
spectful Czech organisation the Asso-
ciation of Czechoslovak Legionnaires
(Ceskoslovenskda obec legiondrskd)™.

The CSBS association united par-
ticipants in the national liberation
movement of the Second World War,
but for quite logical reasons (the de-
parture of the original members
due to ageing and death), mem-
bership in the 2000s was open to
anyone who shared its values and
agreed with the Charter?. Probably
the largest and oldest association of
retired officers, it was often involved
in corruption and financial scandals,
which led to its dissolution in 2021.
The association was part of the In-
ternational Federation of Resistance
Fighters (FIR).
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Agent of the
Czechoslovakian
Verejna
bezpelénost,
former colonel
of the Border
Guard Service
Jaroslav Vodi¢ka
(right) presents
an award to the
Honorary Consul
of Russia at the
Russian Embassy
in the Czech
Republic
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JAROSLAV
VODICKA: FROM
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN
SECRET SERVICES TO
RUSSIAN ONES

Its chairman, a former border guard
colonel and agent of the Czechoslo-
vak Police Force (Verfejind bezpec-
nost), Jaroslav Vodi¢ka, has his own
ties to Russian intelligence services.
Specifically, he engaged in negotia-
tions regarding the commemoration
of the end of World War Il with sev-
eral Russian diplomats who were de-
clared persona non grata in 2021 as
representatives of the Russian secret
serives. Notably among them are
Yevgeny Golikov. The Atlas of Rus-
sian and Chinese Influence project by
the Czech Center for European Val-
ues for Security Policy identified him
as a civilian employee of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service™. Other
names on this list are Russian Fed-
eral Security Service officer Andrey
Konchakov’; and Yevgeny Borisen-
ko, who is suspected by Czech intel-
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ligence services of collaborating with
the Main Intelligence Directorate
of the General Staff of the Russian
Armed Forces”.

VodiCka also participated in a joint
event with the Night Wolves in 2018
in Decin, organised by the Beskyd
branch of the CSBS with the sup-
port of the Czech Communist Party’.
Since the outset of Russia's aggres-
sion against Ukraine in 2014, he has
actively supported the Kremlin's ac-
tions, sending a letter to the Russian
ambassador assuring him of Russia's
many friends in the Czech Republic.
Vodicka has been involved in actions
aimed at undermining the state
system and obstructing the normal
functioning of democratic mecha-
nisms in the Czech Republic. In 2016,
during public events, he made xeno-
phobic statements intended to stoke
fears of refugees in Czech society, ex-
acerbating the migration crisis®. In
2018, he exerted influence favourable
to the Kremlin, seeking to shape the
perception of Crimea’s recognition
as Russian by European countries®.
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In October 2023, he was one of the
organisers of an event dedicated to
the 105th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Czechoslovak Republic,
where he articulated theses aimed
at undermining confidence in the
current government®82,

In 2018, Jaroslav Vodi¢ka was award-
ed a recognition certificate from the
Coordination Council of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States
Veterans (Pensioners) International
Union, an organisation within the
CIS Executive Committee®. This ac-
colade was presented at the Rus-
sian Embassy, where Emil Kulfanek,
a retired colonel of the Engineer
Corps and deputy chairman of the
CSBS, received a special commen-
dation from the Russian Ministry of
Defense's representative office for
his contributions to the organisa-
tion and execution of military me-
morial work in the Czech Republic.
Kulfanek is a frequent attendee at
events hosted by the /zborsk Club®*
think tank, founded by Alexander
Dugin and classified as a tool for
Kremlin propaganda®s.

Jaroslav Vodicka has longstanding
connections with communist move-
ments in the Czech Republic. In 2018,
alongside Zdenék Ondracek, a for-
mer deputy from the Communist
Party of Bohemia and Moravia and
a former police officer, he visited oc-
cupied Crimea®®. In January 2016 and
May 2019, Ondracek met with lead-
ers of the “DPR" group in occupied
Donetsk®”. Despite being a private
trip, Ondracek’s car displayed the
Czech flag, creating the impression
of an official delegation®,

Zdenék Ondracek justifies Russian
aggression against Ukraine. Prior to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, he pub-
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licly praised Putin’s policies and sup-
ported the Kremlin's narrative by la-
belling Ukrainians as “fascists™°. He
also circulated a false video purport-
edly showing Ukrainians attacking
civilians, painting them as having
“criminal tendencies”.

The Watchdog (Hlidaci Pes) project
of the Czech Institute for Independ-
ent Journalism deems Ondracek’s
activities harmful in line with the cri-
teria of the Security Information Ser-
vice, which delineate potential objec-
tives of Russia’s detrimental actions®°:
weakening the information capacity
of the Czech Republic, bolstering the
information resilience of Russian so-
ciety, influencing the perception and
mindset of the Czech audience, and
undermining societal will to resist
or confront, as well as instigating or
exacerbating internal social and po-
litical tensions in the Czech Republic
and disrupting NATO and EU'’s inter-
nal cohesion and capability.

In 2019, CSBS branches dissatisfied
with their leadership’s policies es-
tablished the platform “Let's Restore
the Respectability of CSBS” (Vratme
vaznost CSBS). In December 2020,
the Russian Embassy in the Czech
Republic awarded regular
bers of this organisation with med-
als commemorating the 75th anni-
versary of liberation from fascism?.
The platform persists in its endeav-
ours in alignment with the interests
of the Russian Federation, justifying
Russian aggression and disseminat-
ing Kremlin narratives portraying
Ukrainians as “fascists™2. The or-
ganisation’s spokesperson, Vladimir
Pelc, has been disseminating con-
flicting information about the war
in Ukraine through the pages of the
pro-Russian publication Parlament-
Nni Listy®.

mem-
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Broadly, the network of retired of-
ficers in the Czech Republic, whose
activities favour the Kremlin, should
be considered within the framework
of specific projects wherein Rus-
sia determines the direction of in-

The military is active

INn the context of resistance

to the supply of Western-made
military equipment to Ukraine,
while ex-intelligence officers
are focused on discrediting
Integration processes on the
continent and compromising
the United States and NATO
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fluence based on Russian interests.
For instance, the Union of Freedom
Fighters and the People’s Self-De-
fense were utilised as instruments
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to manipulate political processes in
the Czech Republic by exploiting ex-
isting phobias and societal contra-
dictions to bolster trust in extremist
movements. PRAK is instrumental
in propagating conspiracy theories
about Ukraine's external govern-
ance and the prevalence of destruc-
tive American influence in Europe.
Former Czech military personnel
are actively opposing the supply of
Western-made weapons and mil-
itary equipment to Ukraine. Ex-in-
telligence officers are dedicated to
discrediting integration process-
es in Europe and undermining the
credibility of the US and NATO. Both
groups advocate the notion that Rus-
sia is of paramount economic bene-
fit to the Czech Republic and Europe
and advocate for restoring coopera-
tion with Russia, capitalising on the
ideas of dialogue among Slavic peo-
ples, victory in World War Il, and a
shared communist past.
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ITALY

n December 19, 2023, the

Italian Council of Ministers
adopted a resolution allowing the
supply of funds, materials, and equip-
ment to Ukraine to support its mili-
tary efforts against Russia to continue
until the end of 2024'. On January 10,
2024, the lower house of the ltalian
parliament (Chamber of Deputies)
also adopted a resolution to continue
military support for Ukraine? Against
the backdrop of the debate in the EU
and the US over the allocation of aid
to Ukraine, this friendly act is quite ex-
pressive. In general, the level of sup-
port demonstrated by Italy since the
beginning of the Russian invasion
was one of the biggest surprises. Af-
ter all, during 2014-2022, pro-Russian
statements by some Italian politicians
clearly illustrated Rome's traditional
course of maintaining the desired lev-
el of cooperation with Moscow even
after the annexation of Crimea and
the beginning of Russian aggression
against Ukraine in 2014. As early as
March 2022, the Italian daily Il Foglio

------------------------------------------------

called the Senate and the Chamber
of Deputies “the largest Putin par-
liament in Europe™. Meanwhile, in
July 2023, the ltalian parliament vot-
ed in favor of a resolution recognizing
the Holodomor as genocide of the
Ukrainian people*.

Finally, in April 2022 Ukrainian Presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelenskyy called the
obvious contrast a “historic break™.
However, despite the public consen-
sus on the responsibility of the Rus-
sian leadership for the war®, and the
approval of sanctions against Russia
and Russian oligarchs, only 16% of
Italian citizens in 2022 considered it
mandatory to punish the Kremlin for
its aggression and restore Ukraine's
territorial integrity”. Party support is
even more dispersed. The victory of
the “Brothers of Italy” (Fratelli d'lta-
lia), “League” (Lega per Salvini Pre-
mier), and “Forward, Italy!” (Forza
Italia) in the September 2022 snap
elections reset the Italian parlia-
ment, but pro-Russian elements are

About half of Italian society does not want
to take sides in the Russian-Ukrainian war,
making the confrontation between Ukraine
and Russia in Italy particularly dynamic
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Italian General
Fabio Mini,

the former
commander

of the NATO-led
international
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for ensuring
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still present in each of the parties
that formed the coalition. The lead-
er of the “League” openly referred to
Crimea as Russian® and “right-wing”
radicals continue showing their loy-
alty to the Kremlin even after win-
ning®. Additionally, about 23% of citi-
zens see Russia as an ally™. A study by
the Institute for Strategic Dialogue,
an independent nonprofit organiza-
tion that protects human rights and
analyzes extremism and disinforma-
tion around the world, showed that
Italian social media users were most
critical and skeptical of images from
Bucha, doubting the involvement of
Russian military personnel in the Kill-
ing of civilians™.

According to the Ipsos research
center, about half of Italian socie-
ty does not want to take sides in the
Russian-Ukrainian war®, making the
confrontation between Ukraine and
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Russia in Italy particularly dynamic.
While Kyiv relies exclusively on pub-
lic diplomacy, Moscow has tradition-
ally been short on means to achieve
their desired result. In the context of a
new major war in Eastern Europe, it is
guite expected that experts and poli-
ticians with military experience are at
the forefront of informal competition
for the sympathies of Italians.

GENERAL FABIO MINI
AND THE FORMS OF
RUSSIAN “SOFT POWER"

A prominent representative of such
circles is retired Italian General Fabio
Mini. The former commander of the
NATO-led international force respon-
sible for ensuring stability in Kosovo
(KFOR mission, 2002-2003)®, express-
es views totally aligned with Russia's
interests, aiming to:



The owner

of Eurasia
magazine,
Claudio Mutti,
and Alexander
Dugin, strategic
advisor to the
Administration
of the President
of the Russian
Federation
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m Justify the Russian army’s mili-
tary failures, by replacing them
the interpretation of adherence
to a certain plan™ and disciplined
execution of orders'’:

B Support the image of “invinci-
ble Russia”. In an interview with
TASS in May 2023, he stated that
Russia had invested so many hu-

man resources and weapons that
it would be impossible to drive it
out of the territories “claimed by
Ukraine™s;

m Advocate for the resumption of
economic cooperation with Rus-
sia. In the newspaper “Il Sussid-
iario”, he argued for a return to
“business as usual”, especially in
the energy sector, because “gas-
oline, diesel, gas and electricity”
cost Europe “like gold™,;

m Justified Russian aggression by
emphasizing the threat from
Ukraine. Mini refers to the events
of 2014 as “the liberation war of
Donbas provinces against the
Kyiv regime™® and highlights
provocations from NATO, which
he claims has chosen a strategy of
encircling Russia to “neutralize its
influence in Central Europe™.
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The synchronization of Fabio Mini's
views with the Russian agenda is
also attributed to the presence of
various forms of Russian soft power
in ltaly, Europe, and globally. Mini
is a member of the “Pugwash Con-
ference on Science and World Af-
fairs™°. According to American and
European researchers, this platform
serves as a cover for Russian (for-
merly Soviet) secret services?. It's no
coincidence that the organization’s
vision for ending the war aligns
with the paradigm of halting arms
supplies to Ukraine, which would in
their ideology prevent potentially
provoking the risk of nuclear esca-
lation?2. In fact, in a special interview
for the “Mezhdunarodnoye oboz-
reniye” (International Review) show,
aired on the propaganda channel
Russia24 on December 2,2022, Pug-
wash'’s Secretary General Paolo Cot-
ta-Ramusino spoke entirely in-line
with the Kremlin's “new geopolitical
realities”. He implied the necessity
of forcing Ukraine to accept peace
on Russia's terms “to avoid a glob-
al clash” and blamed the West for
the outbreak of war”, characterizing
their behavior as unjustifiably “dan-
gerous and aggressive towards
Russia’™,

“EURASIA” PUBLISHING,
“GEOPOLITICA"” AND
ALEXANDER DUGIN

Since at least 2009 to 2015, Mini
was a member of the scientific
committee of “Eurasia”, a journal
founded in 2004 as a result of Ital-
ian neo-fascists' quest for their own
political platform?4 Other
bers of this committee included the
Russian World ideologists Alexan-
der Dugin (AnexkcaHap HAdyruH) and
Sergei Baburin (Ceprevi 6a6ypuH).

mem-
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The “Eurasia” project, spearheaded
by Daniele Scalea, has long aimed
to consolidate supporters of the so-
called “fourth political theory”, de-
veloped by Dugin and endorsed by
the European New Rightists?®>. The
journal responded?® to the Russian
invasion with a mixture of conspir-
acy theories and Kremlin propa-
ganda, discussing Ukraine’s alleged
external governance, biolabs, and
Russia’'s conflict with NATO?. To this

Tiberio Graziani is a member

of the supreme council of the
INnternational Eurasian Movement
organization, founded by Dugin
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day it perpetuates the narrative of
the Ukrainian war being solely an
internal struggle between “nation-
alists and pro-Russian elements”
within Ukrainian society?.

Established as a joint project of
Claudio Mutti (owner) and Tiberio
Graziani (editor-in-chief), “Eurasia”
underwent staff changes in 2011
Mutti assumed the role of editor,
while Graziani and a portion of the
“Eurasia” team transitioned to the
“Geopolitica” journal. The journal
was founded by the Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies in Geopolitics and
Applied Sciences (Istituto di Alti Stu-
di in Geopolitica e Scienze Ausiliarie
— ISAG), jointly led by Graziani and
the aforementioned Scalea. General
Mini became a member of the sci-
entific committee of “Geopolitica”,
alongside Dugin.

ISAG is utilized by Russia to coordi-
nate the left-wing parties of Italy®.
Tiberio Graziani is also a member of
the supreme council of the Interna-
tional Eurasian Movement (Mex-
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AyHapogHoe eBpasuyickoe ABu-
xeHue), founded by Dugin. Initially
rooted on the ideology of neo-Eur-
asianism, the organization gradual-
ly shifted towards principles of fas-
cism and even Nazism concerning
Ukraine and its people?*®. Despite
having established subsidiaries in
numerous European countries, the
primary adversaries® of “Eurasians”,
and particularly Russia, they are de-
clared to be the “Anglo-Saxons™2.
ISAG's analysts regularly participate
in events organized by the Inter-
national Eurasian Movement, such
as the IV “anti-fascist” congress in
2016%, international conferences
in Yalta in 201434 or 20183, as well
as the Moscow Economic Forum
(MockoBCKM 3KOHOMUYECKM ¢Go-
pym)3¢in 2018.

FRONTE DEL DISSENSO
STANDS “FOR PEACE"
AND FOR RUSSIA

Fabio Mini spoke at the Interna-
tional Rome Peace Conference on
October 27-28, 2023, organized by
the Italian movement “Front of Dis-
sent” (“Fronte del Dissento”). This
movement espouses anti-Western,
pro-Russian positions and aligns it-
self with the so-called “covid dissi-
dents”. Mini endorsed the final dec-
laration, which accuses the United
States and the West of instigating
the war in Ukraine, portrays Rus-
sia as a victim of the Western ag-
gression, and underscores NATO's
defeat in Ukraine as a prerequisite
for global peace®. The Russian me-
dia were covering the event as a
gathering of anti-war, anti-fascist
associations and leftist movements
from more than 30 countries aim-
ing to “halt the US and NATO ag-
gression ™8,



Fronte del
Dissenso rally
for Italy’'s
withdrawal from
NATO and

for the lifting
of sanctions
against the
Russian
Federation,
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In March 2023, the Front organ-
ized a rally in Milan against sending
weapons to Ukraine®, Gaia Fuzai,
one of its coordinators, emphasized
the “importance of lifting sanctions
against Russia”, condemned the
arrest warrant issued by the Inter-
national Criminal Court for Russian

President Vladimir Putin, and called
for the restoration of relations and
historical ties between Italy and Rus-
sia. Similar sentiments were echoed
in the speeches of another founder
of the Front, Moreno Pasquinelli,
who is among the English-speaking
authors on the Russian propagan-
da platform Pravda.ru*®. Since Feb-
ruary 24, 2022 the Front of Dissent
has organized the events under the
hashtag #StopKillingDonbass in 12
Italian cities.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE RUSSIAN REGIME
INSIDE THE ITALIAN
SCUOLA DI LIMES

General Mini also collaborates with
several Italian publishers, including
“Limes”, “la Repubblica”, “I'Espresso”,
and “ll Fatto Quotidiano”. At the geo-
political journal “Limes”, he serves as
a member of the scientific board. The
journal has a dedicated coordinator for
Russia within its organizational struc-
ture, Mauro de Bonis, who specializes
in the study of post-Soviet countries.
The Limes School (Scuola di Limes)
was established by the “Limes” journal
as a non-academic educational insti-
tution on geopolitics and governance,
catering to “executives and managers
of public or private companies en-
gaged in daily global interactions”.
Among its lecturers*? are proponents
of Putin’s contemporary autocratic
regime. Notably, Sergei Karaganov
(Ceprenn KaparaHoB), a Russian po-
litical scientist and economist, is re-
nowned as one of the founders of the
Foreign and Defense Policy Council
(CoBeT BHeLIHeV 1 060pPOHHOM MosIN-
Tk — SVOP). He played a direct role
in establishing both the Valdai Dis-
cussion Club and the journal “Russia
in Global Politics” (Poccus B rriobasib-
Howt nonutuke). These platforms serve
as crucial instruments for promoting
Russian influence abroad, leveraging
foreign experts’ contributions, pub-
lishing their works and interviews, and

The leadership of the Scuola di Limes includes
odious representatives of Putin’'s autocratic
regime, namely Sergei Karaganov, a member
of the scientific board of the Security Council
of the Russian Federation, and GRU

Colonel Dmitry Trenin
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organizing representational events.
Additionally, Karaganov serves as a
member of the scientific board of the
Security Council of the Russian Feder-
ation (Coset 6e3ornacHocTy P®) and
potentially “may influence the opin-
jon"# of its secretary, Nikolai Patru-
shev (Hukonaw lMNatpylies). Another
lecturer at the Limes School is Dmitry
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Trenin (Omutpuit TpeHuH), a former

Colonel of the GRU colonel and member of the Rus-

GRU and . . . .

a member sian Council on International Affairs
of the Russian (Poccmickny coBeT o MexxayHapoa-
Council for HbiM genam). Before the full-scale inva-
International . .

Affairs, Dmytro sion, he was the head of the Carnegie
Trenin —one Moscow Center and a member of the
of the lecturers London-based International Institute

of the Scuola

di Limes for Strategic Studies. As a fierce sup-

porter of realpolitik in international
relations, Trenin controversially advo-
cated for a preventive nuclear strike
against the United States for intimida-
tion purposes44.

“THE UPSIDE-DOWN
WORLD” OF GENERAL
VANNACCI

General Roberto Vannacci, former

commander of the Italian military con-
center | liNgent in Irag* (2017), former com-
Derense  Mander of Task Force 45 during the
REFORMS . .

war in Afghanistan“® (2013) and former
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military attaché at the Italian Embassy
in Russia?’, is engaged in quite similar
activities. However, unlike Fabio Mini,
he is quite new to politics4e.

In his book “The upside-down world”
(“!l Mondo al Contrario”), the general
expresses sympathy for the Kremlin
and influences opinions in line with
the interests of the Russian Federa-
tion, discrediting the United States
as a threatening state due to “the
dragging of European countries into
a confrontation with Russia”4® The
book has gained significant populari-
ty —according to /| Dubbio newspaper,
the electronic version has been down-
loaded approximately 800 thousand
times®. However, certain instances
of homophobia and sexism were ob-
served in the book, sparking a scandal
that ultimately led to Vannacci's dis-
missal from his position as head of the
Institute of Military Geography (/stitu-
to Geografico Militare) in Florence.

The striking resonance of these ide-
as with Russian “spiritual staples”
was one of the reasons for the loy-
alty of Russian propaganda media
to Vannacci®®. At the same time, a
rather ambiguous situation unfold-
ed: following the publication and his
dismissal in August 2023, the gener-
al was appointed Chief of Staff of the
Operational Command of the Ground
Forces (COMFOTER) by December of
the same year%. Following a public
outcry, he garnered the patronage
of Italian politicians known for their
sympathies towards Russia — former
mayor of Rome and former Minister
of Agriculture in the Silvio Berlusco-
ni's government, Giovanni Aleman-
no, and League leader Matteo Salvini.
This support was aimed at bolstering
his potential candidacy in the upcom-
ing elections to the European Parlia-
ment54. In this context, it's worth men-
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tioning the election in 2019 of Antonio
Maria Rinaldi, a reserve officer of the
Financial Police® (Guardia di Finan-
za), who advocates for the lifting of
anti-Russian sanctions citing “the
unjust loss of the Russian market for
Italian companies™®. The retention of
representation of Italian Eurosceptics
in the EU structures aligns with the
prevailing pan-European trend and
serves the Kremlin's interests in frag-
menting the EU political system.

Amidst the patronage of politicians
and the acknowledgment from read-
ers, General Vannacci's book was dis-
tributed by civil society organizations,
including the Committee “World In-
side Out” (“/l Mondo al Contrario”)
founded in August 2023%. Its head,
retired Lieutenant Colonel Fabio
Filomeni, is a writer himself. His book,
called “Die for NATO?" (“Morire per la
NATO?"), was presented in early 2023
at several platforms of Italian-Russian
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cultural exchange. These included the
Cantiere Laboratorio cultural associa-
tion in Calabria®®, the framework of the
Giulianova municipality programs®,
and the Russian Cultural Association
“Emilia-Romagna” (Associazione Cul-
turale Russia Emilia-Romagna) in
Modena®°. It's worth noting, represent-
atives of Cantiere Laboratorio acted
as observers at the pseudo-elections
in the so-called “LPR" (“Lugansk Peo-
ple’s Republic”) in the fall of 2023,
and the Russian Cultural Association
Emilia-Romagna is known for a recent
attempt to justify the occupation of
Ukrainian territories through an exhibi-
tion about Mariupol, which failed, due
to strong socio-political backlash®2
Furthermore, one of the presentations
was organized®® by the movement
“Anti-War Coordination of Modena”
(“Coordinamento Modenese Contro la
Guerra”), which held actions “in sup-
port of the children of Donbas”* and
against NATO'’s support for Ukraine.



The march,
organized by the
Coordinamento
Modenese Contro
la Guerra in the
city of Modena,
against NATO
and weapons

supply to Ukraine,

2023
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At the same time, Colonel Filomeni
disseminates contradictory informa-
tion about the war and the Revolu-
tion of Dignity. In his view, conflicts
will persist as long as NATO exists,
and benefiting from arms sales.
However, he still refers to the war in
Ukraine as a “civil war’™>. In 2022,
in protest against the recognition
of the Russian Federation as a state
sponsor of terrorism, he returned to
the US government a medal he was
awarded for his services during his
tenure with the NATO multinational
contingent in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na in 1997¢,

At the end of November 2023,
Filomeni participated in the round-
table discussion titled “European se-
curity or insecurity? In search of lost
stability”, organized by the Eurasia
Mediterranean Study Center in co-
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operation with the Polis Etica School
of Civic and Political Education. The
final report contained numerous
provocative pro-Kremlin messag-
es, including doubts about the ex-
pediency of supplying weapons to
Ukraine, suspicions of their resale
to terrorists worldwide, accusations
of violating freedom of religion, and
suggestions that energy issues can-
not be resolved without Russia’s par-
ticipation, etc.%?

Together with Filomeni, the aforemen-
tioned event was attended by retired
Major General of the Engineer Forc-
es (since 2010) Piero Laporta, an an-
ti-Americanist and supporter of con-
spiracy theories about the resignation
of Pope Benedict XVI under pressure
from the US “deep state”. He respond-
ed to the outbreak of a full-scale war
with a set of clichés about Putin’s abil-

Along with participating in events that benefit
the Kremlin, the generals also speak with one

SR voice at the expert level, insisting that the war
against Russia lacks prospects

REFORMS
149




-

i
— LAY
-

| \

The “Stop the
War” Committee
collecting

the signatures
to initiate

a referendum
against sending
weapons

to Ukraine.

The Committee
comprises retired
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ity to make Europe “doomed”, if NATO
intervenes to protect its “scam in Kyiv".
Actually, Laporta precisely echoes the
Kremlin's theses about Ukraine's ex-
ternal governance, the “massacre”
in Donbas, and the “peacekeeping
nature” of Russian intervention in
Ukrainian affairs.

Alongside Filomeni, the aforemen-
tioned event was attended by re-
tired (since 2010) Major General of
the Engineer Forces Piero Laporta.
He is known as an anti-American-
ist®® and supporter of conspiracy the-
ories regarding the resignation of
Pope Benedict XVI under pressure
from the US “deep state™®. Laporta
also responded to the outbreak of
a full-scale war with a set of clichés
about Putin’s ability to render Europe
“doomed”, if NATO intervenes to pro-
tect its “affair in Kyiv'™. In essence,
Laporta closely echoes the Kremlin's
narratives regarding Ukraine's exter-
nal governance, the situation in Don-
bas, and the purported “peacekeep-
ing nature” of Russian intervention in
Ukrainian affairs.
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THE “STOP THE WAR”"
COMMITTEE, HIGH-
RANKING OFFICERS
AND MEASURES TO
STOP AID TO UKRAINE

Retired officers also engage in coor-
dinated activities, which are equal-
ly straightforward and aligned with
Kremlin ideas. This takes the form of
institutional resistance against Rome
and the EU’s pro-Ukrainian policy in
general. Thus, the Committee “Stop
the War" (“Fermare la guerra”) in-
cludes notable figures such as the
former Chief of Staff of the Italian Air
Force”, Lieutenant General” Leonar-
do Tricarico; former commander of
the Joint Operational Headquarters™
(Comando Operativo di Vertice In-
terforze — COVI), the Folgore Airborne
Brigade™ (Brigata Paracadutisti “Fol-
gore”), and President of the National
Association of Paratroopers of ltaly”™
(Associazione Nazionale Paracadu-
tisti d’ltalia), General Marco Bertolini;
along with retired Air Force officer
Pasquale Tarantino’.



TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

The President

of the National
Association

of Paratroopers
of Italy, a member

of the “Stop the
War” Committee,
General Marco
Bertolini

CENTER
FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

In 2023, under the guise of seeking a
peaceful settlement, the Committee
endeavored to undermine the supply
of arms to Ukraine by submitting a
petition to hold a referendum on the
issue’. During Pope Francis’ Angelus
prayer, activists from the Committee
brought a banner with the message
“Stop the Slaughter” to St. Peter's
Square”. Additionally, the Committee
organized a direct protest calling for
peace in the Middle East and Europe.

An analysis of the Committee’s policy
papers suggests that it actively ma-
nipulates people by exploiting socially
significant issues to create the false
impression that ltalians are striving

for change™. Thus, the rise in utility
prices is blamed on the restriction of
Russian energy supplies, while unem-
ployment and low incomes are attrib-
uted to globalization and integration
processes in Europe, among other
factors. Additionally, the Committee's
actions appeal to certain religious
sentiments of Italians. They resonate
with the Catholic Church’s calls for a
diplomatic settlement of the conflict
and Pope Francis' peace initiatives,
which put the victim on the same lev-
el as the aggressor®®,

In 2023, in a bid to broaden the Com-
mittee’s political influence, its found-
ers, Giovanni Alemano and Massimo

General Bertolini called the Russian Federation’s
access to the administrative borders of Donetsk
and Luhansk regions as a prerequisite

for peace negotiations
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Arlechino, established the political
party Independence Movement (Mo-
vimento Indipendenza). This party
adopts an anti-American stance and
opposes support for Ukraine®.

Beyond his involvement in the Com-
mittee, General Tricarico serves as
the chairman of the ICSA Founda-
tion (La Fondazione Intelligence
Culture and Strategic Analysis), a
think tank focusing on national se-
curity and defense issues. The foun-

Irina Osipova, the former assistant
to the current Italian Prime
Minister, regularly holds public
rallies in support of the so-called
‘LPR" and “DPR"

dation advocates for stopping NATO
expansion in exchange for ending
the war in Ukraine®2. General Fabio
Mini, mentioned earlier, participates
in the Foundation’s scientific council.
Meanwhile, General Marco Bertolini
serves as a member of the editorial
board of “Analysi Defensa”, a publi-
cation that regularly reviews military
and political issues and provides mil-
itary analysis®s.

Tarantino participated in an event
dedicated to the Christmas cease-
fire in November 20228 However,
in reality, the event was organized
primarily to hand over a petition to
the ltalian government, demand-
ing that it addresses the European
Council with a proposal for a cease-
fire on the Ukrainian front for at
least a month, starting on Decem-
ber 15,2022. It is noteworthy that the
proposed ceasefire at the front was
center  INtended to be accompanied by a
Derense  halt in the supply of weapons to the
REFORMS .
“antagonists”.
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In addition to participating in events
whose content and requirements fa-
vor the Kremlin, generals also speak
with one voice at the expert level,
showing full support for the Russian
strategic narrative. They insist that the
war against Russia has no prospects
due to the invincibility of the Russian
army. For instance, in May 2022, Tri-
carico issued statements urging the
EU to abandon the idea of defeating
the Kremlin and instead persuade
Ukraine to sign a peace agreement®,
arguing that the United States is the
“only side interested in continuing
the war™s. Similarly, Marco Bertolini
stated that it is virtually impossible to
defeat Russia on the battlefield due
to its formidable firepower®”. At the
same time, he acknowledged that a
scenario where Russia fully absorbs
Donetsk and Luhansk regions up to
the administrative borders could be a
prerequisite for peace talks®s,

Additionally, in 2019, General Bertolini
ran for the European Parliament from
the “Brothers of ltaly” (Fratelli d'lta-
lia) party, which has had ties to Russia
in the past®. For example, Irina Osi-
pova (MpuHa OcunoBsa), the head of
the NGO Association “RIM” (Russian-
Italian Youth), was an assistant to
the head of the party of the current
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Melo-
ni. RIM regularly holds public rallies
in support of the so-called “LPR” and
“DPR"° and opposes sanctions im-
posed on Russia.

In general, the activities of the afore-
mentioned generals were aimed at
influencing specific policy changes
on the part of the Italian government.
In particular, they participated in nu-
merous events such as meetings and
demonstrations intended to halt the
supply of weapons to Ukraine and
weaken NATO's capabilities. For in-
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stance, Marco Bertolini and Leonardo
Tricarico took part in the Italian In-
dependence Forum (Forum dell'ln-
dipendenza Italiana) in July 2023.
During this event, delegates, under
the pretext of “restoring ltaly’s inde-
pendence”, voiced opposition to arms
supplies to Ukraine and advocated
against ltaly’'s membership in NATO,
among other issues?,

Retired officers of the Italian

army and intelligence services are
actively pointing out the existence
of an alternative to the current
head of government

and the political orientation
towards Brussels, as such
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It is noteworthy that the forum was
moderated by individuals who ei-
ther have ties to Russia or are close-
ly aligned with the Kremlin. One of
them, historian Franco Cardini, op-
poses the transfer of weapons to
Ukraine and believes that such assis-
tance constitutes an act of aggression
against Russia by ltaly®®. The other,
Ambassador Marco Carnelos, is an ex-
pert at the Russian think tank Valdai
Discussion Club (JuckyccuoHHbI
Kky6 “Bangaun”).

In early August of last year, in an in-
terview with Fanpage, Italian Defense
Minister Guido Crosetto stated that
military assistance to Ukraine would
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continue until it began to deplete
Italian defense stocks®4. Despite its se-
mantic vagueness, the wording sug-
gests the potential boundaries of Ita-
ly's current pro-Ukrainian stance. This
position is likely to remain unchanged
until the discourse advocating for un-
conditional respect for Ukraine's sov-
ereignty and the restoration of its ter-
ritorial integrity is balanced by calls for
peace in Europe, and until the course
of normalizing relations with Russia
garners a significant level of support.

After Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the
corrupt influence of Russian financial
flows on Italian politics has decreased
by half. While its extent is not as vast
as during the Silvio Berlusconi era, it
has not completely vanished despite
consolidated and widespread sanc-
tions against the Russian state. Ital-
ian support for Ukraine, influenced
by the overall political situation in the
country, remains somewhat unstable.
Primarily, due to Italy’s extremely lim-
ited capacity to overcome the finan-
cial crisis without assistance from the
European Union. A firm pro-Ukraini-
an stance facilitates the Italian Prime
Minister’'s dialogue with EU institu-
tions, but it also makes her a target
for attacks from the opposition. Re-
tired officers of the Italian army and
intelligence services have been quite
active in pointing out the existence of
an alternative to the current head of
government and promoting a shift in
the public and state orientation away
from Brussels.
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NORWAY

N orway, as one of NATO's found-

ing members that is sharing a
border with Russia, occupies a strate-
gic position in terms of the Alliance's
security in Northern Europe. Since
the onset of the full-scale Russian in-
vasion, public and political support
for providing Ukraine with armed, fi-
nancial, and humanitarian assistance
in Norway has remained one of the
highest in Europe.

In 2023, Ukraine and Norway signed
a political agreement on support for
Ukraine amounting to 75 billion kro-
ner (approximately 7 billion USD),
spread over five years from 2023 to
2027'. This agreement is rooted in the
public demand among Norwegian
citizens to support Ukraine. A Proruss
poll showed that by the end of 2022,
about 90% of Norwegians support-
ed providing military assistance to
Ukraine? For comparison, back in May
of the same year, 58% of respondents
supported such a policy, while 29%
were against it3.

------------------------------------------------

At the same time, according to a
study by the social and market anal-
ysis agency Opinion, Norwegians are
losing faith that Ukraine will win the
war4. While at the end of May 2023,
more than 50% of respondents be-
lieved that Ukraine would win the
war, in November 2023, about 32% of
respondents expressed confidence
in this. At the same time, 45% of re-
spondents were convinced that there
would be no winners in the war.

Norway’s strategic position in terms
of North Atlantic Alliance security
and the high level of public support
for Ukraine make it important for the
Russian government to influence its
citizens in its own interests. In Norway,
such influence primarily targets re-
tired officers and veterans who have
participated in combat operations,
involving them in specific activities,
which correspond with the interest of
the Russian government in an effort
to impact the Norwegian society as a
wholes.

Norwegians are losing faith that Ukraine will
win the war. In May 2023, more than 50% of
respondents expressed confidence in that idea,
while in November 2023, only about 32%
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DAN-VIGGO BERGTUN -
THE PRESIDENT

OF THE WVF: ACTIVITIES
AND CONNECTIONS
WITH THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

Dan-Viggo Bergtun, a former soldier
and participant in UN peacekeeping
operations in Lebanon® deserves spe-
cial attention in Norway. From 2015 to
2023, he served as President of the’
World Veterans Federation (WVF),
and in 2023, he became the Secretary
General of this organization.

The WVF has a consultative advisory
function to the United Nations. It is
the world’s largest international or-

ganization of combat veterans, bring-
ing together former military person-
nel, war victims, resistance fighters,
former prisoners of war, and former
peacekeepers. The federation con-
sists of 172 specialized organizations
from 121 countries, including four rep-
resentative organizations of the Nor-
dic Veterans Council — Sweden, Fin-
land, Denmark, and Norway.

Dan-Viggo Bergtun’s personal pub-
lic activities as president of the WVF
were aimed at achieving goals in the
interests of the Russian government,
particularly in legalizing the occupa-
tion of Crimea. For example, in April
2019, he paid an official visit to the
occupied peninsula® where he spoke
at celebrations dedicated to the 75th

The WVF has a consultative advisory function
to the UN and is the world's largest international
organization of combat veterans
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anniversary of the liberation of Crimea
and Sevastopol from the Nazi invad-
ers. These events were organized by
the Russian Union of Veterans (Poc-
CUUICKNK COlo3 BeTepaHoB, hereinaf-
ter referred to as RSV), which actively
supports aggression against Ukraine®.
During his speech at the event, the
WVF president expressed the federa-
tion's position on the need for a dip-

During his tenure as the WVF
President, Dan-Viggo Bergtun's
activities corresponded

to the interests of the Russian
Federation's government, aimed
at legitimizing the occupation

of Crimea and bolstering the
positions of Russian veterans
organizations within the
International veterans movement

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

lomatic and peaceful resolution to all
conflicts™, including the “conflict in
Ukraine”. In October 2020, the WVF
supported and was set to act as an
information sponsor" for the online
march of the “Immortal Regiment of
Peacekeepers” (beccMepTHbIvi MOJIK
mupoTeopLeB) in Belarus® One of the
organizers of the event was the Rus-
sian Research and Practice Center
“Peacemaker” (Hay4HoO-npakTu4de-
CKM LeHTp “MupotBopelr”) as part
of the project “Young Peacemaker”
(FOHBIT MupoTBOpPEL), funded by the
Russian Presidential Grants Fund
(DPoHA Npe3naeHTCKUX rPaHTOB)®.

Additionally, Dan-Viggo Bergtun in-
fluenced the strengthening of Rus-
sian veterans' organizations’ positions
within the international veterans’
movement. For instance, in an inter-
view with Veteran News (“BetepaH-
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ckme Bectn”) in December 2017, the
Norwegian expressed hope that Rus-
sian organizations would “assume
more responsibility in the interna-
tional arena™. As an example of such
cooperation, Bergtun cited the expe-
rience of WVF's cooperation with the
Russian “Battle Brotherhood” (“Goe-
Boe 6paTcTBO”), an organization that
brings together veterans of military
conflicts and former employees of
Russian secret services and security
forces. In particular, the “Battle Broth-
erhood” engages former represent-
atives of the Federal Security Service
(DPegepanbHas cay)x6a 6e3onacHo-
cTm — FSB), the Foreign Intelligence
Service (Cny»k6a BHelUHeV pa3Ben-
km - SVR), and the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs (MuHucTepcTBO BHYTPEH-
Hux gen — MVD). The organization is
funded by the Russian government'®.
According to the Main Directorate of
Intelligence of the Ministry of Defense
of Ukraine, members of the “Battle
Brotherhood” are involved in recruit-
ing mercenaries for the war against
Ukraine in Donbas and Syria®™. Since
the beginning of the Russian ag-
gression against Ukraine in 2014, the
organization has been engaged in
providing “humanitarian aid” to the
terrorist groups “DPR” (“Donetsk Peo-
ple’s Republic”) and “LPR", (“Lugansk
People’s Republic”) among other ac-
tivities. Today, it has official branches"”
in the occupied territories of Donetsk
and Luhansk regions.

In May 2017, during the V General
Assembly of the International Ad-
visory Committee of the Reserves
and Reserve Officers’ Organizations,
Dan-Viggo Bergtun, on behalf of the
WVF, awarded the “Veteran” medal for
a significant contribution in support-
ing veterans® to its president, Alexan-
der Kanshin (AnekcaHap KaHbLLnH), a
member of the Public Chamber of the



Bergtun at the
meeting with
representatives of
the Russian Union
of Veterans during
his visit to the
occupied Crimea
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Russian Federation (O6uiecTseHHas
nanata P®). Later, in 2019, Dan-Viggo
Bergtun was presenting awards from
the WVF at the aforementioned Inter-
national Conference dedicated to the
75th anniversary of the liberation of
the Republic of Crimea and the Sevas-
topol hero-city from the German fas-
cist invaders. The award was given to
Russian retired army general Mikhail
Moiseev (Muxaun Mowucees)®, who
was Vladimir Putin's trusted person
in the 2018 presidential elections and
served as a former deputy of the State
Duma in the Khabarovsk Krai (2011-
2016), elected from the party “United
Russia”. At that time, Moiseev headed
the Russian Union of Veterans and
served as Deputy Chairman of the
State Duma Committee on Labor, So-
cial Policy, and Veterans’ Affairs.

Mikhail Moiseev supported? the or-
ganization of a pseudo-referendum
on Crimea'’s accession to Russia. Sub-
seqguently, as a member of the State
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Duma, he awarded the “Spetsnaz of
Russia” honors to former members
of the special forces of the Autono-
mous Republic of Crimea?, including
the "Vityaz" Special Forces Center
(LUeHTPp cnieuianbHOro MPU3HAYeH-
Ha “Buta3b”), “Berkut” riot police of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Republic of Crimea (OMOH “bepkyT”
MBC rnio Pecny6niyi Kpum — OMON),
and the Special Rapid Response Unit
(CneuwnaneHbivi oTpga 6bICTPOrO pe-
armpoBaHumsa — SOBR) for their assis-
tance in the operation that effective-
ly led to the occupation of Crimea.
Additionally, as the head of the Rus-
sian Union of Veterans, he arranged
events for several consecutive years
to commemorate the victory over the
Naziinvadersin Crimea. He extended
invitations to influential individuals
and representatives of foreign vet-
erans' organizations, contributing to
the promotion of the idea of interna-
tional recognition of Crimea as part
of Russia.



Participants

in the Russian
aggression
against
Ukraine —
members

of the “Combat
Brotherhood”,
which is part
of the WVF
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The 2019 event also saw the attend-
ance of notable figures, including:
former Commander of the Black Sea
Fleet of the Russian Federation and
current Commander of the North-
ern Fleet of the Russian Federation,
as well as the acting?? Commander
of the Russian Navy, Admiral Alexan-
der Moiseev (AnekcaHap Mouvcees);
the then-acting “vice-governor” of

occupied Sevastopol and former
Deputy Plenipotentiary Represent-
ative of the Russian President in
the North Caucasus Federal Dis-
trict, Rear Admiral Andrei Shish-
kin (AHgpeyi WnwkmH);, and Vilmos
Hanti, President of the International
Federation of Resistance Fighters
(Fedération Internationale des Ré-
sistants — FIR). According® to the US
Central Intelligence Agency, the FIR
was a cover organization for the So-
viet Union's secret services that sup-
ported the activities of communist
regimes and conducted subversive

-------------------- D R R RN

activities against Western countries.
For instance, it accused? the United
Kingdom of waging “bacteriological
warfare” in Korea, and opposed the
rearmament of Germany. Other par-
ticipants of the event included rep-
resentatives from various veterans'
organizations: Stoyan Topalov (CtogH
Tonanos) from Bulgaria; Branka Kas-
telic from the Union of Associations
of Fighters for the Values of the Na-
tional Liberation Struggle of Slove-
nia (Zveza zdruzenj borcev za vred-
note narodnoosvobodilnega boja
Slovenije); Franjo Habulin from the
Association of Anti-Fascist Fighters
and Anti-Fascists of Croatia (Saveza
antifasistickih boraca i antifasista
Hrvatske); Andreas Mohar from the
Union of Carinthian Partisans (Ver-
band der Karntner Partisanen); and
Sead Deli¢, Deputy Chairman of the
Organization of Veterans of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (Boracka udruzen-
ja Armije BiH)?.

In March 2021, Dan-Viggo Bergtun
delivered a greeting? on the occa-
sion of the 10th anniversary of anoth-
er significant Russian organization,
the International Confederation of
Generals, Admirals, and Reserve
Officers (MexxayHapoaHas KoHpe-
aepauns reHepasosB, aAMUPAIOB
m opuuepoB pezepsa). The confed-
eration comprises associations of
retired officers and veterans from
various countries, including Austria,
Bulgaria, Slovakia, Spain, and the
Czech Republic. Its founder is the
“Megapir” (“Meranup”) association.
Both organizations are led by the

‘Combat brotherhood” was busy providing
‘humanitarian aid” to the DPR and LPR militia
and has official representative offices

at the occupied territories of Donetsk

and Lugansk regions
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aforementioned Alexander Kanshin,
who serves as the deputy chairman
of the public council at the Russian
Ministry of Defense, and is an acad-
emician of the Academy of Military
Sciences, and the CEO of the “Sun-
day” (“BockpeceHbe”) foundation.
He is also a business partner of Oleg
Dukhovnitsky (Oner [yxoBHuLKNM),
a former Russian military intelligence
officer?” and former head of the Fed-
eral Agency “Rossvyaz” (“Pocceszb”)?8.

After the full-scale invasion

of Russia in Ukraine, Dan-Viggo
Bergtun, on behalf of the WVF,
called for the halt of the supply
of Western weapons to Ukraine
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An example of influence, exerted on
both Norwegian society as a whole
and retired officers and veterans in
particular, can be seen in an article®,
authored by Dan-Viggo Bergtun and
published in 2021 under the title “Are
we infected with Russophobia in Nor-
way?" (“Er vii Norge smittet av russo-
fobi?”). The article aims to rationalize
Russian aggression by framing itasa
response to an alleged “Ukraine and
NATO attack on Russia”, while also
fostering a positive attitude towards
Russia by criticizing what is termed
“Russophobia” in Norway and the
broader Western context. It seeks to
cultivate gratitude towards the Sovi-
et Union for its role in liberating Nor-
way from Nazi occupation in 1945,
However, the article faced criticism3°
from Norwegian veterans' associa-
tions, notably the Norwegian Asso-
ciation of Veterans for International
Operations (Norges Veteranforbund
for Internasjonale Operasjoner -
NVIO), which, incidentally, is a mem-
ber of the World Veterans Federation
(WVF).
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Following the commencement of
Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
the former Norwegian serviceman
also wielded influence aimed at coun-
tering the supply of military and tech-
nical assistance to Ukraine. In August
2023, acting on behalf of the WVF,
Dane-Viggo Bergtun published an
article on the NordnorskDebatt plat-
form3', advocating for an end to the
provision of Western weapons to the
Ukrainian army. Specifically, the arti-
cle criticized the decision of the Brit-
ish government to supply Ukraine
with depleted uranium shells, citing
potential “contamination of the war
zone for decades”. Notably, the Rus-
sian government shared a similar
stance at that time. Within the same
discourse, the Norwegian exerted in-
fluence towards nuclear intimidation
of the West, with the aim of pressur-
ing Ukraine into negotiations with
Russia.

DAN-VIGGO BERGTUN'’S
OTHER OCCUPATIONS:
THE AD HOC COMMITTEE
AT THE UN, AND THE
SPIA

Of note, the aforementioned activi-
ties of Dane-Viggo Bergtun occurred
during his tenure as a member3? of
the Strategic Planning Ad Hoc Com-
mittee of the Global NGO Executive
Committee at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York. Earlier,
when Bergtun stood for membership
in the organization?® “to address vet-
erans’ issues”, he did not garner the
necessary support from veterans' or-
ganizations in Norway, primarily due
to his pro-Russian stance. Further-
more, Dan-Viggo Bergtun lacks sup-
port among organizations both with-
in Norway and in Northern Europe.
Notably, Dag-Magne Lunde, presi-
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dent of the largest Norwegian veter-
ans’ organization NVIO, believes that
Bergtun’'s election to a UN position
with responsibility for veterans' af-
fairs would clearly harm the veterans'
movement in Norway34.

Dan-Viggo Bergtun'’s activities are not
confined to the World Veterans Feder-
ation. For instance, he also holds the

position of vice president® at the Sol-
diers of Peace International Associa-
tion (SPIA), which conducts activities
that align with Kremlin interests and
serve to justify Russian aggression. For
example, in the initial days of Russia's
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the Asso-
ciation issued a statement calling3® for
a swift peaceful resolution of the “con-
flict”. Notably, this statement refrained
from assigning blame or assessing
who the aggressor and victim are, ef-
fectively putting the Ukrainian and
Russian peoples on an equal footing.

WORLD VETERANS
FEDERATION DEEPENS
ITS TIES WITH THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

According to Dr. Maximilian Becker
of the Austrian Academy of Scienc-
es¥, the World Veterans Federation
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has always been an international
and anti-communist organization,
starting from its foundation in 1950
during the Korean War. The partic-
ipation of veterans from the Sovi-
et Union and Eastern Europe was
hardly possible, primarily due to the
invitation of refugees from Poland
and Czechoslovakia to the organ-
ization. At present, however, the
organization not only maintains a
range of connections to the Russian
Federation but also exerts influence
aligned with the interests of the
Russian government, as will be elab-
orated upon below.

Since 2012, the World Veterans Fed-
eration, represented by Dan-Viggo
Bergtun, has participated in the
sessions of the aforementioned In-
ternational Advisory Committee
of Reserves and Reserve Officers’
Organizations (MexxayHapoaHbii
KOHCY/IbTATUBHbBIVI  KOMUTET opra-
Hu3aumy opuLepoB 3arnaca v pe-
3epBa, hereinafter referred to as
MKK) as an observer. The MKK was
established in March 2011 in Moscow
at the initiative of the National As-
sociation of Unions of Reserve Of-
ficers of the Armed Forces “Mega-
pir” (HauwnoHanbHasa Accoumnaums
obbeauHeHUM oguLepoB 3arnaca
Boopy>k€HHbIX cun “Meranunp’”)3e.
The declaration of foundation®® was
signed by a number of European
organizations, including the Club
of Generals of the Slovak Republic
(Klub Generdlov Slovenskej Repu-
bliky), the Union of Veterans' Organ-
izations of Estonia (Eesti Vabariigi
Veteranide Organisatsioonide Liit),
the Republican Committee of the
Organization of World War Il Partici-
pants who fought on the side of the
anti-Hitler coalition living in Lithu-
ania (Lietuvoje gyvenanciy Antrojo
pasaulinio karo dalyviy, kovojusiy
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antihitlerinés koalicijos puséje), and
the Coordination Council of the Lat-
vian Association of Anti-Hitler Coa-
lition Fighters (Latvijas antihitleris-
kas koalicijas cinitaju asociacija).

During Dan-Viggo Bergtun's pres-
idency, the World Veterans Feder-
ation openly began to cooperate
with the Russian edition of Veter-
an News (“BetepaHckue BecTin”)4°.
The media holding company that
owns the publisher is headed by
Vyacheslav Kalinin (Bguecnas
KanuHuH), a member of the Sara-
tov Regional Council from the “A
Just Russia — Patriots — For Truth”
(“Cnpasegnneasa Poccusa - [la-
TpumoTtbl — 3a lNpaeay”) faction. The
deputy editor-in-chief of Veteran
News, Vladimir Korovnikov (Bna-
anmup KopoBHMKOB) also serves as
an assistant to the chairman of the
International Council of Russian
Compatriots (MexxoyHapoaHbi

According to US CIA data,

the Fedération Internationale des
Résistants was a cover organization
for the Russian secret services
during the times of the USSR
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COBET POCCUUICKMX COOTEeYECTBEH-
HukoB), one of the organizations
that coordinates and promotes the
interests of the Russian Federation
abroad. In November 2022, Kor-
ovnikov was appointed as a Plen-
ipotentiary Representative of the
Guild of Russian Lawyers ([u1b0usa
POCCUCKINX aABOKATOB) in the so-
called “DPR" and “LPR", where he
engages in “patriotic education”
among young people and provides
support to militants*? as part of the
so-called “humanitarian mission” of
Veteran News.
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The Veteran News publications pro-
vide comprehensive coverage of
Dan-Viggo Bergtun and the activities*
of the WVF. Their website features over
50 relevant posts, articles, and news
pieces dedicated to these subjects.

In 2019, during the 29th General As-
sembly of the World Veterans Federa-
tion held at the United Nations in Par-
is, Veteran News was honored with
the WVF gold medal“* “for informa-
tion support of the global veterans'
movement”. The award was personal-
ly presented by Dan-Viggo Bergtun to
Vyacheslav Kalinin, the editor-in-chief
of the publication.

Following Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine, one area of collaboration
between the WVF and Veteran News
involved joint efforts aimed at under-
mining the supply of Western weap-
ons to the Ukrainian army and pres-
suring Ukraine into negotiations with
Russia. Hence, in December 2022, Vet-
eran News published an article*® by
Dan-Viggo Bergtun titled “Will more
weapons bring peace to Ukraine?” In
this piece, under the guise of advocat-
ing for peace, he urged for a cessation
of arms supplies to Ukraine and advo-
cated for the initiation of “UN-mediat-
ed negotiations”.

As early as 2023, during the 30th
General Assembly of the World Vet-
erans Federation in Belgrade, Veter-
an News once again received the so-
called “Gold Medal” from the WVF48,
The summary review, published on
the Veteran News, mentions that Vy-
acheslav Kalinin, along with the chair-
man of the Military Trade Union of
Serbia (BojHu cuHamkat Cpbuje), An-
ti¢ Novi¢ (HoBumua AHTUA), conduct-
ed a series of meetings*” with foreign
counterparts, resulting in agreements
on collaboration with the publisher.
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In the context of this study, it is worth
mentioning a project of the aforemen-
tioned WVF partner, the Russian “Bat-
tle Brotherhood”, namely — the “Battle
Brotherhood Without Borders” (“6o-
eBoe 6paTcTBO 6€3 rpaHmniy”)*8. The or-
ganization aims to establish ties with
veterans' associations of the former
Soviet Union, as well as with the WVF
itself. The “Battle Brotherhood With-
out Borders” is registered in Belarus.
It's being led by retired Colonel Viktor
Sivokhin (Buktop CuBoxmH), a com-
bat veteran, who holds two Orders of
the Red Star. He graduated from the
Novosibirsk Higher Military and Polit-
ical School (HoBocnbupckoe BoicLLee
BOEHHO-MOINTHNHECKOE yaunuiie)
and the The V. I. Lenin Military-Politi-
cal Academy (BoeHHO-romTm4eckas
akagemmsd B. N. JIeHUHAQ).

Dan-Viggo Bergtun also has been
in contact with the Russian “Battle
Brotherhood”. For instance, as a rep-
resentative of the WVF he partici-
pated in the “Battle Brotherhood's”
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IV Congress*® in 2012. In 2016, an offi-
cial statement®® of the WVF, signed by
Dan-Viggo Bergtun, criticized the de-
cision of Latvian government to deny
entry to the representative of the
“Battle Brotherhood”, Russian Colonel
Gennady Shorokhov (feHHagu Lo-
poxoB). The information coverage was
provided on the “Battle Brotherhood”
platform5.

In 2019, Colonel Shorokhov, the deputy
head of the “Battle Brotherhood”, par-
ticipated®?in the 29th General Assem-
bly of the World Veterans Federation
in Paris. Vyacheslav Kalinin, the afore-
mentioned founder and editor of Vet-
eran News, also attended the event®s,
Mr. Kalinin holds a part-time position
as the deputy head in the Moscow
branch of the “Battle Brotherhood".
Representatives of the Russian Union
of Veterans®4 also participated in the
assembly. Among them was Colonel
Dmitry Babiychuk, who, on behalf of
the RSV, honored Dan-Viggo Bergtun
with the “Warrior-Liberator” statuette.
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The leadership of the WVF also in-
cludes several retired officers with
connections to Russia. One nota-
ble figure is retired Major General of
the Serbian Armed Forces, and for-
mer head of the Military Academy
of Serbia and Montenegro (BojHe
Akapemuje Bojcke Cp6uje u LipHe
lope), Vidosav Kovacevic (Bugocas
Kosauesuh), who has been serving
as the Deputy President of WVF>
since March 2022. In May 2021, Vi-

INn November 2022, the WVF

and FIR issued a joint official
statement calling for an end

to the supply of Western weapons
to Ukraine and opposing
anti-Russian sanctions
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dosav Kovacevic participated® in
the Victory Day celebrations in Ser-
bia, which were co-organized by
the Russian government. As part of
these events, a military parade was
broadcast live fromm Moscow. Dur-
ing his speech, Major General Kova-
cevic, in his capacity as President of
the Union of Associations of Fight-
ers of the National Liberation Wars
of Serbia (Cases yapyswerba 60pa-
La HapogHOoOC1060AMIAYKNX PATO-
Ba (CYBHOP) Cp6uje, hereinafter —
SUBNOR), echoed the propaganda of
the Russian government by accusing
NATO of bombing Yugoslavia, and
asserted that Serbian soldiers were
engaged in a “liberation war"” during
the Alliance campaign®’.

As part of his public activities, Vidosav
Kovacevic utilizes his influence to pro-
mote ideas that align with the objec-
tives of Russian secret services. Spe-
cifically, he engages in blaming NATO
for the aggression against Ukraine
and glorifies the military power of the
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Russian army. For example, in an in-
terview with the Russian TASS%® news
agency in March 2022, the retired Ser-
bian major general asserted that the
North Atlantic Alliance purportedly
“has no means to counter Russian hy-
personic missiles”. Previously, Vidosav
Kovacevic also claimed®® that the war
against Ukraine was ostensibly the re-
sult of “NATO’s policy and the rise of
Nazism in Ukraine”.

As early as April 2023, Major General
Kovacevic gave an interview®® to the
Russian online publisher, the Fed-
eral News Agency (PeneparsibHoe
areHTCTBO HoBocTeu), where he also
exerted influence aimed at justifying
Russian aggression against Ukraine,
labeling the war as a “necessary step”
in response to NATO's defense policy
in Eastern Europe.

As mentioned earlier, Vidosav Kova-
cevic serves as the president of the
Union of Associations of Fighters
of the National Liberation Wars of
Serbia. The Union originated from a
socio-political organization with the
same name from the Social Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia, which unit-
ed soldiers of the so-called National
Liberation Army of the communist
regime. It was the SUBNOR of Serbia
that organized the 30th General As-
sembly of the World Veterans Federa-
tion®, which took place in March 2023
in Belgrade.

Despite the fact that the vast ma-
jority of representatives of the WVF
governing bodies have not been
observed engaging in activities
conducted in the interests of the
Russian Federation, they have not
publicly protested against the open-
ly pro-Russian stance of their leader
and the federation’s involvement in
it. It's particularly surprising in re-
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gards to the board members repre-
senting NATO member states. This
includes the Vice President of the
WVF and current US official®? Saif
Khan, a former US Army soldier, Iraqg
War veteran, and attorney specializ-
ing in veterans' rightsin America. Saif

Khan also serves as the Chairman of
the Selective Service System® under
the Administration of President Jo-
seph Biden.

WVF AND FIR: TO
JUSTIFY RUSSIA AND TO
STOP AID TO UKRAINE

Since Russia's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, the World Veterans Federation
has been more actively engaged with
the aforementioned International Fed-
eration of Resistance Fighters (FIR).

In November 2022, the WVF and FIR
published a joint statement aimed at
undermining the supply of Western
weapons to Ukraine and countering
Western anti-Russian sanctions by
pressuring Ukraine into negotiations.
The corresponding official state-
ment® calls for “dialogue and coop-
eration”, which implies “halting arms
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supplies and refraining from impos-
ing further sanctions”.

In October 2023, Dan-Viggo Bergtun
participated® in a congress of anti-fas-
cist associations organized by the FIR,
where he advocated for negotiations
and called on all WVF member organ-
izations to demand a “non-military
solution to the conflict”.

Vilmos Hanti, the head of FIR®% and
a representative of the Hungarian
Association of Anti-Fascists, also ex-
erts influence in his public activities
that align with the interests of the
Russian government. For instance,
on February 22, 2022, days before
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, Hanti
accused Ukraine of failing to imple-
ment the Minsk agreements®’, which,
in his words, “has led to the current
conflict”. Russian President Vladimir
Putin made a similar statement®® on
February 23, 2022.

Hanty also seeks to bolster the Rus-
sian government’s narrative by sup-
porting its claims of the West being
responsible for the alleged “spread of
fascism”. As an example, he made a
declaration regarding the perceived
“rise of fascism” in the Baltic States,
Poland, and Ukraine® during a pa-
rade commemorating the 70th anni-
versary of the Soviet victory in World
War Il held in Moscow in 2015.

The collaboration between the two
organizations was noticeable even
prior to February 24, 2022. One of its
key objectives was to support the of-
ficial stance of the Russian govern-
ment regarding the purported re-
surgence of fascism in Europe, with
a particular focus on Ukraine. In Feb-
ruary 2020, WVF and FIR joined forc-
es to participate in a conference’
titled “Fascism and anti-fascism in
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Europe today”, which was organized
by the Union of Anti-fascist Fighters
and Anti-fascists of the Republic
of Croatia (Savez antifasistickih bo-
raca i antifasista Republike Hrvat-
ske — SABA RH). This event saw the
participation of notable figures, such
as the Vice President of the Croatian
Parliament, Sinisa Hajdas Doncic,
Croatian Secretary of State Juro Mar-

Considering Bergtun's and WVF's
influence on the UN, the discussed
activities may lead to the formation
of unfavorable opinions among

the UN delegates
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tinovi¢, Russian Ambassador to Cro-
atia Anvar Azimov (AHBap A31MOB),
and representatives from anti-fascist
organizations across 15 European
countries.

Other notable participants included
Vilmos Hanti, the President of FIR,
who also represented the Hungarian
Anti-Fascists Association; Dan-Vig-
go Bergtun, the head of WVF; and
Oleg Kalinin (Oner KanuHuH), the
Vice President of the Russian Union
of Veterans. The primary focus of Ka-
linin's report was to label what he
referred to as “Bandera nationalism”
as “a contemporary manifestation
of fascism”, and to characterize the
2014 Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine
as “an unconstitutional armed over-
throw, backed by Washington and
Brussels”. Russian  Ambassador
to Croatia Anvar Azimov also ad-
dressed the conference, accusing
the West of “distorting the history
of World War II" and asserting that
the United States and Ukraine pur-
portedly “refused to support a UN
resolution condemning Nazism and
neo-Nazism”.
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The conference's final declaration
emphasized the danger” posed by
“the rise of fascism and neo-Nazism”
in Europe. Similar sentiments were
expressed in 2021 by Dmitry Peskov
(Amutpmy MNeckos), the press secre-
tary for Vladimir Putin, and the oth-
er officials from the Russian govern-
ment’2

It's important to highlight thatthe
World Veterans Federation is ex-
panding its connections with vet-
erans and retired officers across
the African continent as well. For
instance, in March 2023, Derrick
Oduro, a retired Major who previ-
ously served as the Deputy Min-
ister of Defense of Ghana” and
former member of the national
parliament, was elected as the
Treasurer General of the organi-
zation.

Also, in 2024, the World Veterans
Federation conference is scheduled
to be held in South Sudan, Africa,
which has already sparked a heat-
ed public debate due to the need to
allocate $1.75 million for the event
amidst the economic crisis and the
threat of famine in the country.

It's noteworthy that, according to
CNN, a front organization linked
to the Russian secret services, the
so-called “Wagner” Private Military
Company (YBK “BarHep”), report-
edly took part and offered armed
support to the military junta during
the military coup in South Sudan,
aiding in the confrontation against
the country’s army. In September
2023, Russian President Vladimir
Putin held a personal meeting with
South Sudanese President Salva Kiir
Mayardit, as reported by Euronews’,
allegedly “in search of new allies” for
Russia.
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CONCLUSIONS

There are few individuals and or-
ganizations in Norway that organize
events favorable to Russia. Converse-
ly, the country consistently demon-
strates strong support for Ukraine, at
least ideologically. The prevailing sen-
timent in society and the media is to
ensure Ukraine's victory in the war.

At the same time, certain former mili-
tary figures in Norway wield influence
that, combined with similar efforts
in other European nations, possess
a considerable potential to shift the
attitudes of Western allies of Ukraine
towards ones more favorable to Rus-
sia. Specifically, Dan-Viggo Bergtun,
leveraging his official role within the
World Veterans Federation and his
personal networks, holds the capac-
ity to exert influence at the United
Nations. It's worth mentioning, that
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despite internal opposition from cer-
tain members of the WVF, the organ-
ization is increasingly being shaped
into an instrument by the Russian
Federation to advance its own ideas
and agenda, largely due to the efforts
of Dan-Viggo Bergtun. At the same
time, the presence of influential in-
dividuals in the governing bodies of
the WVF, such as Saif Khan from the
United States, provides Russia with
an additional means to influence the
agenda regarding Western countries’
support for Ukraine.

Considering the influence wielded by
Dan-Viggo Bergtun and the World
Veterans Federation at the UN, the
aforementioned activities could po-
tentially shape a negative stance
among UN delegates. This could sub-
sequently impact voting on matters
crucial for Ukraine.



TOY SOLDIERS:
NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

900 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

(]

. ° e General
Saif Khan ° o Kovacevic Hungarian Resistance
(Selective °

° (SUBNOR) ® Fighters and Anti-fascists)
Service System) °® °

[ ) [ ]
Strategic Planning Ad Hoc y Derrick Oduro 2
Committee of the Global NGO
Executive Committee in United
Nations HQ in New York)

Hanti (Association of

° World Veterans
d Fede.ratlon o International
° Federation
‘e, of Resistance Fighter
oo, Norwegian Association
Ce, of Veterans for International

Operations
Soldiers of Peace P

International Association o . ®®c004, oo
o®® oo,
[ ]

o. Dan-Viggo

Bergtun International Union
K o of Public Organizations
° .o of Veterans “Battle
° ° ® brotherhood”
[ ] [ ] °
“Megapir” S M .
Association ° °
[ ]
° °
o S o
° ° °
° ) :
International .. Colonel Gennadij °
Confederation ° Shorokhov :
of Generals, Admirals, & Viacheslav o
and Reserve o o _ General Kalinin ° °
Officers oo Mikhail Moiseev 0. °
° R ; :
[ ] ° °
° ° ° °
Aleksandr ° o o. o
Kanshyn s °
]
Russian Union °
of Veterans “The Veterans news” o® o
International Advisory ° Publishing ¢® ,° “Battle

Committee of Reserves . e brotherhood”
and Reserve Officers’ o

L]
Presidential . °
Administration o o .
of Russia ° °. °
L] [ )
°
]
AT T || I'.I [ ]
A e kTl
[y L
Union of Veterans'
Organizations Club of Generals
of Estonia of the Slovak Republic
FSB

171



TOY SOLDIERS:
NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

900 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000C0COCOCGTS

SOURCES

1“Norwegian support to Ukraine

and neighbouring countries”.
OdiuinHnm Bebnoptan Ypany Ko-
poniscTBa Hopseris. https:/www.
regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-
affairsshumanitarian-efforts,
neighbour_support/id2908141

2 “Undersgkelse: Stort flertall

for norske vapen til Ukraina”.
Forskning. https:/ivww.
forskning.no/krig-ntb-
russland/undersokelse-stort-
flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-
ukraina/2152243

3 “Should Norway export

weapons to Ukraine?” Statista.

https://www.statista.com/
statistics/1293868/norway-
military-support-ukraine-

opinion

4 “Svekket stgtte til mottak av flere

ukrainske flyktninger”. Opinion.
https://www.opinion.no/innlegg,
faerre-stotter-mottak-av-flere-
ukrainske-flyktninger

5 Flem, Sofie Svanes & Molnes,

Geir. “Slik spres russisk
propaganda i norske alternative
medier”. Faktisk. https:./ivww.
faktisk.no/artikler/O6epg/slik-
spres-russisk-propaganda-i-
norske-alternative-medier

6 Dan-Viggo Bergtun. LinkedIn.

https:/no.linkedin.com/in/dan-
viggo-bergtun-04971430

7 Dan-Viggo Bergtun. LinkedIn.

https:/no.linkedin.com/in/dan-
viggo-bergtun-04971430

8 “VIcTopmnyeckasa KoHdepeHUUs K

tobuneto ocsoboxkaeHmsa Cesac-
Tononsa npowna B OdDe". Bectn
CeBacTononb. https:/vestio2.
ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-
konferenciya-k-yubileyu-
osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-
proshla-v-dofe.html

9 “3a aKTUBHYIO MOOAEPKKY y4aCT-

HMkoB CBO 1 YneHoB KX ceMen,
obLepoccuiicKkas opraHmsaums
BeTepaHoB “POCCUIMNCKUIA COO3
BeTepaHoB” Harpagun Mouet-
HbIMU rPaMoTaMu COTPYOHUKOB
CeBepo-BoctoyHoro MYTALH".
PocTtpaHcHaasop. https:/
rostransnadzor.gov.ru/news/1438

10 “MexxayHapoaHasa KoHbepeH-

uma, nocealleHHaa 75-netuo
ocBoboxaeHua Pecnybnmkm
KpbIM 1 ropoga-repos Cesac-
TOMoMsA OT HeMeLKo-daLllnCT-
CKUX 3axBaTumKoB”. ObLle-
poccuiickasa obliecTBeHHasd
opraHusauua BeTepaHoB
“PoccUinCKMIN coto3 BeTepa-

osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-
krym-i

1 “MUnpPOoTBOPLLbI BCEX CTPaH
obbenunHanTect”. Torise. https./
torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-

obedinyaytes/

12 “BbITb MMPOTBOPLIEM — MPU-
3BaHMe". [010C MUPOTBOPLEB,

N2763 (2020). http:/un-museum.

ru/vestnik/763.htm

13 “MUpPOTBOPLLbI BCEX CTPAH
obbenuHanTect”. Torise. https:/
torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-

obedinyaytes/

14 “[03H-Bu1rro BeprryH: HUKTO He

MOXXeT ny4ylle roBOpnTb O MUpe,

YyeM cparkaBllmecsa Ha BoHe".
Bcepoccuinckas obLiecTBeH-
Haga opraHM3auna BeTepaHoB
“Boesoe 6paTcTBO”. https./
bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07,
den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-
mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-
mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-

voyne

15 Ceprein ExxoB. “BoeBoe
6paTcTBO” Mof rocsakas”.

Komnpomart.Ru. https./ivww.

compromat.ru/oage 39682.htm

16 “PO3BigKa BCTaHOBWNA LUe
ofHoro koopaunHaTtopa OCHB
Ha [oH6aci”. YKkpiHdopM.
https:/www.ukrinform.uq,
rubric-regions/1978840-rozvid-
ka-vstanovila-se-odnogo-koor-
dinatora-fsb-na-donbasi.html

17 Irop Makcumos. “B OPOJ10O
BiOKpUBatoTb Pinito pocin-
cbkoro “BonoBoro 6paTcTea”:
“MpoMUBaTUMYTL" Mi3KM OiTAM".
Depo.ua. https./dn.depo.ua/
ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-
filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-
bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-
dityam-202105191322945

18 “MexkayHapoaHaa ryMaHm-
TapHaa akumsa “Muccma mmpa
1 Apy>k6bl”. 5 leHepanbHas
Accambnea MexxayHapooHoro
KOHCYNbTaTUBHOIO KOMUTE-
Ta opraHu3auum oduLLepPoB
3anaca u pesepsBa’. Mexay-
HaponHaa KoHbenepauma
reHepanos, aaMMpPanoB n
oduLepos pesepsa. http:./
www.iacro.ru/ru/news,
mezhdunarodnaya-gu-
manitarnaya-aktsiya-missi-
ya-mira-i-druzhby-5-general-
naya-assambleya-mezhdun-

20 “[eHepan MowuceeB o pedepeH-
nyme B KpbiMy: Bona Hapoaa
rnpeBsbilwe Bcero”. Pravda.RU.
https:/www.pravda.ru/news,
world/1197532-general

21 Onbra KoteHeBa. “B KpbiMy
Harpagunm 6onuoB “BepkyTa”.
Poccuickas raseta. https:/
ra.ru/2014/11/20/reg-kfo/berkut-

anons.html

22 Mepy3a. “AoMupan AnekcaHap
MowuceeB cTan UCrnonHato-
WMM 0693aHHOCTU IMaBKoMa
BM® PQ". https./meduza.
io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-
aleksandr-moiseev-stal-
ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-
glavkoma-vmf-rf

23 “International Communist
Front Organizations”.
U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency. https:/mwww.cia.gov/
readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP78-
02646R000400340001-6.pdf

24 TaM camMo

25 “MexxayHapoaHas KoHdepeH-
uma, nocealeHHasa 75-netuio
ocBoboXKOeHWa Pecrnybnmkm
KpbIM 1 ropoga-reposa CeBacTo-
nonga ot HeMeLKo-daLLMCTCKUX
3axBaT4ymkoB”. ObLepoc-
cuinckasa obLiecTBeHHas opra-
HU3aLKMsa BeTepaHoB “Poccuiic-
KW cotos BeTepaHoB”. https:/
soyuzveteranov.ru/content,
mezhdunarodnaya-konferenci-
ya-posvyaschennaya-75-leti-
yu-osvobozhdeniya-respubli-
Ki-krym-i

26 “[Npe3naeHT BOB OaH Burro
BeprtyH nosgpasngetr MKO ¢
10-neTnemM”. MexxgyHapoaHas
KOHdpeaepaLnsa reHepanos,
agMunpanos 1 oduLLEepoB pe-
3epBa. http:/www.iacro.ru/ry,
news/prezident-vfv-dan-viggo-
bergtun-pozdravlyaet-mko-s-
10-letiem

27 “[yxoBHULKMI Oner feHHaabe-
BUY". TAdviser. locynapcTBo.
BusHec TexHonornw. https:/
www.tadviser.ru/index.php,
[epcoHa;dyxoBHuUKMA_Oner.
[eHHagbeBuY

28 AnekcaHgp KonecHuKos,
Tapac Noppes. “Oke-rnaBa
Poccesazsn v gnpexTop GoH-
0a XxpamMa Boopy»EéHHbIX cun
cTanu nHeectopamm”. Octagon.
https:/octagon.media/istorii

arodnog/?sphrase_id=392

19 Karlsen, Ola. “Frykter norsk
FN-kandidat kan skade
Norge". ABC Nyheter. https:/

eks glava_rossvyazi i direktor
fonda_xrama_vooruzhennyx.
sil_stali_investorami.html

29 “Er vi i Norge smittet av

_EEE,IER HOB". https.//soyuzveteranov.ry, www.abcnvheter.no/nyheter, russofobi?”. Nordnorsk debatt.
DEFENSE content/mezhdunarodnaya- norge/2020/06/07/195682499, https./www.nordnorskdebatt.
REFORMS

konferenciya-
posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-

frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-

nofer-vi-i-norge-smittet-av-

skade-norge

172

russofobi/o/5-124-154885



https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/humanitarian-efforts/neighbour_support/id2908141
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/humanitarian-efforts/neighbour_support/id2908141
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/humanitarian-efforts/neighbour_support/id2908141
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/foreign-affairs/humanitarian-efforts/neighbour_support/id2908141
https://www.forskning.no/krig-ntb-russland/undersokelse-stort-flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-ukraina/2152243
https://www.forskning.no/krig-ntb-russland/undersokelse-stort-flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-ukraina/2152243
https://www.forskning.no/krig-ntb-russland/undersokelse-stort-flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-ukraina/2152243
https://www.forskning.no/krig-ntb-russland/undersokelse-stort-flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-ukraina/2152243
https://www.forskning.no/krig-ntb-russland/undersokelse-stort-flertall-for-norske-vapen-til-ukraina/2152243
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1293868/norway-military-support-ukraine-opinion
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1293868/norway-military-support-ukraine-opinion
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1293868/norway-military-support-ukraine-opinion
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1293868/norway-military-support-ukraine-opinion
https://www.opinion.no/innlegg/faerre-stotter-mottak-av-flere-ukrainske-flyktninger
https://www.opinion.no/innlegg/faerre-stotter-mottak-av-flere-ukrainske-flyktninger
https://www.opinion.no/innlegg/faerre-stotter-mottak-av-flere-ukrainske-flyktninger
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/06epg/slik-spres-russisk-propaganda-i-norske-alternative-medier
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/06epg/slik-spres-russisk-propaganda-i-norske-alternative-medier
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/06epg/slik-spres-russisk-propaganda-i-norske-alternative-medier
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/06epg/slik-spres-russisk-propaganda-i-norske-alternative-medier
https://no.linkedin.com/in/dan-viggo-bergtun-04971430
https://no.linkedin.com/in/dan-viggo-bergtun-04971430
https://no.linkedin.com/in/dan-viggo-bergtun-04971430
https://no.linkedin.com/in/dan-viggo-bergtun-04971430
https://vesti92.ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-konferenciya-k-yubileyu-osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-proshla-v-dofe.html
https://vesti92.ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-konferenciya-k-yubileyu-osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-proshla-v-dofe.html
https://vesti92.ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-konferenciya-k-yubileyu-osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-proshla-v-dofe.html
https://vesti92.ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-konferenciya-k-yubileyu-osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-proshla-v-dofe.html
https://vesti92.ru/2019/04/26/istoricheskaya-konferenciya-k-yubileyu-osvoboghdeniya-sevastopolya-proshla-v-dofe.html
https://rostransnadzor.gov.ru/news/1438
https://rostransnadzor.gov.ru/news/1438
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
http://un-museum.ru/vestnik/763.htm
http://un-museum.ru/vestnik/763.htm
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
https://torise.ru/mirotvortsy-vseh-stran-obedinyaytes/
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://bbratstvo.com/2017/12/07/den-viggo-bergtun-nikto-ne-mozhet-luchshe-govorit-o-mire-chem-srazhavshiesya-na-voyne
https://www.compromat.ru/page_39682.htm
https://www.compromat.ru/page_39682.htm
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/1978840-rozvidka-vstanovila-se-odnogo-koordinatora-fsb-na-donbasi.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/1978840-rozvidka-vstanovila-se-odnogo-koordinatora-fsb-na-donbasi.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/1978840-rozvidka-vstanovila-se-odnogo-koordinatora-fsb-na-donbasi.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/1978840-rozvidka-vstanovila-se-odnogo-koordinatora-fsb-na-donbasi.html
https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-dityam-202105191322945
https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-dityam-202105191322945
https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-dityam-202105191322945
https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-dityam-202105191322945
https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/dn/v-ordlo-vidkrivayut-filiyu-rosiyskogo-boyovogo-bratstva-promivatimut-mizki-dityam-202105191322945
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/mezhdunarodnaya-gumanitarnaya-aktsiya-missiya-mira-i-druzhby-5-generalnaya-assambleya-mezhdunarodnog/?sphrase_id=392
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.pravda.ru/news/world/1197532-general
https://www.pravda.ru/news/world/1197532-general
https://rg.ru/2014/11/20/reg-kfo/berkut-anons.html
https://rg.ru/2014/11/20/reg-kfo/berkut-anons.html
https://rg.ru/2014/11/20/reg-kfo/berkut-anons.html
https://meduza.io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-aleksandr-moiseev-stal-ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-glavkoma-vmf-rf
https://meduza.io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-aleksandr-moiseev-stal-ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-glavkoma-vmf-rf
https://meduza.io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-aleksandr-moiseev-stal-ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-glavkoma-vmf-rf
https://meduza.io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-aleksandr-moiseev-stal-ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-glavkoma-vmf-rf
https://meduza.io/news/2024/03/19/admiral-aleksandr-moiseev-stal-ispolnyayuschim-obyazannosti-glavkoma-vmf-rf
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP78-02646R000400340001-6.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP78-02646R000400340001-6.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP78-02646R000400340001-6.pdf
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/mezhdunarodnaya-konferenciya-posvyaschennaya-75-letiyu-osvobozhdeniya-respubliki-krym-i
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/prezident-vfv-dan-viggo-bergtun-pozdravlyaet-mko-s-10-letiem
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/prezident-vfv-dan-viggo-bergtun-pozdravlyaet-mko-s-10-letiem
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/prezident-vfv-dan-viggo-bergtun-pozdravlyaet-mko-s-10-letiem
http://www.iacro.ru/ru/news/prezident-vfv-dan-viggo-bergtun-pozdravlyaet-mko-s-10-letiem
https://www.tadviser.ru/index.php/Персона:Духовницкий_Олег_Геннадьевич
https://www.tadviser.ru/index.php/Персона:Духовницкий_Олег_Геннадьевич
https://www.tadviser.ru/index.php/Персона:Духовницкий_Олег_Геннадьевич
https://www.tadviser.ru/index.php/Персона:Духовницкий_Олег_Геннадьевич
https://octagon.media/istorii/eks_glava_rossvyazi_i_direktor_fonda_xrama_vooruzhennyx_sil_stali_investorami.html
https://octagon.media/istorii/eks_glava_rossvyazi_i_direktor_fonda_xrama_vooruzhennyx_sil_stali_investorami.html
https://octagon.media/istorii/eks_glava_rossvyazi_i_direktor_fonda_xrama_vooruzhennyx_sil_stali_investorami.html
https://octagon.media/istorii/eks_glava_rossvyazi_i_direktor_fonda_xrama_vooruzhennyx_sil_stali_investorami.html
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/er-vi-i-norge-smittet-av-russofobi/o/5-124-154885
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/er-vi-i-norge-smittet-av-russofobi/o/5-124-154885
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/er-vi-i-norge-smittet-av-russofobi/o/5-124-154885

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

© 0000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000OCT

30 Arstad, Svein. “NVIO vurderer

utmelding av internasjonal
veteranorganisasjon etter
Russland-kronikk”. Forsvarets
forum. https:/www.forsvarets-
forum.no/russland-veteraner
nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-in-
ternasjonal-veteranorgan-
isasjon-etter-russland-kro-

nikk/235483

31 “Kan flere vapen skape fred i

Ukraina?”. Nordnorsk debatt.
https:/www.nordnorskdebatt.
no/kan-flere-vapen-skape-fred-

[~ukraina/o/5-124-257831

32 World Veterans Federation

official Facebook-page.
https./www.facebook.com,
Theworldveteransfederation,
photos/a.553035844771844/441
2747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=A
faXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGl
W8M7FVMS8tsQNO7ZMAhSIifiYxE
bVHSX146jAIzpFQ&_rdr

33 Ola Karlsen. “Medalje-glad

norsk president sgker FN-
rolle”. ABCnyheter. https:/
www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter,
politikk/2020/06/05/195681969,
medalje-glad-norsk-president-
soker-fn-rolle

34 Karlsen, Ola. “Frykter norsk

FN-kandidat kan skade

Norge”. ABC Nyheter. https:/
www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter;
norge/2020/06/07/195682499,
frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-

41 AHOpent O6beakoB. “IMoMolLLb Mo

BceM PppoHTaM". MockBa. LLeHTp.
https://caoinform.moscow

pomoshh-po-vsem-frontam

42 "“BayecnaB KanmMHWH opraHuso-

Basl NYMaHUTaPHbIM KOHBOW Ha
[oH6acc 1 nogapkn BOEHHbIM
B Crpun". PenopTep64. https:/
reporteré4.ru/content/view,
vyvacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-

53 TaM caMoO

54 "O6 y4acTnm Poccuickoro
Coto3a BeTepaHoB B XXIX [eHe-
panbHoW accambnee BcemMup-
HoM dpepepaunm BeTepaHoB”.
ObLepoccHiicKkada obLecTBeH-
Haa opraHM3aLma BeTepaHoB
“PocCcUMCKMI coto3 BeTepaHoB”.
https:/soyuzveteranov.ry,
content/ob-uchastii-rossiysko-

gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-
donbass-i-podarki-voennym-

go-soyuza-veteranov-v-
Xxxix-generalnoy-assam-

V-sirii

43 “Historical revisionism and

Ukraine conflict!”. BeTepaH-
CKue BecTwu. https://vvesticom,

blee-vsemirnoy-federacii

55 “Executive board”. The World
Veterans Federation. https./
theworldveterans.org/executive-

politika/historical-revisionism-

board

and-ukraine-conflict

44 "BceMumnpHon Gepepaumm

BeTepaHoB — 70 neT!". Bcepoc-
CUMCKUMIA COIO3 OBLLECTBEHHbIX
obbeanHEeHN BeTepaHoB ae-
CaHTHbIX BOMCK “Colo3 AecaHT-
HWKoB Poccun’. http:/sdrvdv.

56 Djureinovic, Jelena. “Serbia’s
ruling party is rewriting
World War Il history”.
Balkanlnsight. https:/bal-
kaninsight.com/2021/05/17
serbias-ruling-party-is-rewrit-
ing-world-war-ii-history

ru/news/vsemirnoy-federacii-
veteranov-70-let

45 Bergtun, Dan-Viggo. “Will

more weapons bring peace in
Ukraine”. BeTepaHcKue BeCTU.
https://vvesti.com/politika/will-
more-weapons-bring-peace-in-
ukraine

46 "B Benrpage npowén Bropown

BceMUpHbIN BETEPAHCKMIN KOH-
rpecc”. National Interest. http:/
nationalinterest.world/v-mire/v-

skade-norge

35 “Soldiers of Peace International

Association, Nordic Countries
(SPIA)". Facebook page of
Soldiers of Peace International
Association, Nordic Countries
(SPIA). https:/www.facebook.

com/SPIANordic

36 SPIA address on Russia-Ukraine

war conflict. Facebook page of
Soldiers of Peace International
Association, Nordic Countries
(SPIA). https:/www.facebook.
com/SPIANordic/posts/44600
7543927297/?paipv=08&eav=Af
YzgQIIw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA

otYR9AhraD RSEQpyi3oyvRIfEP-

ENOI8ImQqdiyoA& rdr

37 Becker, Maximilian. “Tales
of Antifascism: International
Survivors' Organizations
during the Cold War". Fascism
9.1-2 (2020). https:/brill.com/
view/journals/fasc/9/1-2,
article-p244_244.xml

38 MyxunH Bnagummp. “PaboTa
Ha 6naro apMunu 1 rocynap-
cTBa". HezaBUCMMOE BOeHHOe
o6o3peHue. https:/nvo.ng.ru/
realty/2018-11-09/1 1021,
megapir.html

39 “[OPU30OHTbI MeXOYHapPOOHOro
coTpyAHUYecTBa odMLLEPOB 3a-
naca”. HauMoHanbHaga accoLlma-
umna obbegmnHeHUn obuLepos
3anaca BOOPY»KeHHbIx cun (ME-
TAMWP). http://ivww.megapir.

info/hews/709

40 “WVF 1 “BeTepaHckune BecTin”
OOrOBOPUITUCE COTPYOHMU-
yaTb'. BeTepaHckme BecTu.

https:/westicom/mneniya/o-

veteranakh-i-dlya-veteranov

belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-
veteranskij-kongress

47 "B benrpane npowén 2-1

BceMUpPHbIN BETEPaAHCKMNI
KOHIpecc”. BeTepaHcKMe BecTu.
https://vvesticom/veterans/v-
belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-
veteranskij-kongress

48 “MonoykeHne o nNpoekTe “bo-

eBoe 6paTcTBO 6e3 rpaHmL”.
Bcepoccuiickana obLllecTBeH-
Haga opraHu3aLma BeTepaHoB
“Boesoe 6paTcTBO”. https./
bbratstvo.com/polozhenie-o-
proekte-boevoe-bratstvo-bez-
granic

49 "“BoeBoe B6paTCcTBO”. YKpa-

iHCbKa cninka BeTepaHiB
AdranictaHy. http:/www.
usva.org.ua/mambo3/index.

php?option=com_content&task
=view&id=4290&Itemid=108

50 “BceMupHaa Qepepauymsa

BeTepaHoB He[oBObHa NPO-
M3BOSIOM J1aTBUU B OTHOLLEHWMN
BeTepaHoB”. Bcepoccuinckasa
obLecTBeHHasa opraHusa-

uma BeTepaHoB “bBoeBoe
6paTcTBO”. https:/bbratstvo.
com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-
federatsiya-veteranov-
nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-
otnoshenii-veteranov

51 TaM caMo

52 “BeTepaHbl NaHeTbl 06beaAnHAT

ycunusa B 6opbbe ¢ Mexxay-
HapOLHbIM TEPPOPU3IMOM”.
BeTepaHckue BecTu. https./
wvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-
planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-
borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-
terrorizmom

173

57 TaMm caMo

58 “NATO has no means to counter
Russia’s hypersonic weapons —
Serb analyst”. TACC. https:/tass.
com/Aworld/1425691

59 TaM caMo

60 “leHepan KoBaueBuh 3a PUA
®AH: Pycuja je y npasy! HATO -
Ha cMeTnmwTe uctopmjel”.
BpaTcTBo. https:/srbratstvo.
ru/general-kovacevic-za-ria-
fan-rusijja-je-u-pravu-nato-na-
smetliste-istorije

61 “"EUROMIL’s President at the
World Veterans Congress,
Belgrade”. European
Organisation of Military
Associations_.and Trade Unions.
https://feuromil.org/euromils-
president-at-the-world-
veterans-congress-belgrade

62 “Executive board”. The World
Veterans Federation. https./
theworldveterans.org/executive-
board

63 “Mr. Saif M. Khan Appointed
Selective Service System Chief
of Staff”. Selective Service
System. https:./www.sss.
gov/nhews/mr-saif-m-khan-
appointed-selective-service-
system-chief-of-staff

64 “Winning the peace - not
the war!”. The International
Federation of Resistance
Fighters (FIR). https./www.fir.
at/en/2023/02/23/winning-the-

peace-not-the-war

65 Bergtun, Dan-Viggo.
“Statement at Antifascist
Association congress in
Barcelona, Spain”. Facebook
publication. https:/www.
facebook.com/danviggo.
bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZM
eu8kvnlLwFbI3jjxyjotXYTQqQCM
LrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg
2bBC9QTI

66 “Executive committee of FIR".
International Federation of
Resistance Fighters. https:/
www.fir.at/en/wir-uber-uns
exekutivausschuss-der-fir



https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.forsvaretsforum.no/russland-veteraner/nvio-vurderer-utmelding-av-internasjonal-veteranorganisasjon-etter-russland-kronikk/235483
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/kan-flere-vapen-skape-fred-i-ukraina/o/5-124-257831
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/kan-flere-vapen-skape-fred-i-ukraina/o/5-124-257831
https://www.nordnorskdebatt.no/kan-flere-vapen-skape-fred-i-ukraina/o/5-124-257831
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/Theworldveteransfederation/photos/a.553035844771844/4412747022134021/?paipv=0&eav=AfaXukJjbjbruQLPZv4CYi-qOhGIW8M7FVMS8tsQNO7MhSifiYxFbVHSX146jAlzpFQ&_rdr
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/politikk/2020/06/05/195681969/medalje-glad-norsk-president-soker-fn-rolle
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/politikk/2020/06/05/195681969/medalje-glad-norsk-president-soker-fn-rolle
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/politikk/2020/06/05/195681969/medalje-glad-norsk-president-soker-fn-rolle
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/politikk/2020/06/05/195681969/medalje-glad-norsk-president-soker-fn-rolle
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/politikk/2020/06/05/195681969/medalje-glad-norsk-president-soker-fn-rolle
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/norge/2020/06/07/195682499/frykter-norsk-fn-kandidat-kan-skade-norge
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/SPIANordic/posts/446007543927297/?paipv=0&eav=AfYzgQllw7HCPTj4AV8s5_KqiA_otYR9AhraD_RSEQpyi3oyvRlfEPFN0J8Jmqd1yoA&_rdr
https://brill.com/view/journals/fasc/9/1-2/article-p244_244.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/fasc/9/1-2/article-p244_244.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/fasc/9/1-2/article-p244_244.xml
https://nvo.ng.ru/realty/2018-11-09/1_1021_megapir.html
https://nvo.ng.ru/realty/2018-11-09/1_1021_megapir.html
https://nvo.ng.ru/realty/2018-11-09/1_1021_megapir.html
http://www.megapir.info/news/709
http://www.megapir.info/news/709
https://vvesti.com/mneniya/o-veteranakh-i-dlya-veteranov
https://vvesti.com/mneniya/o-veteranakh-i-dlya-veteranov
https://caoinform.moscow/pomoshh-po-vsem-frontam
https://caoinform.moscow/pomoshh-po-vsem-frontam
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://reporter64.ru/content/view/vyacheslav-kalinin-organizoval-gumanitarnyj-konvoj-na-donbass-i-podarki-voennym-v-sirii
https://vvesti.com/politika/historical-revisionism-and-ukraine-conflict
https://vvesti.com/politika/historical-revisionism-and-ukraine-conflict
https://vvesti.com/politika/historical-revisionism-and-ukraine-conflict
http://sdrvdv.ru/news/vsemirnoy-federacii-veteranov-70-let
http://sdrvdv.ru/news/vsemirnoy-federacii-veteranov-70-let
http://sdrvdv.ru/news/vsemirnoy-federacii-veteranov-70-let
https://vvesti.com/politika/will-more-weapons-bring-peace-in-ukraine
https://vvesti.com/politika/will-more-weapons-bring-peace-in-ukraine
https://vvesti.com/politika/will-more-weapons-bring-peace-in-ukraine
http://nationalinterest.world/v-mire/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
http://nationalinterest.world/v-mire/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
http://nationalinterest.world/v-mire/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
http://nationalinterest.world/v-mire/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
https://vvesti.com/veterans/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
https://vvesti.com/veterans/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
https://vvesti.com/veterans/v-belgrade-prosel-2-j-vsemirnyj-veteranskij-kongress
https://bbratstvo.com/polozhenie-o-proekte-boevoe-bratstvo-bez-granic
https://bbratstvo.com/polozhenie-o-proekte-boevoe-bratstvo-bez-granic
https://bbratstvo.com/polozhenie-o-proekte-boevoe-bratstvo-bez-granic
https://bbratstvo.com/polozhenie-o-proekte-boevoe-bratstvo-bez-granic
http://www.usva.org.ua/mambo3/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4290&Itemid=108
http://www.usva.org.ua/mambo3/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4290&Itemid=108
http://www.usva.org.ua/mambo3/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4290&Itemid=108
http://www.usva.org.ua/mambo3/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4290&Itemid=108
https://bbratstvo.com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-federatsiya-veteranov-nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-otnoshenii-veteranov
https://bbratstvo.com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-federatsiya-veteranov-nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-otnoshenii-veteranov
https://bbratstvo.com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-federatsiya-veteranov-nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-otnoshenii-veteranov
https://bbratstvo.com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-federatsiya-veteranov-nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-otnoshenii-veteranov
https://bbratstvo.com/2016/02/06/vsemirnaya-federatsiya-veteranov-nedovolna-proizvolom-latvii-v-otnoshenii-veteranov
https://vvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-terrorizmom
https://vvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-terrorizmom
https://vvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-terrorizmom
https://vvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-terrorizmom
https://vvesti.com/sobytiya/veterany-planety-ob-edinyat-usiliya-v-borbe-s-mezhdunarodnym-terrorizmom
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/ob-uchastii-rossiyskogo-soyuza-veteranov-v-xxix-generalnoy-assamblee-vsemirnoy-federacii
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/ob-uchastii-rossiyskogo-soyuza-veteranov-v-xxix-generalnoy-assamblee-vsemirnoy-federacii
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/ob-uchastii-rossiyskogo-soyuza-veteranov-v-xxix-generalnoy-assamblee-vsemirnoy-federacii
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/ob-uchastii-rossiyskogo-soyuza-veteranov-v-xxix-generalnoy-assamblee-vsemirnoy-federacii
https://soyuzveteranov.ru/content/ob-uchastii-rossiyskogo-soyuza-veteranov-v-xxix-generalnoy-assamblee-vsemirnoy-federacii
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/05/17/serbias-ruling-party-is-rewriting-world-war-ii-history
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/05/17/serbias-ruling-party-is-rewriting-world-war-ii-history
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/05/17/serbias-ruling-party-is-rewriting-world-war-ii-history
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/05/17/serbias-ruling-party-is-rewriting-world-war-ii-history
https://tass.com/world/1425691
https://tass.com/world/1425691
https://srbratstvo.ru/general-kovacevic-za-ria-fan-rusija-je-u-pravu-nato-na-smetliste-istorije
https://srbratstvo.ru/general-kovacevic-za-ria-fan-rusija-je-u-pravu-nato-na-smetliste-istorije
https://srbratstvo.ru/general-kovacevic-za-ria-fan-rusija-je-u-pravu-nato-na-smetliste-istorije
https://srbratstvo.ru/general-kovacevic-za-ria-fan-rusija-je-u-pravu-nato-na-smetliste-istorije
https://euromil.org/euromils-president-at-the-world-veterans-congress-belgrade
https://euromil.org/euromils-president-at-the-world-veterans-congress-belgrade
https://euromil.org/euromils-president-at-the-world-veterans-congress-belgrade
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://theworldveterans.org/executive-board
https://www.sss.gov/news/mr-saif-m-khan-appointed-selective-service-system-chief-of-staff
https://www.sss.gov/news/mr-saif-m-khan-appointed-selective-service-system-chief-of-staff
https://www.sss.gov/news/mr-saif-m-khan-appointed-selective-service-system-chief-of-staff
https://www.sss.gov/news/mr-saif-m-khan-appointed-selective-service-system-chief-of-staff
https://www.fir.at/en/2023/02/23/winning-the-peace-not-the-war
https://www.fir.at/en/2023/02/23/winning-the-peace-not-the-war
https://www.fir.at/en/2023/02/23/winning-the-peace-not-the-war
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.facebook.com/danviggo.bergtun/posts/pfbid02nsQeZMeu8kvnLwFbJ3ijxyj9tXYTQqCMLrTiN87d3QosRVg3MDTsBxkPg2bBC9QTl
https://www.fir.at/en/wir-uber-uns/exekutivausschuss-der-fir
https://www.fir.at/en/wir-uber-uns/exekutivausschuss-der-fir
https://www.fir.at/en/wir-uber-uns/exekutivausschuss-der-fir

CENTER
___ FOR
DEFENSE
REFORMS

TOY SOLDIERS:

NATO MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN RUSSIAN ACTIVE MEASURES

------ © 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000F0

67 “MEASZ a FIR nyilatkozata az

ukran helyzettel kapcsolatban”.
Magyar Ellenallok és Antifasis-
ztak Szovetsége - Osszefogas

a Demokraciaért. http/imvww.

antifasiszta.hu/hirek.php/2743

68 “Ob6palleHue MNpesnaeHTa

Poccuimckom @epepaumnmn”. Odi-
UinHWin BebriopTan MNpe3naeHTa
Pocincbkoi ®enepaliii. http:/
kremlin.ru/events/president,

news/67843

69 “Vilmos Hanti: Dormant fascism

sprouts in weak democracies”.
Hungarian Free Press.
https://hungarianfreepress.
com/2015/05/14/vilmos-hanti-

dormant-fascism-sprouts-in-
weak-democracies

70 KirinCi¢, Miroslav (ed.). “Fascism

and anti-fascism in Europe
today”. Alliance of Anti-fascist
Fighters and Anti-fascists of the

Republic of Croatia. https:/sabh.

hr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10,
CIP_fascism_antifascism.pdf

71 TaM caMo

72 “TeCKOB 3a9BU O NposaBe-
HUAX HeoHaum3ma B EBpone”.

KoMMepcaHTb. https:/www.

kommersant.ru/doc/4802555

73 “World Veteran Federation
elects former Deputy Defense
Minister Major Derrick Oduro
Rtd". Modern Ghana. https:/ivww.

74 "South Sudan Allocates $1.75

Million for 2024 World Veteran'’s
Federation Conference Amid
Economic Crisis and Ongoing
Hunger Controversy”. Northern
Corridor Morning Post. https:/
ncmorningpost.com/south-
sudan-allocates-1-75-million-
for-2024-world-veterans-
federation-conference-amid-
economic-crisis-and-ongoing-
hunger-controversy

75 “New allies for Russia? Putin

meets South Sudan’s leader to
discuss closer ties”. Euronews.
https://www.euronews.
com/2023/09/29/new-allies-

modernghana.com/news/1218618

for-russia-putin-meets-south-

world-veteran-federation-elects-
former-deputy-defe.html

174

sudans-leader-to-discuss-
closer-ties


http://www.antifasiszta.hu/hirek.php/2743
http://www.antifasiszta.hu/hirek.php/2743
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://hungarianfreepress.com/2015/05/14/vilmos-hanti-dormant-fascism-sprouts-in-weak-democracies
https://hungarianfreepress.com/2015/05/14/vilmos-hanti-dormant-fascism-sprouts-in-weak-democracies
https://hungarianfreepress.com/2015/05/14/vilmos-hanti-dormant-fascism-sprouts-in-weak-democracies
https://hungarianfreepress.com/2015/05/14/vilmos-hanti-dormant-fascism-sprouts-in-weak-democracies
https://sabh.hr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CIP_fascism_antifascism.pdf
https://sabh.hr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CIP_fascism_antifascism.pdf
https://sabh.hr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CIP_fascism_antifascism.pdf
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4802555
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4802555
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1218618/world-veteran-federation-elects-former-deputy-defe.html
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1218618/world-veteran-federation-elects-former-deputy-defe.html
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1218618/world-veteran-federation-elects-former-deputy-defe.html
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1218618/world-veteran-federation-elects-former-deputy-defe.html
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://ncmorningpost.com/south-sudan-allocates-1-75-million-for-2024-world-veterans-federation-conference-amid-economic-crisis-and-ongoing-hunger-controversy
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/29/new-allies-for-russia-putin-meets-south-sudans-leader-to-discuss-closer-ties
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/29/new-allies-for-russia-putin-meets-south-sudans-leader-to-discuss-closer-ties
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/29/new-allies-for-russia-putin-meets-south-sudans-leader-to-discuss-closer-ties
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/29/new-allies-for-russia-putin-meets-south-sudans-leader-to-discuss-closer-ties
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/29/new-allies-for-russia-putin-meets-south-sudans-leader-to-discuss-closer-ties

